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David E. George as I. Withes Booth
House Painter Who Posed as Lincoln's Assassin-Sixth Article
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John  Frilke.s  Bo.oth..    T.his. tipe  a  woman  was  the
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in suicide.
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a MHrse. F:y€,. iHfirr¥rirarper  makes  the following state-

ment:
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For,

by her later name of

a8;tinulng,Mr.'Bates

By F. L. BLACK
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"On the eve, of Ta,nuary 13th I was startled, and sur-
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alnter.    He was  eccentric,  and  though  he  claimed  to
e a painter of houses.  yet he _di_d no work.' "8¥r;i`i;;£r¥;S:W:`:E:iftn:g:|E;::ie!dal:#t¥ws2¥tra.,§j*;rtg¥:h:€
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time.
me  "oonfes8ioo"  Of  D.  E.  George  doe.  not  &t  ®1]

Above-A  letter  wrltten  by  D.  E.
George  Jue.  before  he commltted
oulclde.    H® wTonely dated  lt  lq02
lngtcad   of   1903.    H®  eay8.  .`1  am
Informed  that  I  "de a wll] a few
day.  aa®  and  I  am  lndletlnct of
havln8  done  eo.    I   hereby  recall
every  letter  Syllable  and  word  of
any wll] that I tiny  liave elgned at
Enld.    I owe Jack Bern.teln about
ten dollars but he has thy watch ln
paun for the ant."

The  will  referred  to  w8.   dated
Decembe.  31.  1902.  and  left  no®t
ot  hl®  mytl)lcal  e.tate  to  Gee.  E.
Sfnlth.      Jack   BernatelD  wee  an
Enld ealcoD keeper.

^t the lef t I. pert of a page ln
Joht]  Wltke.  Booth.®  handwltlng
from   hle    notebook.      Thl.   woe
firlnted  ln  the   ^prll   11   laeue  Of
The   Deorborn   lndebenden..     ^
careful ¢omparleon .hove no elm.
Ilarlty ln the handwrltlnc.I
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ai#aie  with  John  SamB.   Mrs.   Simmons'  brother,  over  Some
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There  is  no  doubt   that   D.   E.   George   made  the"confession"  which  Mrs.  Young  describes  in  her  state-

ment, but it was admittedly made under the influence of
morphine.
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scriptive terms used by  .\Ir.  Bates  to  describe  George's
personality:

Statement of W. E.  Robare:
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iihv%td,jfhehew## E{?,e hT,£#tsht:'|{ihi%.ract.  but  that  in  case  he"Soon  after  he first came to  EI  Reno  he once told  me  that

iio;:ga!dif:ta:?,#ia:?tdmhis::tn;oait|.?vi;d::!e;a:ehaf,jE:ttY!.ih!3?d?hffEii;n;ii!
he   did.I.

Statement ol  C.  R.  Miller, or EL Reno, Oklahoma:
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Mr.  Bates  says:    "When  the  editor  of the  EI  Reno
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out,  enough  ha,s  been  quoted  to  indicate  the  character
of the book.
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letters  to  George  from  George  D.  Smith,  Co]fax,  Iowa,
and thought he might be a relative and wired him.

Mr.   Bates   then   brings   in   "The   mysterious   Mr.
Smith"   whom   he   presents  as  the   fiscal   agent  of  the

Bn:#,edf?:Tt'iyi`:vghfio,ea:rs.:#.:to!said,s,e:s:whaaTvp:oai:,;np:1:es:t;%Eia,;i
promptly disposed of the "mystery."
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intimated  to  me  that  he  was  John  Wilke8  Booth,  but  Several
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Slo and the last amount was for $25, just before he died.    These
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could get more information as to whether or not I wtiuld be able
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matter."I  believe this is about all  tl]at would int®Test you, but will
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(Signed)     "Geo. E. Smith."
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On the supposition that there might be some connection

i:i:i:;,i:i[!i:,i:i:e§:t;:i:;i:;et::i:::;3;::icj:i:i:bit:v:¥ig:i.e::.;g;::is;i;i:t;i,*

;:a:h#a°!;#d!h:;;:u;ij:#n#a;;bg§§]:o::::i:e:b£;h:estp%it;'idnba¥:r:
lost.
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to the identity of this dead man with the picture, which
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I  showed  them,  when they replied  without a  moment's
hesitation :
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twenty-eight years was,  however,  "instantaneous."]
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Miss  Clara  Morris,  raises  this  brow  to  an uneven line
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about  Bootli's,  or  George.s,  coming  to  the  hotel.    He
said :
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such another character.

Booth,  he is a man without a model.    He looks like no
one else, he acted like no one else and he talked like flo
one else that I ever knew or saw.I "" `Well, Brown, who is this man?' "
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I saw or heard nothing more Of bin until about
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David E. George as  I. Wtlkes  Booth
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never "established."

The  statement  of  Messrs.  Dumont  and  Brown,  as
published by Mr. Bates, now claims attention:

"a-om  to .zLd  mtrdbed beloro  tn® thie.  the 22d dry of
Jonuny, 1008.
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Mr.  Penniman,  the  undertaker,  states  that  George
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died about 10 :30 or 11 o'clock on the
13.    Evqu  Mr.  Bates  quotes in  his

`     '        ,`        !  ,..,. I     `,,`'     -: ,.,.    `    =`,T!`,,h'-

a  --,-   `- I ,  . ey        ,.-, ` ` ,-,.-

/,i    ,`````-,.    J~.1       -

A :*,. ;    x?r»   ,9<*jif rdirrlha;3;kffi~.   .. `,     `    ~~

rf.:  i i;'ap+~J`..`.` ,-/J;i,#&J` .-,-,  ¢`.. ;;;;„ ,,   . :.
f¢...   i    >-I-.:''   ;i ..,. :`    `,';--fi ,....  i..I
.i     ``,^.   ¢    `at             .,.,.    i    ',.      ,

.     `^``    ,.--,. ~                           .,.. ``             .    .              ,`.

..     `,,I,     ,t¢    ,+         +I.,     ~        .-,         `    1'.    ,.``.     A

.•rf      I       /.<`,./   ,,   .`.   ?  ,,,,.

{`-y

`{JJ~     ,i,I ,-.,,  `,.i       i     ,

.,

7£,Irf     -;`..-+`    .,      i.,;,'.r=.A
r\r`J``` ,.-...  `JC-' .-., \     -(wlz-.    t     i{{,,   .I,:    .,.'-..

\

f;;d=;:;S&;,::,{S`:i::::`:-:i,.,
f#,;;.i..      ,;::?.:-,¢.rf

:RI*¢tr.!edz*fur,fr;`rii:::::

fotwj`H,ufc.`r;+.I.fz+
` i'S„ ,,-,, `  r .{` ,: .,,,- I ``,-.<-

-`    _i_   +'-*.`,>+.,toj5:`:*trho4.pr3.

:=iin~fxp`i,?£`ti.i

•-I,-~-  ,;,.,,.  :-

•,fT~.`/,=J
;/,.-;.+   JJ.`=^<

3`,:~}.t+-th.
a I,+:J'

gi{1.:'F:`ffi`jtff~

•!  ,,=         ..--.,..  ~

ffEEw¥FETri¥frwli£®±=wfff¥+E±TE#,*
dell.I .nd Cot.rlzed.

Clerk

April 25, i92s.
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The .Ienatur. of D. E. C.or.. .t th.
Ielt.  FIT.t trelow I. ..J. WIIlee Booth..
wrltten  by  Geor|®  for  Mr..  HarpEr
when  he  made  the  "confecolon'.  In
^pTll,   1900.   and    .econd    beta-   J.
WIIkco Boott)'. own .18nature.  '[her®

Im.t the Ofleheeet .e.efDblmce.
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the  I)raowoI®.c  „¢.rror, to whom Mr.  Bates referred,  was
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Tennessee Valley Historical Society.

B`izzard'. Bay, MaeL, Juno 10. 1903...Mr Oliver D Street
„Dor Sir:
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!det)tlocation)  has  had  .ny further tcatimony beyoz]d  the un-
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Memphh, Tend.
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(Sloed)    "J.uulu  Brute.  Booth.''

early days."
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