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LIHcoLH. s   pljACE   IrT  TT,ro  vlvlD  MEb,f!ORIEs

By  James  I..  Ford

HE  I_EARS  thaongh  which   Abra-  )
hedi Lincoha r`see from obscurity to  I

~ w`orld-wide fame were 'five  in nun-

. but crowded with' the events that try
's   sotits.   \` With\  dramactic ` sndaenness.

cariae into the eyes .of the gzitire nation `((+giv,hen  .he` `?d¢resse¢   a   great  ,atrdiepce  in

if=#j:::¥n:£gr:Aap££ehr:5:[ge::6t::f=Fwe:rTda::
It  has ,been  rLgy priwikege  to  hear  both

those   events  de;cribed  by  eye-witnesses
who   are   perhaps -_theJ  only   perscFns,  still

Spes]£   with   absofute-  au=
omds isneu,

' Of -New York, was

i present at the` a-cope `Union meeting, and
!W., J., Ferguson,  the  vdeefan  actor,  stood
;-`iL   the  wiags   of   FOTd's   T-heater   on  the

t  Of '.the .grca,test  tragedy  iEL the  his-

``the  'most`  important   and   states.manlike

document  evei   offered  to  the  Ameriea'n
people'."     Its- effect  in ~the  South  was  to

ERIE•aHay  resentment  against  the  \North  and

postpone  the  inevitable  conflict  until  the
North became strong enifugh to win.

The-'country    north   Of   Masori's   and`
Dixon'sJine was  by mo means~uianinous
in   its` oirosition  to  -slavery  prrigvl-ous 'to
the   Civil  W'ar.     N6iv'  York  Contained   a
]*rge  unruly  element  that  had  no  gym-
path¥ with the oppres-sod race, and also a
wealthier-group   openly  hostile   to .abo-
lition on personal grounds, fearing that 'it
would  disrupt  eomzperce.    It  was  there-
fore  an  audience  not  altog§ther  iB  synl-
pathy  with  the  purpose  Of  the  lneeting
th;t  filled  the  hah  Of  assembly to reple-
ti_on  when  `the  curtain  rose  `on  the  pin
lt!¥tew¥,stE:st::£tt:I:=-eoffo::¥erw,ahar;

mp#ti:n3sofc:n£#£#n%d"that  diver
I

enmplete`  understanding  Of  the   situa

t\#ghdeEL±gigbE¥gi

than- had  this  Western  peditidan  twhgiv
reputation was\ yet to be made.   He diz±€

::atdethmea¥d°rtehm¥n¥±::ffothnenbg°tnh:tqng
was 'a  strchg  feeling  against  `admgr#
`slav-er-y  inter\ th6  new  perrito_ry.    He  kne
also    that    SotlthgrrL``f   ling    had    bet
ar-oused  as  never  before thy  John  Brow€
+futile/ raid  at '`Harper's_-Ferry    and  tri
many Of her  statesm.en  believed  ¥rCiz
•ha've `been  a  tool  oi the  Reprbli`can
and  they  threatened  to  secede  I roin
Union   if   a   Republican    President   rty#
elected.

William  Cullen  Bryant,  whose  f
a  poet_ still lives,` was  also  at this t
editor`  of  the  influential  "Evening
and  a  most  distinguish_ed-\figure  in  pe

of our country and saw the.,assassina-   views sherd be Fepres6nted  in tkyt audl
of the president.       T                               i,ere, for Mr. Coqur hed``desigmed the hal

Negro  slavery, 'wihi'ck  had hQ{;n  a burn-  li  as a forath for the umhampgiv expression
ing`questionfr?¥__theL::.rl¥__ye_a^r.:._of+{0_a:i:€eguB]%ace?PL?:niewgoe:,d±?h¥erf=±ntedbede

last  nin  in  Ne'w._ York,  str®ng' Abolition-ihistory `as   a  nation,-  had  for ;some  time
threatened  the  dismption  of  the  `UnionJ  i:t that he was, tQ deprive af5y one  of the
when Mrs  Lincoha  made  ifes first~ bow `be-
£ore a  New Y`or¥  atrdience.`  Ten ye,arso ke-
fore,  almast  tor  the  day,  Banied  Webster
had  made  his  famous  "Seveyth  o£ RIarch
Speech,"  as  it  is  knQ:wn  in  the  armals  Of
the controversy, in defense Of the fugitive
Brave   law,   a   speech-  that   aroused   the
greatest     antagonism     through6ut     t¥o
length  and   breadth  of  his  native -New
Ehgland and viritiauy b'roughf his career
to   a    Close Lj±  depriv.eLi film   Of   the
Presidential    n®minatiQn   iri    1852.      The
feeling that he had gueeumbed `to the slave
HSwer \®£  the   South  waE8   sLbly  v;iee¢  6y
the  pcet Whifeier  ln his `paem  "Ichabed."
-Ftf was  nck  until, years  afterward  that
:-froughtfnd  Americans  realized  that` thi\s
speech  ays ire lane  of them' phrased

privilege   Of   speaking.-  his   mind   within
I  those  iryalls.

Lincoln's   appearance   a\t   the   meeting
wigs due to one 6f thos`e. forfunate chances
that so often shape the destiny Of nations
His  son,  Robsrt,  then  an ,applicant  for
admission  to  Harv'ard  College,  had  failed

; +in  His  ex`ariinations  and  written  the  dole\rful  13ows  to  his.father`, :the  result  being

'i that The `latter  made  the  journey to  'Cam
bridge  for the  purpose  Of `aiding\ his `sQ
It was  while-there  that  the \ izivitation+|.speak  reached  hiin,  the  fanye  Of  his  de

:oat bin- but I€,ttle to interrfupt h~is 5ourrley

affairs.     It7 was   ke  wEo  `presided' a€,`
rieeting.  at   which  'Horace   Greeley``
other  men   `of  local  renc}wn   spoke,
it  wa`s  he  who  introduced  the  most
seeing   man   amcmg   them , in   .all.  t
words :

"We   sha]l`next   have   the   pleas
hearing  f'rch   Mr.  Abraham   Linci
Illinois, ,of whom  some  a-f  you  have  do
less  heard:"

Mr.`   Smell,   now'  in   his
year, and  the  head   of  aA firm  of
piiuters that was in existence when` Ca
Street  wias  a  canal,  was  at  this  tiinie-'' gaged  in  painting portions  of  the``GQo

L-nion  Bnilding  arid  was,  therefo2--a,i
to ent€r the hall  and secure  a  seat ,di
y .in  front of  the  sp!akers"  platfo¥EB-

foz.e  the  door%were  thrown   opep.  t®
multitude.      The-\`to-cca:Zion   lives   vity
his  memory  to  the`±PE$3e,nt  day7

!:eE:,ii¥ji-`ti::t!:e::E:-±i-;:o:n+g:ti;:iti:?;i|;#;uFe-Feg!
I--back  to  nlinofs,\he

Badnri`ts-that

decided-to  in;ke, the  Eeetion,
effCiit.    He  took  the  train  for,  New  York   Purpoi
meditating on his spes'ch\and nein dream-   Wen  i1~,

QlnLaLz±d=hiaLfa=fafi:.
even the mamegrbf

resen6d=note  t#€a-g~-t'i-;i Ei;  words* were destined  to  mold\  fu  th?-I+\Cit#s  Pop
11

es  and those of tbe

Ii IS `a ;omp1;p sdFing trfu I.i;s Cpoper Union speech ip 186_0 in_ida'Abraham 'Limgbl; Pr=esideat.   Hdw poor _a judge oI`the-impor±dpce

al`drenesJ a Contemporary  press may _be  is  sl}owijn eby-the i?ct  that tire
the  East,. wats

``ccl;eaed?  try  neither-"harper'±', nor  "L6,s!ie's:'_  the  two  ±]Iexstr`afe
Cco:per  UniQfe  meeting, vhich  fatrodu¢ed. Linc<oln  to

weeREI:es df the''day.   -Search of  the riles, failed -±o_ reveal-as  inuf.
asaL to- Say bf-air Hlrist5ati6ti.



_      _     __   _    __   \

I,inooln.s  Place   in  Two  vivid  Ellemories              2

:#on¥5gt`Iig.-;a;n¥]Ee±`hss6Sa:Eve::=fg`
`  _IiiE
_\\`-

_-\
\

~`¢_iIrhen   Abrapapr  `Lincdlh,  stood   up.+ `ap _i  the  necessityrarisin§__froin  its  actual  pre§.

a!r. tha.t  would`''have  driven  almost  thy i

8aia, :a¥:toe-cant yet  afft;rd  to. lct` `itT-8ione
where  it  is,  because  that  much  is  due  to

€i_k.a  hotyl  pi`6,se  from  the  back  Of` then |~ence  ip .th-e.-nation,  b-ut  can  ve, -while  our
-~

an  fro.in  che` platform,"  Said  Mr.   Sneil-me  the  other  day. '  -`,`Put he must -have

i  tent  .a¥d. ¥Pe`n  :t  k:st  he  .got  uri¢di  wayI  pitied  him,  for  he ,cut  a  poor  figure
fLlongside  o`f  the  gentlemen  on  the  plat-
¥tr°orrTa±rHoeris;eh:em:ot£:`c[::;d:g;c±tna¥;',--

i:Laa#i:if;ppistvoerr¥gfo£¥]£ceidg£:=ps=
!L  -tic-looking clothes sinply hang on him ip-

|   stead  of  looking  as -if, he  had  p`ut  them

fg¥I::f:;Vy:I:'en#;unbE::h,:±o-b!r!t:o:re:a:t.:ai;
b[e. for his appea.rance began to -doubt the
.tyirdoin  of  their--chdice.-` But  as  he-went`
on  the   audienc6' `forgot  his/ ,lack  Of .peF`
sdrial  distinction,  his  awkivard Ggure`-and

|`  P+is: ill-£tting.clg.the§.     the `ngise  ira  the
i]Yack-of `the`` hall   ceased,,  `and`  every  ,o`pe
Bsteaed  with ckeeh `attenti6ri.    You  could`
hear  a  pin  di6p  f¥dm  that  time  until  he
closed,  and  th.ch  there. was  srich  abpiause

never listened to in my life.   The`Jpeo-

votes  pre_vent  it,  allow  it `to  spread  into
the  `_national-  terri.tot.ies   and`/-€o`  oberrun`
tis   here_  in   these`~free   states?     If-our
sense   of  duty   forbids   this   there   let `us
stand_ by  our   drat; -fearles§}y  and .effect-^
tiv`ct*-     Ijet   us`'be'  div'e_rted   by   nan_e_.,Of
t`hgse`` statistical.~-€ontrivAnees . wherewith
w6.   a_re   So  'industrious]y   p`li'ed   and   be-

I.g::ie;:;ou;:,.oi:i¥:f:rt:hgeir:ei#:::c:ues:iLaf;

•;:.:``.::::-:-:;:;-:`;::-;;:::ii.:-:-`-`-:,--`-:I:.:;-:::-;:::.:;:::-:;.::.-:.-:,`:::;:i:-::--;-.:i::::--:::::::

:dutyas-we¥ndbrstand  it."    `       `
1  `   A` write¥ i,a-"The  Neiv  ¥ork` Hera^Id"  of
i the following  day, 'sald  to be  Mr.  86nnett
<ET;ffifgfd%:RE±c%[£:y'.

-plc. rose'  in  the.ir 'seats  and  cheered  higr,

and the bemoerats who-had  triedito-howl
i±iLm_ _dg_v[r! _e?__in_g_ .lie  td  th€eLLgdgg+ifee_

atform   to    shake   hands   with   him."
Mr.  Linc`¢ln's. speach ryas  in  pert.ect  ac--id wich` the selftimen-t of the.wise men o£

B`ep_ubtiean  party  that  a  conciliatpry
de` toward  the  \South ' should-be -the

also  as  the  cheat'er's `-ca`r]  boy.
t,his   last-named   capacity  that

coripa`ny` -an

a few weck.s before true night of the
siriation .a€| ithe   house`-in-whfeh
a`fterward  died,  his  errand  being~'th
tri.bution  6f the parts_ fort- a new pk]
tering the Togm of one._of these -a-cto:]
saw  WilK€s  Booth  lying  on  the  bed

Tsanie   tied   on   whicH~  t_h6   Pre'sid'ent
breath6d _.his  last.

8n.+t_h.e.:=i¥h_t_.jo,I-f¥.etr_egedy_Ferqu`#was  standing. with .Miss  keen€`-in  thTe.`.
trance  directly  oppos`ite.  the` Presideir
box,,  watching -one =af  th'e,  s¢.enes  of  i:I

£:er5c;ao:hceonut:i:1:;,heT:xf{:afu£:;f=;
th`e  Pres`ident  and  than  leap  to. the
dagge_r  in  hand,+and-Stagger  on  his
en leg directly -toward `the ;.ntrance,
p`assing betweeh the,two hoifified plg
he mere his way. to the stage  door.

I   a  Mr.   Fergusgn`  declares   most  Posit
I that' Booth  tittdred  not  a  Single.w6rd

i'ing_ his  progress  iron _th`e` ti3x  to
i  isal awkwardness.    Hi.s\vo!ce is inarp and -`trarice

powerful, and at tizries dwindle5`-ta a shrill,
unple?us`ant= sound.    His  delivery  slow `an

Leinbh:tic and_`his  face  mobile."    Had
chronicler  posrsesse¢  t`he  gi£! ut  foiesight
he`  might ,have`   added  that   the-  sbeaker

ie   semp-er
in  whicL `he  himself  stood.

semp`er` t    annis"  myth  he._bellrde8|
ave _b,ee:?\.created by  an  imagiaative I

eporter, Lwh®  felt  it  incumbent  on  him
give  a  final  drama`tic  touch  to  th6`Irro
stunendous -tragedy err-acted on the won.-±d'S

i  left  tfie   plaLtfo_rm   with   the'  PresidentialL .`sfage  sirice-the-in-urdei= -;I-5-ari=:  'a=€:i:i

I  nominaLtion.  in. the  hollow  o£L  his  h-and.  ' -  That  repo_it`er  wa`s  4.'-.`,-R.  Cazauran, 'inhoi`  .Prgpably the ®nry person still living who,.` in  the  following  dec;`d;  re-ndered
was an eye-witng¥ `of the `murder.of Abra--Sef;ice .. to   the-Ainerican \ dramS
ham  I]incoln  is  that` adriirable  comedian  chief   Iieut€bant   of   A.  -fit-.-i;air:;; .;¥{
Willian` J.   Fe.rgilson,   who   has   a   vivid  the Union  Square  Theater.`                             I

:.:¥i.
'!  Te€ollection of every detail  of- the  tragedy  I    After `the   remov`al   of  Linco`ln_` to  `the;;
1`    1,1                         I                            I-,        ,1,                     I-,                                                       `       fthat   wasr  _enacted   before   h-is   eyes   `and  house over the way Ferguson obtained`

whose  ac7couqt, may. Safe_Idy,  be  accep,ted  as  missiori  also  through  his  frieidship
authoritative   and   final.  `~             )   .
.rfe:Ferguson,.whosenainemaybefouna~,:hpes£?ms-°afndthteheprre°P=::t°£Lfa:;hfi

autkyritative   and   final.  *`-            )   ,             -,the  Son-of  the  prop,rietor,  marae` his  ;

Lflle+9_p_ej£_ T._¥p_i±`i   aneetia±.  I O``i~iie-i~!siii!i'` 9_`f--±h:9i-=f=_i;I--n`iE~h-tr _T;-;; dying  onr the  sarfe  bed  on  +wriich~,he


