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pa€e 46.  Mb
me  h'ew  york  'iTri`oune.   o£.  yesterday   in  an  article  vt'1th  this

caption,   says:

In  a  former  communicat,ion  I  stated  that  a  plan  had  been  sub-

mitted   to   the  rebel  war  department   -by  Colonel  r`./Iar€rave.  who  had  been  for  a

considerable  time  an  emissary   ir.  the  north,   to  kidnap  President  I,incoln  and

carry  him  to  .Iiehmond.   or   i±.   it,  should  I)e  ±'ound   impossible   to  escape  with

him  to  the  rebel   1ir-es.   to  assassinatei  him.     Owin£`   to   a  cl.ange   ln  the  po-

sition  of  the  armies  about  this   time  the  plan proposed  was  rendered  im-

practicable.

In  the  early  part  of  1`-,ov©mber,   and  only  a  few  days  before

he  wa,a  sent  north.  Colonel  i,:argrave  submitted  another  plan,   the  details

of  which  rna.v  te  intol.esting  to  the  reader.     .'i'o  €'ive  the  plan  in  minutinae

would  occupy  too  lmch  space,   and  a  dig,est   of  it  will  iirove   quite  intelli-

g ib le .

Or,e  hundred  and  I.il`ty  picked  men were   to  g`o   secretly  north

and  take  quarters   in  ttt'ashington,   Georgetov,.n.   baltimore  and  i:ilexandl.ia.   so

as   to  be  a.ble   to  communicate  dail.v  with  each  other,   ar]d.  ui)on  a  any.   i.ixed

TIP   their   leader,  were  to   assemble   in  '.-,'ashin€`ton  for   the  iiul.pose   o±.  making

the  seizure.     The  President,   it  was  claimed,  could  be  easily  seized  at  a

private  hour  at   the  `ithite  I{ouse.   or   ir.  going`   to  or  returning  from  chul.ch,

or  on  Some  other  I.avorable   occasion,   and   thl`u€`t   into  a  carria{ie   and   driverL

of I..     The  carriag`e  was.   to  be  joined  a  few  miles   out  of  the   city  by   25  or

30   ar.mod  men  on  horseback.     It  was  .Droposed  to  drive   to   Indi€an  i>oint,   about

25  miles   south  of  Washington,   or.   the  Potomac   -two  or  three  rela$7s   of.   1.lest

horses  being   sta.tloned  on  the  way  -  where  a  boat  was   to  be   in  waiting.   to.

cross  the  river,   end  land  the  Captive  a  few miles   south  of  Occoquan,  when



it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  his  ca,ptors  to  work  their  way  'with  him

through  the  woods  by  night  into  the  rebel  lines.     To  prevent  ijurguit.   every

brid.ge  betweer`  T`',7ashington  and  Indian  Point  was   to  be  mined  beforehand,   and

blown  up  as   soori  as  the  captive   and  his  captors  her  cl.ossed.     ruse  trees  wet.a

also  to  be  ready  cut  and.  thrown  across   the  roes   in  various  i]1aces.   as  soon

as   they  had  passed,  by  men  stationed   alcjng  ±`or   the  purpose.  who  were  after-

ward  to  separate  and  escape   as  best   they  could.

The  Secretary  of  tii:/ar   thought  this   scheme  might   succeed;   but

he  doubted  whether  such  a  proceedin£`  would  be  o±`  a  military  character  and

justif iable  under   the   laws  of`  wal`.     He  promised.   however.   to  corisult   the

President   ant;_  :,tr.   Benjamin;   but   \iv.hat   Col-.3luslon  was   arrived   at   I   am  ungLble

with  certainty   to   say.     About  a  week,   hc)wBvel.,   after   the   Lolan  vi7as   sub.mitted,

ar.d.   the   same  day  that  Col.   Tt:arg`rave   left  for   the  north,   I   asked  I,[r.   Tifelli.ord,

who   is  familiar  with  all  the   secI`©ts   of   the  Deij8rtment,   if  the  plan  had  been

adopted,   and  he   answered.   '.Yo-ii  will  see   Old  Abe  hel'e   in  the   sprir.£.  as   sure

as  God."    A  ±`ew  days  afterward  I  was  sent,   to  Atlanta,   and  never   returned   to

Richmond  to  hear  about   the  matter.


