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BOSTON CORBETT NOT’ DEAD? i¥cate i f fterward,

I'hree > r Su S £ received
The Slayer of Wilkes Rogth Sald to Be a letter st 1 - 1t Ne

Selling Patent Medicines in the South. r“, o R LR greor \([,v'_'f },'.""U oo
From the Topeka Daily (' opital h country appa v rellable’ ;
When Boston Corbett, the slayer of John ici
Wilkes Booth, escaped from the Topeka ur r I \ regiment
insane asylum in 1888, he was marked “dead” 1 (tter by
on the records of the institution and legally Corbett
if not literally, passed out of existence. The W-aR ¢
conclusion on the part of the asylum officials
that Corbett was dead was accepted by the
public without question The newspapers
commented briefly upon his mysterious dis
appearance, and Kansas speedily forgot
the eccentric character who was the active

which news

of his death can Y g
served

instrumment In avenging the assassination
of Abraham Lincoln .

And now, after thirteen vears, Corbett has
been resurrected. For more than four years
past he has been a travelling salesman f«
W. W. Gavitt & Co., who conduct a proprie
tary medicine concern in Topeka. Both
his employers and his guardian have in re-
cent times used eV ffort to induce Cor
bett to return to Kansas. He Las property
interests in Cloud county, and the Govern-
ment owes him over 81,500 back pension, not
a cent of which he will ever be able to draw
until the fact that he is alive is established
by his own affidavit to that effect It has
bee ted to him that his sanity will
be easily established and his re e from
the asylam legally secu but Corbett is

and suspicious, and fus set foot
on Kansas soi He lives in and travels
through OF 1 and Texas, and for

long time had headquarters e Enid,
1 A

he owns so
of Topeka L
some weeks a ! » never ex]
return to Kan , &n 1at the Goverument
wids welconie pension uioney
Corbett veurs old Ile was al-
ways { n the time he enlisted ¥ e
in the army the trend of his mental idiosyn - —
AS Y ard religious fanaticism. He
was intensely iglous, and was alwa
considered 15 by his neighbors in
Cloud county orbett never married, and
up to the he was sent to the asylum
lived alone ¢ n his claim in Cloud
county He t armed and his
shack was fortified and equipped with ever;
brand of “shooting iron” k wn to the Weat-
ern trade. He labor 1 the delusion
that members of ) h family were
follow murde
him, an a stranger's
life to walk across
1 as the di
1 House of Rep-
Leglslature dur-
He wa serving
airms of the House
lies’. galler On
after llcall he appeared
ith a revolver in ! hand
and gesticulating and the
I tely adjourned without delay,
some of members -craw der the
s and I s bolting tl gn the doors
into the committee roc A detail
alled, and, after sc manes.
was surrounded and cap-
on the charge of lnsanity
followed + was given considerable free-
dom at v Institution and was allowed to
circulate at liberty about t} ounds One

day the out
hiorseba (
bett

near

1 ‘or-
standing
the 1 », 1 e ial notice was
taken of 1 YA attendant
saw him mount disappear

wn the road, burnin ind as he went







