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conceded by historians and to do all in my power to make her happy:and

contented; and there is nothing:that I can imag-
ine that would make me more unhappy than
to fail in the attempt. I know I should be
much happier with yom than the way I am,
provided I saw no sign of discontent in w

“What you have said to me may have been
in the way of jest or I may have misunder-
stood it. If so, then let it be forgotten; if other-
wise, I much wislhh that you would think se-
riously before you decide. What I have said
I most positively will abide by, provided wyou
wish it. My opinfon is that you had  better
not do it. . You have not been aceustomed 'to
hardship, and it may be more severs than you
imagine.

“I -know that you are capable. of+ thinking
correctly ‘'on any subject and if you deliberately
mature upon this before you- decids then I
am willing to Zbide your decision.

“Affectionately yours,
“ABRAHAM LINCOLN.?

Can any woman imagine a more dispassionate
eedless to say, Mary Owens refused him
cool and dispassionate a'manner as
he proposed. But that Mr. Lincoln really thought
more of the girl'than he would let himself ex-
press, and thereby lost his suit, is evident . from
written to, an intimate

love

in quite ¢

the following Iletter
friend-
“I was mortif

different 5

it seemed to me, in a hun-
3 My vanity was wounded
reflaction that I had so long 'been too’
stupid to discover her intentions, and at the same
time never doubting that I understood them pere

dred
by the

tly: and also that she, Wwhom I had taught
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a]1f to believe no one elSe would bave had,

mys
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actuatiy . rejected
me Wwith all '‘'my
fancied greatness.

“And, to cap the

cilmax, I then for
the first time be-
to suspect
at I was a lit-
t in love - with
her. But let It all
go—1 will try fto
outitve fit. Others
have been Imade
fools of by the
girls, but this can
never be said of
me. I most em-
phatically in this
instance made a
fool of myself.

“I  have . now
come to the con-
clusion never:
gain to thihk! of
marrying; I. never
could be satisfied
with one who
would be bloei-
headed enough‘ to
havey me."”

Yet only three years later he was engaged to
lthe pretty, spritely Mary Todd, and then anon
their engagement was broken. This affair so
|preyed upon Lincoln’s eensitive and melapcholy
jsplrit that he wrote this lugubrious letter to a
| friend:

il am now the most miserable man lving.




His Character as Revesaled

If what I feel were equally distributed to the
whole human family thers would not be one
cheerful face on the earth. Whether I sha
be better I canneot tell; I pwiutly forebode I shall
not. To remain as I am seems Impossible. I
must die or be Better it appears to me.”

In 1842 Mr. Lincoln, after a reconciliation,
married Miss Todd, and thereafter most of the
letters which have come down to us have been
on public questions and political subjects,

Just before the Republican tional Conven-
tion met in 1860, Senator Lyman Trumball, of
Illinois, wrote to Lincoln, asking him if he were
anxiogs for the nomination for President, and
whether he would subordinate his own ambition
if the good of the Republican seemed to
require such a sacrifice on his p . To Mr,
Lincoln replied:

“As ‘you reqiiest, I
The taste 18 in my mouth a
doubt disqualifies me to
ing correct opinions. You
however, that by no advice or
shall my pretentions be preesed
endangering our comwmon
for your own special benefit:
no letters which can possibly
opposition to me. There are
\§he constant watch
to prejudice my pecul

“Whil& I have no more vicion of y
I have of my best friend living, I am
a constant strugsg agalnst suggestion
sort. I have hesitated some to write thi
graph, Test you should suspect that'I do it for
my own benefit and not for yours; but on reflec-
tion I conclude that yous will not suspect me.
Let no eye but your own sge this, not that there
is anything wrong or even ungenerous in it, but
it would be misconstrued.

“Your friend, as
“A, LINCOLN.”
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This letter shows how Lincoln was ever will«
ing to sacrifice his personal ambition fhr a prin-
ciple and to aid his party and his/friends.

Lincoln had a very high ideal of the legal
profession, and that he had no patience with a
current notion that a lawyer could not be honest
is evident from this letter which he wrote when
a young man:

“J.et no young man
calling yie!d to that
popular belief. Re-
solve to be honest
at all events. 1t
in your judgment
you camnot be an
honest lawyer, re-
solve to be honest
without being EN
lawyer. Choose some !
tion, rather than one in the choosging
of which you do in advance consent
to be a knave.”

While Mr. Lincoln was practising
law in Springfield he received a let-
ter from New York asking about the
of a brother law-
this characteristic

choosing the law for a

occupa-

financial standing
yver. He wrote
answer:

*I know the gentleman of whom
oun Inquire. He has a wife and baby
that ought to be worth fifty thousand
dollars to any one; a table for his
bookd and papers worth one dollar
fifty cents, and a biz rat hole

and

in the corner of his office that is
orth ~looking into,”
This letter illustrates how Linecoln
could ses the humorous aspects of
anything however commonplace, and-
shows also how readily he could in-
vent a story that would convey more
in a few words than any long-drawn-
out explanation.
During. the war;, when General Mec-
{ del ng an attack with-
cause, and as an excuse had
to the Pr ent that his
sore tomgues, Lincoln

word
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Lincoln, howaver,
not captious or hard to please,
a man had accomplished
was ready and

was
When
something
eager to give due
and hearty praise, as is evident from
this  letter to General Grant,
just aftér the victory at
M jor-General Grant:
=*“My Dear al—I do not re-
member that you and I ever met per-
sonaljy.

he

written
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I write this now as a grati-
fying acknowledgment for the almos
inestimable
the country. >

gervice you have done
to say a. word
her, first reached the
nity of Vicksburg I thought yon
would do what you finally did—march
the troops across -the neck, run the
batferies h transports, and
g0 below; and I never had any
faith ept a general hope that you knew bet-
ter than I that the Yazoo Pass Expedition and
the like could succged. When you got below and
took Port Grand “Gulf and vicinity I
thought you should go d'\\“n the river and join
General Bank

wish

When you

the

Gibson,
ou turned northward
the Big Blat red it was ke.
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“Yours very truly, “A. LINCOLN.

In all his letters the simple, unostentatious
nature of the man shines forth, ever willing to
acknowledge a fault or mistake of his own and
praise the worth of another.’

As soon as Mr Lincoln was elected, on No-
vember 6, 1860, he became practically the back-
hone of the Republie, fthout waiting to be in-
augurated While threats of secession were in
the air, and there was faltering and wavering
and indecision on every hand Lincoln let his
firm policy be known.

The following extracts from three of his let-
ters to snator Lyman Trumbull in December,
1860, show his position unequivocally:

“Let there be no compromise on the question
of ext?ndlng glavery. If there
be all our labor Is lost. The
dangerous ground Into which
some ‘of our friends have a
hankeging to run (s Popular
Sovereignty. Have none of it.
Stand, firm. The tug has to

east of
now to

you

by His Letters



His Character as Revealed by His Letters

come and better now than at any time hereafter.
> - > - L - L] L .
“If any of our friends do prove false and fix
up a comprom on the territorial question, I
am for fighting again, that is all. It is but re
tition for me to say that I am for an hones
ment of the Constitution, fugitive siav
included.
L . L L .
“Despatches have come two days in succes-
sion that the forts in uth Carolina will be sur-

rendered by the order or consent at least of the
Presi

scarcely believe this; but, if !t prove
true, I will, if our friends at Washington concur,
announce publicly at once that they are to -be
retaken after the inaugusation.’ This will give
the Union men a rallying ecry and preparation
will proceed somewhat- on their
side, as well as on the other,

“Yours as ever,\
“A.’ ' LINCOLN."




