I, Mrs David !I Young, am the !Irs £ C Harnrer
roferrad to in the storine abont David & Ceorse, which an-
neared in the Unid, Oklahoma, ~aners in 1903 with roference
to the‘sﬁicidn o D & Georse at the Crand Bvenne “otel at
Bnid, J%lshoma, on Tanuary 13, 1903. |
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Durine the voor 1900 fnqu 1 the Tamily of
T 7 Simmons at 41 Zeno, Oklohoma. Durine this »riod I was
almost a daily visitor.at the Simmona home, bring a creat
friend of lay, the danchter of 7 !/ Simmons. During this
time T became nuite well acouainted with with lir Ceoree,
who saveral times entertainad 're Simmons, her danshter and
nvgelf by rencatine nacsaces from Shakesneare and various
noets. I romember that ono nirht he reneated a nart of
Othelo,which wa= a’ m00d as anythine I have ever seen on the
stars. va -thought that 'r Georse must have acted on the
stare to 56 able to give thie so well., Yis enunciation was
verv clear and his dietion excellant; his gmotions very
diemified and eraceful.

e wasca man five feet ten or eleven, of medium
build and walled with his showlders well throwm bacl, Ve
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had verv large dern blue eves, 'is hair beine snorin¥led with
sray; be dyoc Loth Lair and austache. uring the time I
Imaw 'r Goorse o was a house »ainter and worled gquite stead-
ilv at this trade; vlien not a wor® he dressed in a rood suit
of ¢luthes and was a very fine 1l)oking old man, "is-eyes'
ae [ reo ember were nerfect matches as were 2lso hic heavy
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dar: bushy eye brows.
I'r Georpe ouite of ten talked about warions characters
of history, =md would often wird u» by sayipe that Abraham

Lincoln was one »{ { e erreatect and best men that ever lived.
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Darine the time I ¥mw Yir Ceorme he en~nt most of his nveninge
at home, that is, at the Simmons where he boarded; he snont
his evenings reading histories, masazines and naners and a
eroat amount of noetry. lionaver the wenther was bad 'Ir
Ceorge limned slipghtly in his rirht leg and comnlained that

he had rheunatism in his richt 'mee. I do not remember of
aver serine any scares on his face or nack, and ho didn't

show tha slishtrst indication of stiff neck. 'lo had a rather
lone straicht nose and square chin, a slender face of good
shane and a mouth very‘fzrm in ghane whon shut, his comnlex-
ion was a croamish olive.

The tin tyne of Tohn St Yelen shown me today, while
it may be !lr Geors in his vounzar days, does not look-mch
li“e him as I kna~ 1im: his eves were not the same and the
shanae of fie face dors no* s2anm £y be the sane. Ir Gesrge's
avebrows were heavier and his face was longer; in fact, !lr .

agorea's face was more 1like that of Tohn Jilke- "ooth, whose
nicture, a cony of which was shown me, the original of which

is in the no-session of Clara lorris. Ir Seorce's ayves look-
nd the same as those of John Jilkes "ooth, narticularly when
in a sad mood. As I reme2ibar !Ir Georee was not drunk often,
in faet, ha nossibly took a lit‘le mornhina avery once and

a while, mors often than wiiskey. 'r veorse muite often

drew nicturas of animals, seenary and buildines with »aner
and nencil. e wrote an old time sort of a hand with lotters
big and of diffrrent shane than nsually snen now days. Mr
Ygorme wouldl quite often talk about Shakesneare's nlays and
tr1ll and show how differant narts should be acted. e loved
classical music and songs of home exnrassing da~n soniment:
wou%d fton sit in the yard, or in his roomn, and sinc to him-
aclf,

I renembar that he mnt to the lethodist Church
with mr once to hear Rnverend Tarmer, who alterward bacame
my hushand, After the church s~rvices Iir Ceoree said that
it wasffine when -eonle coald holieve in “hat the church
taueht, bat said that it was not for him, that he was bevond
nardon; said that he didn't bHelone to anv church, bhut that
ther- was s00d in all of tham. At another time he said
that he was a griritulist and told the diff-rent ones which
he had had exnarieneas with, which »roved s»irituliem true;
ha read a ereat amanv hooks and naner= on thiz subiesct. At
the tima I *new him h~ was 64 or 65 mars old, carried a cane
a pra_ter nart of the t{ime and occasionally had trouble with
hie throat, which he =aid wir asthma: ~han n 't hothrred with
this trou le he had a ve y 17an clear musical voice. At
times .r George had the most sorrowful loskk and when alone
would croan terribly as if in deen remorse. I was told by
a friond, vhosa name T do not romember, that at one timn a
traveline-$roune of nlayers were soine Ghrough
il eno, and that 'r Ceorss went to =as them; that ona of
them who toolr the nart of a drunken sailor was ill and ''r
feoree of 'ared to taka the nart and filled it very craditably.
At one time he told m~ that he hal bHe~n 2ll sver Furone and
described very vividly a visit he hd nmade ~ith sym~ Tetho-
1ist ishon, whoss name I do noft rrmember, to the hill unon
wh ¢h Christ was erucified, and told me about the discussion

ho .and this “iehop had with refarance to that event. (fhile
[ em not sure, I brliave that 'r Ysorse showed me soma tatoo
marks on his arm at one time, this beins some sort of desien
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and not initials.

r Neoree asked both Vrs Simmons and mvesalf saveral
times if 2 man could Le forriven who had committed 2 erime
wherein he was benefittine a ereat many neonls, hut after
ward f 2 that he had done a creat hﬁurx to the “orld and
himeelf, ard asked us to »ray for him. bout the middle of
taril, 1900, an? [ fiy the time by the fact that I was mar-
ried to Reverond B C Harper on lay 21st of that vear and left
Bl Reno, living in ledford for two vears, 'md then novine to
inid, Dklahoma, in about OJctober, 1902, I was at th~ Simmons
homa when 'r Teorge came in lo kine very ill and went un to
his room. lirs Simmon~ said somn~thing must be wrone with him
ard went un to see; she asked me to come un to the room, say-
ine that she hnlieved 'r “eorge had taken noison, ard that
she wonld make some coffee as an antddote., 'r "eoree, when
the sueeestion was mda that we send for a doclor, reruested
us not to do so. I sat down on a chair at the side of his
ond, and he said: "Mont yon think I have hean —ore than an
ordinars house nainter®, and I ansv red: 'Yes", and he then
said: "Can't vou guess vhom 1 am",and I answered: "Thv no",
"o than asked for a nieee of naner and wrote on it Tohn Wilkes
“poth and Abraham Lincoln. T d4id not realize the immortance
of this naner at th~ time and did not Yeen it. Iir Ceoree
continued: "Tut wvon can't imarine how miscrable I have hoen
all these years and n>t onlv denrived the world of one of the
best men thaf ever livaed, "ui ruired mv own future.” Ue said
that he cano from a family of actors, hod bhern educated for
an actor and ha'! st arted ont with a brilliant future; that at
times his desire to act ha? beon so strone that he conld not
resist -tha femntation to take nart in a nlay a time or two.

"o said that he ha' pore urdar a rreat manv differ-
»nt names and had discunised himself in different wavs. Ha
said that he hal friends in Jashineton, who, after he escaned
from th~ theatre in which he killed Lincon, had hidden him in
a trunk, and eot him on a bhoat for “urone where he had re-
mained for ton yvears; that he then dispuised himself and came
baclk ant had sinee that time lived on the frontiers of Texas.
- said that he had remained away from all of “iﬂ nnonle,
and thev did not 'mow tha' he as alive; £2id he had rever
benn narried for h» could net give a woman a h me and a name:
said he had rur a 1i tlo grocery and so0ld whislev several on
the Texas fronfiers, hut whon it sot too thickly seiiled-he —

would sell out amd go o other nlaces.

I'e said that af'ter he was dead a man who Imew all
about his life, and vho ¥ent in coretant touch with him. and
to vhom e gent a nicture of ’in nlf once a vear, wonld write
a boolk shout his life. _le fusrther said that-he “hod 5. Sriend.
in the South, who I thousht was the same narty referred to
ahove, who wonld cerd him money anv time ' ented it, but
that he was to) nwroud and would rather work; he did not men- .
tion the name of the man in either cose. ' said: "Vou know
what a fine actor my father was, I woe goinge to carry on the
Pooth neme, but I dlqpraCﬂd it ar& riuired mr carercr. " g
said Hrs rrat wee rot goilty and thet Andrev Johrson, the
then "ice-President of the mited 1tatns, and sot~ of the
hirh officials, had hired him fto kill Lincoln; said that they
hed fired hie emotional temnerament; that he did not realize
what a terrible thire he had d)ne urt11 after he had shot tha
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Prosident, and that he hal besn sorry over gince. e said
that he hal dore differont kinds of work, but that he had
money in the bank and did not have to work; that he had to
do sonethine to nass tha tinme.

I la'er heard that r Tairoe had filed a claim on a
farm near fGeary, and had disnosed of his ernity in this to
Ir 3immons for about 51500,0). 'la rancated tha fact that he
had a friend in tho “outh who would writ~ his story after e
was dead and give it to the world. hen Ir Pates called
on me after the suicide of Tr Teorce a® Znid he to'd me that
naonla woald attomnt to 9rove that 'r Teoree was not Tohn
Witkes Tooth, that T shonld not brlieve them, that he was; .
that he, 'Ir Tates, Lal kent in constant touch with Mr Ceorge
and knew for a certainty who he was. I rosember what ''r
Cagres said to me about the frisnd who would write his life,
which 'r “atecs =@aid h~ intended to do, ard I thoucht that
ha, 'r "ates, was surely tha same nan that "r "eorese had
roferred to as his friend in the South.

After 'Ir "eorre had made his confas=ion to me in-
Aoril, 1900, he asked me foithfully to nromise not to reneat
it, sirce he 7ould be hupe if nronle fourd it out. Ilirs
Cimmons had come into the room and heard !lr Teorse talking,
afterwards I told her abovt "is corfession, and after my mar-
riase I told [everend ‘arper, urine the two or throo vears
intervenine from the time of .thn confeccion urtil I married
and left F£1 Zeno, !'r Teorse acked e saveral times what he
had tol' me while ill. !e looked at me so straicht,and
rather fiercely, that I wae afraid of him ard racsed it off
by savine that he had told me nothine,

. I saw the body of David £ Ceoree, who committed
suicide at "nid or Tannarv 13, 1903, ard am absolut-ly sure
that he was the same David I Caorre I kmew in 71 Teno, and
who mads the confession civen above.

I, Mrs David "7 Younr, unon v oath do state that
tha above and forecoine statenent is trne in suhstance as 1
romauber and to tae bogh of wy recollection, an? that I siegmed
§ano as [ r 12 nred tha T cts to De.

“outserived and sworn to hofora me, this the 2lst
dav of Tanuary, A D 1721.

Matarvy “ublie, Potter County,
Texas,
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