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DHE  I;ftyRDRE  oF  LINcoLN-TRE  LAST   DAys  oF  JOHN  wlLREs  Boolltt
-,3--I

To  The  Editor  of  the  Now  York  Herald:

I  safty it  Stated  in  a Washington  paper,  upon  the  preBontation  of  my  petition

by  Hon.  John  I.  IIed8,   to  Congress   for  pat/nent   for  ny  lo8Bo8  ouetrinod  in  the burning

of  my  tobacco  house  and  contozit8  by  the  orders  of  Col.   Conger,   who  comanded  the  forc®8

that  were  ondoavoririg  to  captu.re  J.  Wilkes  Booth  and  D.  C.  Harold,   in  April  1865,   "that

lt  tyould be  recollected  that  Booth,   and  Harold  were  concealed  ln  this  houB®,   and  it  had

to  b® burned  to  capture  then,"  leaving  the  inference,  it  appears  to  me  that  Booth  and

Harold  were  concealed  in  this  house  by  me  or   Bone  of  ny  family.       If  thl8  in fez.enee  18

intended  to  be maide  by  the  editor  of  Said  paper  there  iB  nothing  more  ®rron®ou9,   and  to

8®t  the  matter  rlglt  and  to  ehov  that  neither  I  nor  any  of ny  family  intended  in any

way  to  conceal  them;or  vaB  at  all  appr.18od  or  had  any  suBplclon  of  who  the8o  men  were,  I

rill  make  a  tm®  etatenent  of  the  whole  tra.nBaction  from  the tizne  that  Booth  was  brought

to  my  hou3®  to  the  tiDo  of  his  being    shot  by  one  of  the    8oldler8  when  the  hou8e  wag  on

fire.       On Monday,   the  24th  of  April  1865,   about  4  o'clock  P.  H.  three  men  r'odo  up  to  ny

yard,   and  when  I  went  out  to  them I  found  they  were  all  8trangerB  to  m®.    The  one  in  front

introduced  himself  ae  Ceiptain  Scott,   ho  then  introduced  the  others  to  no  -one  a8  Lleut.

Ruggles  and  the  other  a8  his   friend  Mr.  Boyd.     He  Stated  that  Mr.  Boyd  was  a  wounded

Conf®d®rato  Soldier;   that  ho  belonged  to  the  former  comrmnd  of  Gen.   A.  P.  Hill,   and  that

he  was  wounded  before  Peter8burg  just  before  the  olo8e  of  the  mr,  that  he  and    Lieut.

Rug61es  wer.e  going  (aB  he  expregged  lt)   on  a  |lttl®  Scout  towards  Rlchaond,   and  ash®d

me  to  keep  and  take  care  of  his   friend  Boyd  until  the  ne2de  wednesday  morning,   a8  ho  vya8

suffering    too  mich  to  travel  with  then,  arid  that  they would  call  for  him  at  that  time.

AB  lt  had  al"ye been  one  prdncipl®  of  ny  religion  "  to .ondertaln  8tranger8,

egpocially  any  thee  8eened  to  be  Suffering,"  I  consented  that  ho  Should  remain,   and  that

I  would  take  a8  good  care  of  him  aB  I  could.     I  did  not  promise  this  bocaueo  he  im8  a

oonfedorate  8oldler,  but  b®couge  ho  8®emod  to  bo  suffering.       I  had  before  thl8  administered

to  the  wants  ofL  about  twelve  uounded  federal  Boldlers,  who  had  been  captured  and  brought

to  ny  nchghborhood  in  a  8uf fering  state,   and  it  was  comforting  to  ny  feelings  to  soo  the
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gratitude  expref:sea  ty  tllen  to  me  and  to  feel  that   I  i-ltd  i-iel|j-s'd  to  ireli`-jve  tile  wants

L'          of  some  of  ny  fell'_`,`,v-oI.eatures.     iTever  shall  I   for.get  this  circumstance;   it  is  graven

deep  upon  my  heart.     This  man,  v,'hom  I  and  all  my  family  looked  u±)on  as  I.i  Boyd,   a

wounded  Confedc-rate   soldier,  v7as  taken  at  once  into  ny  hoiLise.     1;e  sur)ped  with  !ry  i.amily,

and  slept  that  night   in  one  of zny  upper  rooms,   in  which  ny  soils,  Join iT  and  '.`\jtilliam  H

and  two  smaller  c.riildren  slept.    He  breakfasted  v,'ith  ny  family  the  next  morning`  and

renained  in  the  house  and  },rard.  I.rest  of  the  time  reclinin8`  upon  the  grass  in  the  yard.

ngv  little  children  often  being with  hi':ii.    He  had  very  little  to  say  and  seened  to  be

sufl-Lring.  \r,'e  thour=,:ht,   fron  his  wound.    -1fter  breakfast  that  moming ray  eldest  son,

John  M  rode  to  a  shc>enaker's,   about   one  mile  from  my  house,   to  have  his  boots  rei.ail'ed,

and  1-yrhile  there  he  met  with  a  gentleman  of  the  neighborhood  v.I-ji.o  had  gotten  tap  private

means  a  ner'\'spa,per  from  L|.ic.rmond   (there  'oeing  no  mails  to   our   s{=3cti ,in).   and  this  paper

had  in  it  an  advertisemeii[t  offering  a  large  rewa,rd   (.S150,000,   I  thiutc)   for  the  capture

of  Booth,   the  murderer  of  PI.esident  Lincoln.    .iifter  my  son's  return,  and  wziile  at  the

dinner  table.  he  sir)oke  of  having  seen  this  i-taper  containing;`  the  adT{-.rtisement.     This

man.   'v.,r`L..o  \.,'as  at   the  table,   1-.errrarked  that  he  would  not  have  been  sul.prised  if  half  a

million  dollars  had  been  offeri-:d,  but  I,hat  he  had  heal`d  that  the  man  that  committed

the  act  riad  been  arrested  bet-..teen  Baltimo__'e  and  i-..hilacleliihia.   and  ``¥as  now  in  W\.isiiington.

He  having  bL`f.ore  this  told  me   t`r£] t   he  `.`.as  a  native   of  hLfar:,rlt`,nd,   I  ti`j.en  asked  him  if  he

had  ever   seen  the  .man  Booth  v,'ho  was  chtL]-ged_  `,T\-ith  the  offense.     He   said  he  had  seen  him

once.  '  =H=e   sa-`,','  him   in  `?ic-r]mond  about   t`ne  time   of  the  John  Br.o'\-in.  i.aid.     I  asked  him  if

he  v,'as  an  old  or  .,'oung.  man;  he   said  he  ..-- as  rat`ner  a  young  man.

I  hat  neTVTer  bea_~d  of  but   one   Booth  as  a,n  actor.   and  tnou£.ht   it  wi:,s  lt:I.  iidwin

Booth.     I.:y  younger   son,   who  was  a  met-.e  youth,   re}-!ia`rked,   "I  wish  he  could  come  t,his  `\'/aSr,

so  t.z]at   I  mi€?`,ht  ca.tch  him  and  get   t`flis  I'eT,t7ard."     He   turned  to  `nim  and  said,   "If  he

were   to  ccl]ie   out.   v,'ould  },rou  infol.in  a8.ainst  himp t    frbr   son,   laughing.   said  he  t,i,7ould

like  to  'na`.re  the  rroney.     'i'he  man  talked  all   tThis  cooly,   and  sho-`,i.Ted  Bothilig  like  e2.I.-

citement  upon  t`ne  occasion,   and  cat;.sed  no  fro.mds  of  suspicion  in  any  of  our  minds  that



he  was  the  ran  who  had  done  the  act.     Some  ti,'v.o  or  three  houi`s  after  din._er,   tvro  men  on

horseback.  with  a  third  man  riding  behind  one  of  ther!i,   rode  up  to  ray  gate  on  the  main

I.oad.     r=he  man  who  w:`*s   riding  behind   one   of.  the.T..   `fode  u±>  to  ray  Slate  on  the  lnain  road.


