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LEq]P']R  FROM  BOSTOH  COREEgp.

How  jliiT-i,.,.,ur  a.   T,tllREs  Boo[H  '`,`jA:As  KII.IE

%#r-de/,Z'r

Si3r5`eaJiit  Boston  Corbett,  th,.3  soldier wlio  shot  Booth,  has  '`'/ritten to  a  friend

in Ne -.-,.  Y5rk t}j.e   folio..i7ing  interesting account  of  the  pursuit  and  death  of  the  assassin;   it

has  been  handed  to  ug  for  pn'Dlication,  a,i-icl. will  be  read with  int3rest  as  a  character.isi;ic

pro`j.uction:-

COREETT ' s   STIATE.IRE.

'10n  t2i`3   i..ft `,,rnjon  of  I,Ion:'iay,  jlp:...il  24,  the  bugle-call  so-L7irded  'boot   and

saddle',   i.r.  answer  to  "hich we  sadflled  up,   a:'.rl  und3r  cormiand  of Liei.-.tenant  E.   P.   I)oh.-_3rty.

twe-i-it:,T-six  of  us  st,3rted  off  for  Colonel  Bake.I.'s  headquart3rs.     Afte..  we    had  r3ceitTed  his

orders  we  moved.  down  to  the  Sixrth  street  w.':iarf,   enbarking  on  t?ie  United  States  steantug

Joh-_-`  S   I -a,   oil  oHi`  -t.ra:,7  to  Belle  Plain.     On.1aiiding  tlijre  -,-I.e  pi.oceeded  to-`-,ards  Fredericks'ourg.

..£'..¥ter  ,3jing  a  few  miles  in  t}rat   direction.  ab_Jut  mi.chicht  T7e  turned  off  to.i-,i-ards  the  Flap .-,. a-

ll,3,in-.ook.     At  ai`iot:`i_`;r    :,oint   on  our  way  houses  T7`jre  searc7.led art  p3rs..ns   questioned,   ill  order

to  obtain  s'une  infol.mtion  concemin8.  t==e  fugitives  from  justice  whom wj  ',`t.ere  irmting.

''In  t=-+e  a±.t9rnoon  of  tile  neat  day w3  reached  Port  Con:way.   on  the  Rappa-

hamiook  river.   opposite  Port  Royal.    'ife  `\E73re   fei.Pied a.31.oss  in  a  lar5ae  scow;   eig]it.  men `r7ith

their  liorses  being  talen  ovei.  each  time.    'then  all were  over,  we  formed and  rode  into  Port

Royal.     Advancing  '`7ii-hout  delay,  we  immediately  s€2;w  Rebel  troopers  on  the  n`;.ighboi.ing  hills,

vrho  fled  as  we  approach-ed  t:iezn.     Hot  lmoving  tir-tat  Booth  was  =rii.idem  on  the  Gal.rett  farm,  T7e

passed  it,  but  having  inforim±ion  that  Captain  Jett   (Rol)©l),  who  had assissted  Booth  so  far,

was   in  Bowling  Green,  we  aimed  r3.irect  for  tllat  place,  where  we  sec`i.ned  ]iin,  and  t2ir`3a,tened

to  s]ioot  :n.im  if  he  did  not  lead.  us  to  Booth's  hiding-pl`qice.

''Aftir  tatting us  back  to  Garrett's  fa.1:in the  colurm iras  halted.\tmd  Lieuteirant

I)oh3rty  ca`:1_e  riclilig up  to  me  to  say  that  Boot-n  Tfas   in  t:rue  house,  \.jiiich,   t:urou8h  the  dar`mess,

I  coul`'.i  but  impjrf3ctly  distill_griish.    He  ordered  ne  to  deploy  title  men  riglit  anil  1.3ft,   so  that

t.i,e  h_'tL`Lse  I:ii3'it  b3  completely  s-.irroTL2ided.     Tiiis   done,   I.ieuterfant  Doh3rty.   accompanied  by  the

two   det3ctives  who  were  ii,rith  I.iim,   ai.Oused  tile   i]rmatesO   cl.er.rBndi-fig  to   s-.?eak  \`7ith  t:/1L`  men  T7iio

were  secrL`ted  in  t`:ie  h3use,   as  ®  then  thought.    EL.  Garrett  not  being  in 'much  of  a  hurry  in

a,ns`,vL`ring,   a  roi.ie  TBs  call3d  for.  w:len  he  told  us  th3   two  men were  out  in  the  ban.     Tlre

house  beingcr  left  gra:L.ded,  t`rie  rest  oi' us  were  thrchm  a,round  the  barn.   closjly  investing  it.
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''Gari.ett  was  sent   in  to  demarid  their  s-urrj-L~hder,  when  Booth  told  him  that  }ie

read  betra:y7ed  tTtT`em,    =iJiti   t,=`jat  h],  T7ould  s]ioot  }iin.   iEh.en  he   (Gar-f3tt)   :r_i3,stily  Pet-ernea.      I]i+Sir

`  s-L-Lrr8nder  cos   t:rron  cl.3i`£rail_ded  b;7  tile  Lieutenant,   he  telling  them  at   trio  sane  time  that   five

mirlutes  w_-jL-lid  be  ,t'iven  them,  after which  time  the  barn would  be  fired.    Booth,   in  his  deep-

toned  --oioe,   called  to  us:-  'riTriiom  ,.i.o  yin  take  me  for?  anri  wiiat  will  be  done  wit'n  me  if  I  should

s-i:tr-I-.er.der?"     In  r3:?1y  to  these  quiestions  he  was  answ`3red  that  they wo'iild  be  ta fen  prisoners.

WEooth  saidoffwhat  have  I  done?    lTo  man  is  c}ailerl  to  prove  his   irmo3enee  until

scme  charge  is  lnade  agrinst  him."    '`7e  told  him  that  he  would have  axple  oi]ir,oi.tt'mity  of

proving his  imocence.  but  that  he wotild have  to  surrender,  as  all  avermes  of  escape were

closed.     FI`on  his  s-Li.bsequ-Lent  remarks  we  could  cjndge  that  he  was  determinecl  not  to  be  taken

alive.    Harold  i.r,.2s  h3ard whisi?eriiig  to  him.  no  don.ot  trying  to  persua,de  hilm  to  sTirr3iidei-,  w}ien

of  a  s-`.i.:idea  the  latter  said:-  'Cap.  h3r=?  is  a  man  who  Ty.is:ies  mithty  badly  to  surrender. I

Aftjr  sonc  more  words  had  passed  between.  iii®  two,  Booth,   in  order  to   cleat.  his  coHpe.iiion  as

far  as  his  own    griilty word wou.1d  goo  called  otrL-,loudly.   so  that   it  mi8it  be  distinctly heard

outside:-I   I  deelare  befo=re  my Efaker  tha+,  thirj  Hah  is  imocent   of any  crime  w:iatsoJLjver. I

I  coLili.?.  nt)t  help  b-jit  pray  at  that  moment  that  if  it  were  possible  God woLild  have  mercy  upon

him  aim:..`}.  save  }iis   soul  I-ron  tii`3  i3ternal  fire.     For  it was  plainly  evident  t:riat  :`ii3  Irad  'but  a

few  minui;es   to  live.

"Through am  opening  in  the  boards,  fitr.  Cong3r.   one  of  tii3  cl.etectives,   set  f ire

to  tile  hay,  a,t  iince  3nTeloi3ing  tie  b-Li.ilding  in a  ch3et  of  flare.    Boot]i was  now  in  tile  centre

oic`  the  b€=rn,   b-tit  turned  towards  th`3  fire,   either  to  jmt  it  out  oi-to  shoot   the  person who  had

applied  it.     Bulb   find_ing  it   spi.j3adimg  so  rapidly,   he  tt]rmed  from  it.     T¥7:niile  he  aF:_ipoacied  t=-I.e

f ire  he  also  ca:ce  near  to  Ire,   as  I  `djas  on  t]-iat  side;  bL7.t  still  I  held my  fire,  as  long as  it

did  not  seem iiecessary  to  shoot  him.    RIy  eye  was  steadily  fixed  upon  him.    i,7liei-1  near  the  door

through  which  ELrold  lrad  cons  out®   I  sqry a  movement  on  }iis  part  which  I  did  nat  await,  as  I

felt  co-nfident,   that  he would  srioot  some  one  of  our  men  if  he  was  not   tl_isabled.    My  f ire  went

thro-d8h  a  crack  in  tile  bo,:]4rds  €md  inot  him  through  the  neck  or  back  pert  of  tile  head,  be3iind

th3  ears;  the  pistol-ball went  rigE'lt  throuch  it.

''He  T7as  carried  out   ofl  tTric>   Doi.ch  of  the  hious©  and mad3  as   comfortable  as

circ`t.:mstai-I:ces  wo-i7.Id  p=3rmit,   `out   it  Efas  evident  t=i,p.t   the  '`7ourj.d  was  mortal.     A   _1.octor  having

been  se-:it   for.  ori`3.ereiLl  stimJ1.ants.   bL.Lt  as  he  was  not  a'01e   to  take  them  b::,r  tlre  mout}iful  a  rag
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was  soaked,  wiiic?ri  he  s-`icked  wt`£n  placed  in  i.iis  m3tith.     He  .`7as  unable.  to   speaH,  and  all  I
ru

hoard was  an  outcry 't'/1ien  shot.     Those  .,ho  -.r..retched  :'iim moi.e  closely  t:'razi  I  did  say  that  he

`   s?olce  t=i.ie  words  Ty'hibh  the  pap=rs  gave  at  tie  ti±cB,  lout  I  did  not  hear  t=rien  p3rsonally.

"  Before  firing`  upon  him  I  had  of fered  to  ent3r  tii.e  b..arm  a=rd  take  liim.  because

I  frelt  confide`=t  tl`jjat  it  would  be  less  dangerous  to  go  in  and  f ight  him  than  stand at  a  large

crack  in  t.be  boards  where  he  could  distinctly  se`e me.   in  the  appi.oaching  da`,Tin,  v,.hen  it  was

darlc  in  tile  barn  an.',:  I  could.  Iiot  see  him.     I  was  not  allot,ted  to  go.  and  whom all  was  ovei-  I

had  the  feeling  that  it  iras  all  for  tile  best.     I  had  the  conscio`iisness  of having  disc-rare,reed
\

a  sol`ermi  yet  painfL7.1  duty,  and when  I  saw where  B.loth \ras  s:'rot  --  nearly  in  the  sdine  place

wliere  ]ie  hacl  hit  tile  President  --  I  could  cl6arl:..r  disc3rn  tlij  TTays  of  the  Iiord.

Iryrnen  first  3allerl  u=`oi..  to   surI.ender,  he  '`7as  told  that   if  h3  did  not  do  so  in

five  mi2`j.ut.es  the  barn  w.`.-a.1d  'Lie   fired3   bLi.t  although  the  time  firms  e.utended  rm3h  over  the  time

allo.Ted,   he  did  not  give  in,   bti_t  stood  fir.in t®  t''}e   last.  IIe  d.eclared  t±rat  he  was  t?I.e   only

Inn  in  tile  ban.  and  t]rat  tl.i3   key  Th/as  brol®n;   biit  .ci.fter.`.,-lands  spoke  of  tli3   otJi.jr  maLn as  being

..,?,it:rll   -:limo

in..The:1.  Harold  spoke   of  Booth  he  called  him  Bo:\7d.   :lilli  told  us  that   he  3rad

first  met  him  but  tl.Ire,=-  days  before.     i.Tcv3rt?-©13ss,   on  our  T7ay  to  T`-,J'ashi-iigJ¢on,   he  spo]so   of

Btjoth  by  his  real  mlrB.     Bootl,1  die(i  b3ti,',Teen  two  and  t}uree  houBs  aft3r  he  was  sl:i_ot,   at  7

o'clock A.I,I.   on  t:ie  26th  day  of  A:,=iril.   1865.    ``,i/e  took  tile  'oody  art  pi.isoner  to  Belle   Plain,

where  the   sam31ittle  tug T7as  in waiting  to  convey us  back  to  i,f,7asiiiligton.     Captain  Henry

1,'vtilson was   in  co]mind  of  th3  'obat.    Abc>ut  midrig]it.   on  our  arrival  opposite  ',.-j'as:tint.,iton,

Colonel  Bak3r  took  the  boat  in  cjfarse  and  ordered us  to   En.3  Nav}r  Tard,  \-.rhere   our  prisoner

was  put  on  a  monitor,   after  '`','±iich  i,ve  ±etL`irr.ed  to   oui.  q.uarters.     On  our.  way  thither  ve

stol)ped  at   t:--+e  Solrliers'   Rest,  wJiere  we  ii/3re   efficie^_itly  fui.:listed wit:ri  food  at  t]rat  early

hour.     The  gray  dawli  of  tTn3  coming  day  fair.tly  lit  up  t=rie  scer`_®  as  we  unihar-nessed  otur weary

beasts,

"OLT.r   force  .:LiTmb.`r,3d,   e.,-=tire,   one  con.missioned  officer,   tT`ro  detectives.   and

'.  -:jnt,y-six  e:`.listed  men.     Yunrs,   etc,
Bos+;on  Cor'bett

flsergeant  Co.   11,   16Sh  lTeT,'  Fork  Ca,v&1ry.


