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On  July  lst,1921,   the   follo`.ring  questions  T7ero   sent

i.fr.  i;`ermiman,   tile  underta,ker  in  whose  establistrnent  at  'rfuid,

O]da.   tile   bod.y  of  lavid.  I..   Ctoorge  \+&s  embalmed  in  1903.        I...1he

answers  to   these  questioiis  were  received  from-I.,fr.  Permiman  on

t)uly  7th,  1921   in  the  .form  o±. .a  signed  statement.

i-(£uestion        You  say  in  the   "Surmyside"  that  I.fr.  Jates  learned

of  deorge's  death  throug`Ii  the  reading'  of  the  con±`ession  to  I.ms.

Harper  i.n  the  pap®i.s.       i)o  you  remem-Der  any  additi6iial  incidents

in  comection  witJi  the  coming  of  LJr.  Bates  to  Enid  tile   first  time?

1-Answer               ''A  pa,thetio  attempt  on  the  part  of  I'.fr.  i3ates  to  rake

His  arrival  sensational  and  mysterious.      Arrived  at  six  l'.IL,,I.i   call-

ed  me  to   tile  }iotel  alrd  kept  rna   there  -until  long  a±.ter  micinig`Jit.     :Ie

came   to   tire   store   in  tire  mornin.s`;   Tt.ept  when  ilo   saw  tire  bods;-:   said  it

was  his  I.fiend  John  Ejt.  Helen-J..„=.       Book  account  of  all  triis   is

''BunK„ , ''

2-l;uestion          iJo  you renember  how  lfr.  Ba,tes  first  identified  the

body  of  JJ.  a. .George  as  i'iis   friend  John  St.  }±elcn?

2-Answer               ''At  first  by  a  bare  unsuii|)ol.ted  state.r.lent  and  after-

ward  b,.,T  tile  pai]el.s  :,7Ou  have  e::anined."

5i-{;uostion           Did  you  believe   tint  Lt.   ::elcn  and  iJ`.1J.   Joorfo.e  ',-tas

tile  sane  I."n  from  a .I.ecogiiition  of  the   tin  ty|)e   in  :.fr.  3ate's

I)ossession:.          that  is,   the   tin  tyrJe  of  St.  I:elen?

3-Ansver              ;`1  never  iTjas  able   to.  see  any  striking.  resemble,nee

-between  the  bod.uv  and  the  tin  tyi.e.       In  fact  Sates  aiBked  me  to

do  all  I  could  to  make  the  body  look  like  the  picture  and  so  we

combed  the  Jrair  and  imstaoiie  a,ccordingly.   "

4r(inestion           `i/as  the  tin  tyiJe  of  `L}t..   ]Ielen  broken  and  defaced

in  any marmer    at  the  tine  that  you  first  saw ,it?
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4-Answer               ''1   d.o  not  remc`mber.''

5-auestion        I,fr.  Bates  claims  that  the  bod:7  all-rays  bcilonged.  tct

hir.1  arrd`  t}iat  he  had  `7n`itten  authorization  fiiom  the  Booth  family

to  act  as  their  agent  and  take  care  of  the  bod.v.      Did  you  ever

see  this?      As  I  understand  the  situation,  you had  the  bod.v  de-

clared  a,a  part  o±.  the  estate  and  became  administrator  of.  the  es-

bate;   therefore,   tire  body  belonhed  tc  you  to  do  `'/ith  as  you  pleased.

5-Answer             ''Never  sat/  it  and  riever  heal.d  of  it  until  iie  wa.s  in

Columbus  last  .\rr'inter.       q!he  bod.y  was  inventoried  in  jiis  Personal

effects  at  a  nomirl_al  valuation.       I  am  the  administrator  and  tile

estate  has  not  been  settled  up."

6-Ctuestion         How  inras  George  E.   Smith  notified  o`f  i).  E.   George's  death?

6i-Ansi'/er               "a-eorge  E.   Smith   sent  him  tTH325.00  a   i.ew  days  before  Ills

-   death  and  I   surimoned  Smith  to  E±}id.  hoping  Ire  l'/ould  be   sot.t  enouE*i  to

bury  tile  old  boy  in  a  fine  casket  and  i)ay  casli  foi`   it.      B-lit  lLhere

\'ras  nothirig  doing."

7-l:Lu©stion         ..,liat  papers  `'/ere  among  J).  I.   Geor€.o's  effects   in  t]ie

triuik?       I   t}iink  you  tc>1d  ue  last  i-t'inter   that  you  d.id  not  remerii'jer  oi'

ever  seeirig  any  tenuscript  copy  that  miL+iit  be  talcen  for  a  pla:7.

7-Answer              ''Iiiis  play  II.S.S.   is  all  new  stu±.I.   to  r,re.       =`Tever   saw

i t , ''

8-Question         jJid  you  evei-ta;Lce  any  neasiJrements   o±`  j.  'i..  Iieor8.o's

height  a±.tor  iiis  death?       If  so,  do  you  1-emember  iiow  tall  lie  i+fas?

8-Answer         `'Ile  \'tas  sjiort  in  sta,ture,  five  foot  ei.6'ht  or  nine   inches;

large  shoulders  and  fine  head  and  neck:   1im-bs  v/eak  and.  undersized.."

9-(-,Luestion         has  ti.lore  ever  any  real  substantial  evidence  off.erect

to  yo-d  to  prove   tlrat  jJ.  A.   ueorge  `'Jas  Jo]m...,. ilkes  Booth?       -irour

news  Paper  ±`l'iends  in  En|d  seemed  to  thin]{  it  was  merely  good  meter-
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ial  for  neus  I)aper  feature  stories.

9-Ans\'/er              "I   £Thc;.ss   you  irave   ©}:amined  all   the''I'eal  positive':

proof  I.fi-.  :;ates  iras   in  stocl[  at   tills  ti:.;e  and  lrave   tile  ability  to
•weigh  its  value.       Bates   is   tile   only  man  wlio  eve}.   tl.led  tct  convince

me  as  to  the  real  identity  of.  this  bird  and  he  i>I.obably  used.  the

sane   Sellini;-talk  that  i~ie   usec`.L   on  you.        It's   stood  cl.ope,  but   i-L
„

don't  carry.

Signed

•,/.   8.    iJEm,TII\L!.}T
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July  8th,   1921  Another  set  of   questions  were   bent  Air.   Penninran.
Questions  and  ar2sv/erg  are  &s  follows:

Q.       Do  you   know  whether  Bates   sav7  the  letter  ar`d  wills  v7hich  (;eorge  left?       You

filed  t}iese  &t  the  Court  House  about  the  time  Bates  ar.rived.

A.        Do   not   know.

Q.       Bo.tea  in  his  book  tries  to  claim  that  leorge  did  not  die  uritil  the  14th  and

&lter.a  fumont'g  and  Bro`.m's  &ffid&vit  to  help  him  prove  this.              Have  you  any

idea  &s  to  how  he  got  trtat  impression?

Jl.        II&ve   often  wondered  rirygelf.

Q.        Do  you   know  of   ar.y  reason  for  Ceorge   conmlttir.g  suicicle?

A.        Busted  -   do`ml  and   out.

Q.        How  did  Bates  learn  of   ieorge'8  deat}i.?

A.       Read  it  in  the  liewspcLpers  and  wired  me  asking  if   he  could   see  the  body  if

he  c8die  to  Frdd.

Q.        \`v'&s   Bates'   delay.   rfue  to  wash-outg   on  the  =k.risco   lines  as   he   sf,.ys?

A.        Yes,  Rock  Island..

Q.       Is  there  anyt'hing  at  all  to  Bates'   story  that  he  impersonated  a  furl-iiture

9elesma.n  --  .A..   Feet`tly-yes  --  Q.   in  order  to  keep  the  Hhid  people  f ron  taking  the

body  and  burning  it?

A.       Nothing  to  this  bur}`|ng  dope.

(!.        Did  Bates  register  at  tl}e  Hotel  as   Chas.   0`Com2.or  of  i`{ev  York!

A.         Don`t   know.

Q.       Did  the  right  leg  of  C,eorge  show  signs  of  h&vin6been  brokeri?

A.        Yes,

Q.        Were  his   eyebrows  h'dsnratches   &s  F,ares   8&ys  in  his  book,   i`age  262?        A.   Yes.

Q.       \fii'&s  the  thuITib   on  his  richt   hand  defomed?

A.        hight   have  been.        I  never   thought   so.        „  deed`man'6  tnuuib  by  n.uscul€iur  con-

trfictiop.  is  dravm  toward  the  palm  of  the  hand  and  h&8  &  very.  urmatural  look.

€.       Was  there  a  see,r  on  the  back  of  George's  neck  that  ri.dght  have  been  the  regult

of  an  operation?
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/i.       I  think  there  wits.

Q.        Did  you   ever   get   an  inkling  8.s  to  who  L`.   E.   George  really  vi`as?

ji.       The  Harper  People  and  the  }{arper  part   of  13ate8'   stop.y  is  about  right.

Q.        Bates   on  Page  292   §eys   that  a   couple  n-len  whom  you  took   for   rlo`vernmeiit

secret   service  agents,   ca,lied  on  you  v,tith  pictures  of  John Wilkes  Booth  to

ldentif}t-the  body  ''and  having  satisfied  themselves  that  the  body  was  that  of

Booth,  they  appealed  to  the  'i`erritorial  leggtl  authorities  to  compel  the  burial

of   the  body.            `.,hat   do  you   know  abctut  this?

A.       Two  nyeterious   stl`angers  -nothing  else.            There  were  lots  of  them.

Q.       How  did  Bates  fine,.lly  obt!:in  possession  of  i,he  muny!

A.       After  I   sold   out   I  had  no  place  to  put  him  eind  v7ired   i3ate8  a.eking  if  he

wanted  him  taking  from  Bgite8  a  v/ritten  agreement  to   surrender  to  me  upon  demand.
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