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OHN FARRAR. editor of the
J Bookman, charged the other
night that Sherwood Aaderson
and his particular group of hook-

men do not dramatize life.

Many of us do not. ¥For a great
number life ig nothing hut day and
nigat, the office, a good dinner, a
round &f golf which doesn’'t shock
the record-makers. For other |t
consizts of what I sez to him and he
sez to, me. But not for Quiney

- ~Pred Black, of the staff of tha
| Dearborn Independent, Henry Ford's
publication, has gpsnt the greater
part of the last four yearas in a
| research revelving around what are
called the John Wilkes Booth myths,
a set of Led-time stories intended
| by their raconteurs to show that
history was and is an arch deceiver
and that Booth, far from dying by
a soldier's bullet a few weeks after
Abraham Lincoln's assassination at
the actor Booth's hands, escaped
and died in Oklahoma in 1903,

Kilby, who livea in Brooklline,
Mass,, read the stories th -
sut of Black's Investigations. Kil-
by is a lecturer on Dickens, a con-
tributor to “Life” and other maga-
zinas, and was in earlier years man-
ager of the Bijou theater, Boston;
Bertha Kalich and Hanlon’s “Su-
perba.”

- L] '
HE past week l;'a wrote a let-
I ter to Black which reveals the
drametic sense at work, the
Aramatic sernse which quickens the
pulse anl gives verve to the mono--
rone canvas -which the Iconoclast
names “Life” {in his pessimistic
cataleg. A
The letter reads:

“My friend Houdini tslls me
that it is ygu who have been
sending me your articles about
John Wilkes Booth, and I wish
to sincerely thank you, as I am
jdeeply interested in the subject
and find your articles very in-
teresting and accurate. Only a
vear ago, on the anniversary
of Lincoln’s death, I lectured o
é}gaet agguaiu&ﬂoﬂ in 't.?‘o Ol

e house, Eosten, in the very
room whmrcou!%ﬁ'y's inde-
pendence orn several years
before the Revolution.

“And now let me tell you of

{ some cecincidences. My friend
Rachel Noahh France was play-
ing Opk»lia® to BEdwin Booth's
Harmnlet e evening of April 6,
1865, and as she was standing
in the wlu'% awalting her cue

who shoyld alo but John
Wilkes Beg‘ ,mvitﬁ: ‘Hullo,
little girl, They tell me you've
been wetting married since I
saw you.'” They chatted till her
cue came and she went on the
stage. She mnever saw him
agein, and the next thing she
heard c¢f him was the assessina-
tton, Well, T was reading the
first of your articles when the
docrtel]l rang and a hoy brought
. Mme a telerram telling me that
Rachel! had died.

- ALMENAK_

Byw.c.m,,

“I telephoned the news to the
Boston Zerzld, and told them if
they sent up a man I would
give him a storv on the subject.
I thouzht T might have an old
card phatograph of "her and
went to Issk for it. The firat

icture 1 found was one of John

“T¥es Bouth The next was one
of Clera Norris and I already
had it In mind to tell the news-
paper man a story which con-
cerned John Booth, Clara Mor-
ris and Rachel Noah, when in
Fit'sburg Rachel was playin
Juliet John’s  Romeo, an
Clara Morris was a ballet gir]
{rl‘nethpi ccmpany. I soon found

- of el, b
it wusn’@ *he n'éﬁ ‘one &"éu\;‘:
to, as it should have been to

make the story complete,
“Thursday, ?’[ﬁ\i 3"(# John
Booth msat his friend lando
Torupkins, one of the proprietors
of the Boston theater, and sai
to him, ‘Here, Lando, I n Qg
Eavo you anything,' and tnok
im into Jones,-Ball and Poor's
ewelry stors and bought a
1oodstone ring, Inside of which
2e had enrraved ‘TJ.W.B. to O.T.
When Orlgndo Tompking® died
the ring descended to Rjs s=on,
Bugene, whose secretary I was,
end when TFugene died hig

widow gave it t :
while T- svu read -no vé l&?g
¢f Booth's suffer n‘; and death

I wes wearing on my finger the
ing he had hought a fort
ge.f‘g;e 'he died. T o, right
'wo occasions my frien
Harry Hawk told me his ex!
perlences at the time of the
assassination and how as he was
standing alone on the stage
he recognized Rooth as he ran
him. T have met all six
people who were in the company
that night and T own two pro-
grams, one of which is the
true one and the other the one
better known that says the oc-
casion will bs honored by the
gresenco of President TLincol
ut which was not printed til
the next day,

“l myself am descended from
Thomas Lincoln, the cooper o
Hingham, Mass, fr who!
also was descended Abraham
Lincoln, he of the sixth eenera-
tinon and I of the seventh. and

erhaps we Inherited our height
rom the same man, as Lincoln
wes € feet 4 and T am 6, 5.

“In October 1904, 1 was in
Breringfleld, 111, and went to
visit the Lincoln homestead,
then In charge of Mrs. Lindoin's
gister and niece. As T was talk-

ing to the mother the daughter

came up and raid other. You'll
have to.g&« th, I can’t do
anything t m.” T sald to

myself: ‘Booth! and in the Lin-
coln house, 1 waonder if it is
R savage 607 of something.’
Finally curiosity got the better
of me and T safd to the daugh-
ter: ‘T heard you mention the
name of Booth Will you ,plculo
tell me what that means? ‘Oh,
that's our grocer,’ she sald.”



