JOAN MA TTH[WS.‘
OLD ACTOR, DEAD
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Was John Wilkes Booth’s Room-
Mate in Civil War Times, and
Once Suspected of Complicity in
the Assassination,

AT FORD'S THEATRE
WHEN SHOT WAS FIRED

Was in Paln r's Original Stock
Company and in “Two Orphans”
Cast When Brooklyn Theatre
Was Burned in 1876.
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NEW YORK,; Jan
Matthews, aged 6, an

& thne was held as &
nection with the assassination

dent Lincoln, died today in a lit
nished room In a | ng house in
West Thirtv-elghth street, which for
21 years he had called home, and where
at various times he had sheltered many
actors.,. who were themselves wit
homea—.

Some time during the night hear
ure had ended a career which for
a century was filled with tragedy
romance,

Matthews was Wilkes Booth's room-
mate and one of his closest friends, and
was on the stage in Ford's Theatre,
Washington, when the fatal shot was
fired. After the assassination his room

was searched, and because of p pers
left in the grate by Booth he 3
rested on suspicion of knowing som
thing of the plot. His innocence was
later established, but his friends say he
never recovered from the effects of the
aocusation.
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By his death the theatrical world lost
a man whom every one in It called
“Ifriend.” Mr. Matthews retired on
Tuesday night apparentl; in good
health. He had been to t Knicker-
bocker Theatre to see the produc-
tion of ‘““Twelfth Night,” a play in
which he many times had taken part
in the days when the names of Booth
and Barrett were household words. As
Was hl custom before reliring. he hands
talked for an hour with his landlady the day
Mrs. Martha Kimball “It so

He was one of the original members of Gen, Le
A. M. Palmer's Union Square Theatre a body.
stock company and had a p in the

iginal production of T
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CLOSE TO BOOTH’S HEART.

Letter of Extenua ion Written by Presi-
dent’'s Slayer Was Intrusted
to Matthews.
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