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Last of Fainous Debates Recalled
By Newspaperman Who Reported lt
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"T¥ seriousness of the  theme of
-   the debates and the spectacu-

lal. manner of their staging a series
Of  out-of-doors  arguments  at  seven
different   points   in   Illinois,   begin-
ming  at  Ottawa,  meal.  Chicago,  and
continuing  at  Freeport,   Jonesboro,
Charleston,  Quincy,   Galesbul.g  and
Alt,on,    was    sufficient,    to    warrant

igt£€fa:te:!£hege`:p:u:phi:I:£t£:trd£?o!;r:afts:
far-reaching  results  that,  this  chal-
Ienge.   issued   by   Abi.aham   Lincoln
July     24,     1858,    and    accepted     i)y

fieypE:]Pngf .  DOuglas.  would  eventu."Douglas'  life,  as  it  were,  wasat
stake,   threatened   by     the     young
lawyer  from  Springfield    who    had
scarcely  been  hea,rd  of .    The  whole
country  knew  of  Douglas.    He  was
a  Democratic  Senator  with  a  large
following  in  his  own  state,  Illinois,
and     elsewhere.       A     commanding

:g#rte,i?npgl5Li;:;sEiswe|¥i:eecnocgeniaz:g
to  such   an    extrnt    that    Horace
Greeley  and    many    otr`.er    disting-
uished  Republicans  wanted  to  have
him returned for a third term, which
he  was  then  askir\g.  In  fact,  Doug-
las  had   so   controlled   Illinois   that
it   annoyed   him   that   Lincoln,   or
any  other  man.  so  far  as  that  was
concerned,   should     come     between
him and his  State.
CHAMPION  OF  PEOPLE.

"From   newspaper   and   othei.ac-

%°eur=:Saffc:oF,;±jpnrceecfd]ifa€ebaDt8&.g]¥:I
was  the  gi`eao  speaker.  and-itTwas ,

;3tg:eas];ehdfm{£ngpoaEt5Cutg].rfuht%i-,{tEg€

Sahye.reTE8u°g¥£g}E;gdd#£ieein£?t£Wina..,

i;]snrg?ig§,er[a`7£S€a°:{[t3??Ees:":ig£Sh%!i9%de:!|
from Chicago, had brought out such
lieadlines  as  `Lincoln:s` Heart, Fails,'`I.incoln's  Legs  Fail,'  `Lincoln  Fails
Entirely.'

pe`£i°e?8]asThewr%S   wcfsamft°t%rc°£]{g#:

£:¥tesds:a:t:°fo£]LrwafeF:€§E8:t:'a£E:
stood   in   a   drizzling   rain .to   hear

:glen,geabEst:-se.gn[gB:rutgf::Pl;lges*o¥;
at  Ottawa.."1'11  never  forget  the  crowds  that
poured  into  Alton  that  .  Oat.    15-
Come  6,000,  I  believe-to  hear  that
final  debate.    It  was  a  picturesque
audience  that  greeted  the  dehaters
there,  as  in  the  other  debate  towns.

::a`;££:es¥;ret£;eghtftqndur%dsbyt£E:
poured  into  the  little  villages  from
40 and  50 miles around.  County
from a  distance came  the  nightf¥?mw£;on£.#gh°55abdaf
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tithon  LlncolD  Oro8sed  Strords  With   .Llttl®  Giant.

ng  utensils, with  them.  A  gay
cavalcade  it  was   en  route.   but   a
sobered  audience   when    assembled
because of the import of  the theme
of  discussion.\"Ori,    the     streeb    Corners     and
throughout  the  little  villages  thei'e
was. hubbub  and    confusion-much
the  same  as  a  public  out-o£-doors
event  of  today    occasions.      There
were fakers of all kinds selling pain-
killers,  and  venders  of watermelons
and  lemonade.     1€  was  before  `the
day   of   pennants   and   gay-colored
balloons. -,

arrival of Douglas in Alton"TIE

SLAVERY  THE  ISSUE.     +'

at"Lt,tgna,ssFantdhftgc3:s¥rgee::gffi#!
Ei°j;S.s]L°a°vkeps8ftacriis;Sot¥£ea¥LSS];SgjgE:

*haer:et#gtdLbfenec%]:nsyp:±:utghhotse°fii££evs£!

;[esais]£¥£ery  #maF¥s? thEhi%tsu:S t#::
will  continue  in  this  country  when
these  poor  tongues  9f  .Jud8_e

shaii_ be7as  and  myself silent.   It ts

I   tha,t  day,  as  it  had  been  in
the other debate towns,  was  a cere-

:±°E°pu:a]°C£:::°e:;{ori,Wf=raheso#a::I
eled in great state in the private car I

i:ffia:a?ei°£g:etch:ir'|¥:Cn°;1:stuh%:k|r::Eh;:I:
of  musicians  and  a  fiat  car  in  the
rear  with  a  ca,nnon to  proclaim his
coming.      His  wife,  a  brilliant  and
beautiful  woman,   was   along.   I-in-`_a_ arriva_1` w_asLn_ot  So _spect_acu:
lar.    He  had  to  content  himself  on
this journey  through  the  State \, i+,h
a  half  seat  in  a  common  cal.,  and
was thankf ul for that."At    the    Alton  debate,  Douglas
opened  the  argument  with  a  one-
hour  speech.  Ijincoln  followed  with
an  hour  and  a  half .    Then  Doug-
las followed with  a  half  hour.  The~y
had  followed  this  plan  throughout,
taking  turns  in  the  opening."The  audience  which  greeted  the
debaters   was  hardly   more   pictur-
esque than the  debaters  themselves.
It  would  have  been  difficult  to have
found   a   grea,ter   contrast   in   per-

E;Oonuaflgs:p%%;fendcet£:tY£:tnt]:w%]¥#.

yn%She%,S#i%#-bprg:as=i-&EE:£eri#
stalwa,rt,  neck.    His  head  was  mas-
sive   and   majestic-1ooking`   and   his
voice  could  deepen  into  a  roar.    He
was  well  g'roomed  and  prosperous-
looking and  strode `the  stage  as  one
at   ease.     At   all   times   he   seemed
sure of  himself ."Lincoln's  clothes hung  loosely  on
his  6-foot-4-inch  frame.    His  small,
twinkling  gray  eyes  shone  from be-
neath  shaggy  brows.    His  face  was
t,hin~ and   furrowed   and  his  'coarse
black    hair    tumbled    in    reckless
abandon.    He  clasped  his  hands  at
the    back    of   his   stooping   figure
somewhat    awkwardly.    `Sometimes
he   seemed   all   legs   and   feet   and

hands  and neck.   __rrethad
mannersTrio-  studied  art,.

Eisw3!3:.Ch#:ief%!1as°fanshe:rrtheEgnme:;

i,:¥Esiii.:s:::a;c£?e:sgi:d!g.t;ii,e;f.fE!gjEji
of the plain, quiet pople.

the   eternal   struggle   between   two
principles  -  right   and   wrong  -
:.hro.ughout the world.'   Lincoln and
Douglas   were   the   best   Of   friends'jhroughout  the  debates.

"My paper-the  St. Louis Evening
News~had at that time ceased to be
a Whig paper.   It was a sort of free
paper  -  anti-I)emocratic    without
?Jeing  Republican.    It  went  out  Of
Pu,P[]£%arto!:enudput]Lnegdtgye,sci¥;]c¥8irrigs,
but  not  the  speeches  in  full.     The
Missouri  Republican-forerunner  Of
t,he   St.   Louis   Republic,   now   the
Globe-Democrat  -reported    the
Speec`hes  in  full."When    the    November    election
'came I)3uglas was re-elected.   How-
Lever,   his   election   later   proved  his
ii.ndoing.   It,  is  said  that  Lincoln,  as
(he walked home in the gloom of the
i`ainy   election  night after  hearing
the reports of election, lost his foot-
in9  in  the  muddy  street.   Recover-
iing  his  balance,  he  said,  `It's  a  slipland not a  fall.' "

*,*

;Trgr:s:o]:r::vnj¥];n:::ae,rtsevoefn:a¥;

days  in  the  Middle  West,  t,hen  the
"Fat.  West."   Many  ai.e  the  events
associated  in  his  mind  with the old
Planters  House  and the  Old South-
ern  Hotel   in   St.   Louis,   where   he
dined  upon  different  occasions  with
Gi.ant,  Jackson,  Gen.  Sherman  and,
Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart,  second  in  com-
mand  in  Robert  E.  Lee's  army  and
who  had  previously  been  his  tutor
when  he  was  a student at  Cumber-
land University, Tennessee.

In  spite of  his 97  years, Mr.  Grls-
sam   seems   as  much  interested   in
life  and  events .today  as  he  was  76
years   ago   when  he   landed   in  St.
Louis  as  a  young  man  from  Davis
County, Kentucky, and started in on
his  newspaper  career,  first  on  the
old  Evening  News  and  later  on  the
St.  Louis Republican, a work he fol-
lowed  the  rest  of  his  working  days
and  which  today  holds  I or  him  an
absorbing  interest.

of]ih:heo]3utite'o:lees,:fu±oarigo]Snphtehree
suburbs  of  St.  Louis  where  he  has
been   living   now   for   several   years
Mr.   Grissom  finds  lit e  today  any-

i£]s¥ hob]*s  j8¥]e£;in  rtc'ih°]#8`Eoit:
:=gfausts#afio%sh{:LfhsetfempdiseE±
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wspaperman,  there  for  the

ELi

lee  of  1.epoi.ting  it  for  his  paper,
e   St.   Iiouis    Evening    News,   Of
ich   he   was  then   editor.  That

Same    newspaperman,    Daniel    M
'#j3risom,  now  97.  and  still  a  resident

fifeb:ati=#ise.i:::]]:fv[t`i£:}¢¥at£}:Sus:r=a:
tiles    of    Lincoln-Douglas    debates,

fie:t:n=pto:t:]ottdeovwe:tsas;no%em::±tp:
fi.;ap.#r5;i,as  a   beantifui   day  in  oO:L

93ib:]ri''d8¥];dety¥:,Ephnf88eEg;£eanire%
----Ei •`,known  glasses,  twinkling  as  hg

alled   the   events   of   that   mm-rorable  day.   "I  remember  it  as  i£
twere    yesterday.   A     party     of   -in,a
.4rom  St;+  Ijouis  went  to  Alton
aeoming  by  s`teamboat  for  the(easion,  for  at,  tha,t  time,  1858,  there
'`was  no  railroad  from  Alton.to  St.
:Louis.
_{E,:I:£v:es%e:aaEbgovugt££]:sg:£:t:]£:]sp::]]g=.€T;

boats were well furnished and spleii-
did  meals   were  served.  There   was

T ett8 T aictie8
o§ Debaters

THE  platform  manners' of  thetwo   great   debaters   is   con-
trasted   by   Eljis   Paxton   Ober-
holtzer    in    his    biography     of
Abraham       Lincoln.       "Doug}at§
was  trivial,"  he  writes.  "He  did
not  hesitate  to  call  attention  to
the  fact  that  if  Lincoln  failed  to
consume   the   time   allotted   hi'"
and   concluded,   when   this   was
the   case   to   the   amusement   of
the  crowd,  that  he  had  stopped
because  he  could  think  of  noth-
ing  more  to  say."LincolnS  more  Careful  in  state-
ment,  but aggressive  and  bold  in
attack,   and   absolutely   inflexible

ironp°osf{t;°eTenwd|£:Ltiswr:ghats:uwe::

:i:n]:tses:!ti:i¥ntc°e.beA'ted,j::3b%:::
however,  Lincoln  re;narked  with
considerable  force:. `1  don't  want
to    have    a    fight    with    Judge
Douglas  and  I  have  no  way  o{
making  an  argument  up  into  the

::onpsi::egnchy{soio:theo;;Ptio?t®,3,nd

manifestly much intei'est among th
various  groups  on  the  boat  in-thi
§closing   debate,   in   which   all   ex
`Zpected-  a,   sort  `of   climax   fct-llaw
xphe preceding arguments, which

keb£:n-naY±±od=.]y
I.   _ __ __
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