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EL-sl::el;.ninterviewgiJenexc|usive,yto
._the  Minneapolis `Daily  StaLr and Inter.
_national News Service, Miss Booth re.
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d}.Ii                    Long.  Debate  settled

T==.; `Ta±:t.er `£irf`.8_±tsr_\8   of£   1iri;a:ril€w.rs ioriAio}`'years,    Miss  t  Booth    finally    revealed.
s.z' that  the  story  o£  Finis  L.  Bates  was `

ilo  i true,  thus  settling  a  eontroyer.y  that
ria    has  raged.for  yeai.s  since  I.t  wag  an.
|v    npunced  Booth  was  killed  ip  .  barn
!jIA  on  the  Gar.rett  plantation  near Bowl.
Inoiing  Greein,  Va.   .
IC[  t     "Wilkes   Booth   met.   inis`  mother.  `a
.  ulyear  after  the  assassination  and  told~'
10} her   aH   about   the   plot,   its   ex.cutio`n
V   and   his    carefully  -planned    ecoape,..`
IncMiss  Booth  saLid.
t}1J     `,`They  met  in' San  Francisc.  after

::;i::::i:i;£{a;§j:;::;iifv¥idi:i[iniaijai;oit;;d|i;at;i:;::

MINNEAPOLIS,   Minn.,   Feb.   21.-'
John  Wilkes Booth  escai)ed.    This wag
admitted  hei.e  Sattirday  by  his  niece.

¥±,::{?P±?_  Booth,    breaking   the    sixty-

_ _     _    -v..u,\|t=J`i>l^,||
pet.tod  a  member  of  thJe  company   ol
hal.   ,`--t^     tl,    ,      ____    ----, I,,|JIJct(|y    01her  uncle,  Edwin  Booth.

Sh.e   Has   lived   foi.  .many.  years   ]n

c¥;n:in;jig::I:Sate:£n;i;:wSWo:tid:::¥:°i:i°¥¥?_(
tion.

John,   Wilkes    B;olh    lived    thlrty-
eight   years   after  the .death   of  |ln.
coin  art.a  his  ow'n  supposed  death  and
died  by his  own  hand  in  loo?  in`£ EI|id,O=::__a:_i#__±

--`-,`,?'-`-8se  ,

ENID   STORY   0F

B00TH'S   DEATH

B'OBS   UP  AGAIN
co,NTn``uED   iiROM   PAGE   ONIE

Dr.    Clai.ence    True   Wilson,   -retired
lobbyist   foi.   the   Methodist   Episccip.al
chut.ch,  in  Washington,   D.   C.,   spent
yea.rs  looking  o`rer rfc,ords  rjertain{ng

::a:hebedepaut:]ifs.h¥is]:_°:CttToS]]:;]]'ea:f¥`t{]:
own,    is   that    sect.et    gel.vice   guards
under  Colonel  Baker  missed theii` man-£t -the  Gai`i-ett  1]arii``-iricl that David E.

George,  who  died`  ill  Enid,  Ok]a.,` was
the   true   assassin   of   Abraham.  Lin.
coin. ,

Body  Was  Ia=tified
By  Oi`i  Acquaintance

The  foregoing  story    from    Minne-
apolis,  was  shown  to   Secretary  J.  8..
Thobur]i,  of  the  Oklahoma  Historical
society  and  he  was   asked  a§. to   his
opinion    coricel.ming    the  identity    of
John  Wilkes  Booth    and    I)avid    E:
George.     Like   most  noen  wfio   fo]lo
historic_al  research  as  a  pursuit,_ q}ho-
burn,  is  cautious  and  conservative  ln
regard .to   forming   hasty   conclusions
concerning. matters  of . popular  inter-
est   over.   wtiich   tnei.e   is   ground   for.
disi)ute  or  difference  of  opinion.  Tho.
bui`n  is`fai.  fi.om  being  c.I`eduloris  con-
eel.ming   serisatioml   stories,   such   as
tis-:]tke°s"Bhoeotfrh][eg:dES:£!:,£detw°efn¢t)7.::%

years   dgo.     In   reply   to   the  inquiry,
he  made  the  folio-wing  stateh,lent:

.Tli®bnl.n's Statenient
•`"fror  yeai.s  I  was  ska'ptical  cancel.n-

jng`  tb€   story  of  .]ctii]   Wilkes  Booth

i:.8;i:ga+,Tsdpee];ta±%h[,rs_Stawyneai`i`fe}:Lg:!8:
I   paid  *!ttle   or   no   attention   to   the
matter  fQr  I-  did  not-' regard    it    as
worthy    sgriou%    consideration.      The
late  TV.  P.  Camt}be}l.  foundet.  and  cus.
todian  of  the  Oklahoma  Historical  so-

--I

ciety, -wh-o-had  per.sonally  met  Davj-d
H.   Gaol.ge  several  tii`ies,  took  a  gi`eat
deal  of  interest  in  the  stol.y  art.a,_  dur-
ing  the  last  years  of  his  life,  coriduct-
ed   extehslve   researches`  into  the   de-
tails  of  the  amazing  storgiv  of  the  al.
Ieged  escalpe and subsequent  c.areer  of
'the    assassin    of   Abraha,in    Lincoln.
Most  pecxple  who  knew  Cainpbell  dur-
lng   this   pel`ioct   r/egarqed-the   ivhoie
matter.  as  a  `:agary  of  an  old  man.
The    fac`t     remaing.     hoivevei.,     that
Canipbell accumulated a lot of mighty
intei.esting  data  which  tended  to  cor-
roborate the  stoi`y.   A'mo!ig the lettei.s
which  lie  left  ln  his  accumulated  cor-
respond`ence   were   several   fi.om   Miss
Eilinrfene+  Bootft-   otf   Minneapolis, wlfo--
eerfainly  did  not \take  issue  witli  him,
and  wlio  was  evidently  much  interest-
ed   `in`   his    effor,t  to  gather  up  the
threads  which ivould enable him to  re-
consti`uct  t,he  story  in  detail.

DI..  Wilson Is  Intei.ested
``Dr.  Clarence True  Wilson of Wash-

ington,  D.  a.;  mentioned  in  the Minne-
apolis  story,  paid two  visits  to  Okla-
homa  City  to  see  Campbell,  the  last
being  less  than  a  year  ago  and  only
a  few. weeks  before  Campbell'`s  death.
In ` his   youth,   Doctor   Wilson   taLug`ht
school    in    the   'neighborhood    wh`ere
Booth   had   made  his   escape  and   he
said  jt    was    a-    matter  of  common
knowledge  among  the  people  of  that
vicinity  that  the  man  who  was  killed
by  Colonel  Baker's  pursuers  i`.as  not
John  Wilkes  Booth.    I  spent  an  hour
with  Doctor Wilson  on  the occasion  of
his  last  visit  to   Oklahonla,  City.     He
to!d  me  tHat  }ie  h&¢  car.efully  inspect:
ed  the  embalmed  cadaver  of  the  En-id
suicide,   at   Memphis,   only   a   day   or
two  before,  and  that  he  had  positive-
lyldentified  it  by  scat.a.'    apd    other

ge%';ksonwEi:hpeT:::#?fwo¥tT,t°wlas
Booth.

•             n            *(l`-S-

Rewal'd Nov:p'Claimed        J    u'
"Tlie   fact   tha.'t   the   reward`  which

was  offered by the federali government
foi.  the  a|)Prehension  o€  -John  Wilkes
Booth,     dead    oi.    alive.    `vas    never
claimed   ls   certa,inly   significarit   of   a
possible  escape."I   ha.ve   ne`Jer   followed   the   story
out  jn  Its  details  but,  .from  what  has-corhe  to  my  knowledge,  I    am     Con.
ttinced  that  it  is  not  merely  plausible
but   also   entitled   to   consideration   if
not  credence.    The  one  phs,se  concei`n-
ing   which     I     would     have   serious
doubts  viould  b'e  the  insinuation  con-
cern'lng  the  imi)1ication  Q£  Vice,  Presi-
dent   Andrew   Johnson     in    the   I)lot.
This  did not  sound  rcasonabla  to  me."

Enid  People  Were
Skeptical  of  claim      D

1`    With   a,  few   exceptions,   the   p,g
o£  Enid,  where  D.avid  E.  Georg6-::t
his   ±i_f_e_1     never     b?|ifved     the   rna

claim   tcp  I;eing   John   WilkeB Bo
At  the time  of  George'S` deith  his
t\ension   received   scafit   attention,

j'ect  altd  delivered  a`-series  of

some  time _later  a  man  came  to  Enid,I
investigated  the  case  and  declared  to(
the W0I.l¢  that  the  deceased  `vas  John(
wi7ilkes   Booth.`   This   was     Finis     L.)
Ba,tes.

Bates  sp6nt  much.`time  on  the  sub-I
lectures. \

When  he lectul.ed in Enid,  he  was not
`v.'ery  well  received,  for  most  of ,those
presen_t disbelieved his story.

Geol.ge's  body.,was  embalmed by W,
8.  Pennimaiia and remained in Penni.
man's  posses.sion  many  }.ears.+    Penni.
man    placed   the   body    in   an   open
w=Ocidelr`hoi~, -and ib` 8tcod,'_4n  a  c®r=ner
of   his   undertaking   establishment   at
Enid  for  many  yeai`s.-   =The  body  was
not   claimed,  so  far  as  is  known,  tty
any  relatives  of  John  W-ilk6s  Booth.
It  was  viewed  by  t)rzousands   of   per.
S0ns.
`  When  Penn]man  sold  his  business,

:v:is¥::%8:::]9osneow££ttiet];eodny:WA°Ws::::;I
time  afterwards  the  body  disappeared i
from  the  undertaking   establishment. i
It  is  reported  now  to  be  stored  ln  a;
garage in  Memphis,  Tenn.          __          ~J
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siiTe   had -seen:`hLe9  stri  amrdfy'

*#atheah:f.a,i-eoJqu`e,?`ELaLl1':-?.I:)_O,u^t`ft'.+`-`t`:`
1

e _family

Sl]e IJ^]v€d vyith  Uncle
`\  'Iflss  E;-;ta~ i=atts -i-;`:.--a` ;-o-;--side+rTat;Ic

)period  a  member  of  th-e  companyher  uncle,  Edwin  Booth.
She   Pas   lived   for   many`  yearS:

Min`neapolis    and    was   out   of   to
with  oth.er  member.s  of  the  family
tll`the  recent   visit   of  a.  relativ.  W
continues   to   follow   the
tion.

John    Wilkes    Booth    lived    thlrt,y-'-
eight   jrears   after  the .death   of   LII`-
eofn  ap.a  his  own  supposed  death  and-
died  by`his  own  hand  in  1903 in  Epld,

at  the  age   of   65   years.
'± illE9£!eEt±!is~m]+RE.+_   ,+

seen  hy  his  mother  lh  Sa
Fra.neisco a year  after his  escape.

y_ealea' his  identitly  twiee,  once wher€it'
>   betleved   he   was   dying   and   once+

his  death  bed.
Ho  produce(1  a  photograph  provfn

is   identity   that   was  identlfied`/b
dwin  Booth  and  Jos`eph  Jeffersori.
He  left  behihd  him  a  swor`n  state.`

:t:.;:a:;:]d:e::g¥e¥t::o:tstsc:cdecrere:¥eJiEu:t::I:#i
igrnBed  for  his  escape.L`^;,-            Wrong  M?ii  was  Kflled

i;I:;i:tt;e;i;:i:i;::Oa::e:h;£`b:adrdn;;t±:t¥
lj+;. BQoth  had  esc.aped  from  the  Garrettt..

£[%chee::::;yof£¥:nFso::s=:::i,e:.reates#
I`ity  on  the  subject  is  true,  Miss

[#:¥¥h;i:a,::¥ea3o;dy;¥:a:3:c:hf:i:a:::;[sT{€:I
h`at   answered     the     description     ot`
ooth.

Eddy  Is  Embalmed                 .   )
The   body   has   been   embalmed   sd

hat  it  will  remain     intaLct    for   `1Onrf
ears.     It    was    examined    in    192g±`i.

nineteen  years  after  his   death,   . ad-
Sording  to  the  story  Miss  Booth  hh+
admitted  is  true.

``John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  man  ` wha`
*sgassinated    .President     Lincoln     at

ord's theater on 'the  eve  of April  14,
865,  died  by  his  own  hand  of  poison
I  the  Grand  Avenue  hotel  at  Enid.
k!ahoma, _ctnL` January  13,  i903," Miss
octh` said   Sathi.day.''¥u`i:,f.:r:i;fe?i:c:aa,:;o:t:oegt::e:::s::osfiiio:oh:i

ages  o£_27  years,  before  he  mur.
ere.d    the   president,    at     38     years.
]even   years   after   the   assassinaltidn

nineteen   years  before   his   death

Took  Two  New  Names
Prominent men  holding that Booth

not \killed   in   the .Garrett   I;al'n

Fnaqvuejr:=shaouns,tyedtoth:iuebjteoctt¥e`t:a;t:i:
slion  that  he  lived  to  be  65  years  old
ELnder \the   names   of  _John   St.   Helen

David  E.  G.eorge.
"Finis L.  Bates,  probably  the  great-

authority` on   the   subject,   knew
ohm  Wi|kes Booth  as  John  St.  Helen
t  Granbury,  Texas."It   was   there`when   Bboth     was
eathly  ill,  that he  confessed to  Bates
ls\true  identity  and  presente`d    hlng
ith  a tintype which  was ,later i¢enti-

iled  by    members    of    Booth's    oW,nt
amily  and  by  Joseph  Jefferson,    tle6
ctor.„  -
ieter.  according  to Bla.nche F.Q_Oth

llllra TEnid  people  were            '

Skeptical  of  claim      ,            ~,,


