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I had occasion, some three years sgo, to warn
Mr. Seward of plots maturing then against the lives of leading
loyal statesmen in different cities of our republic, intelligence
of which had resched me here. Hies reply has_acquired, from recent
events, such a painful interest that I feel jusfified by the pre-
sent occasion in reading it to you:
Depar tment of State,
Washington, July 15,1862
"There is no doubt that from a period anterior to
the breaking out of the inswrrection, plots end conspiracies for pur-
poses of assassination have been frequently formed and organized. And
it is not unlikely thet such an one as has been reported to you is now
in sgitation among the insurgents. If it be so, it need furnish no
ground for anxiety. Assassination is not an American practice or habit,

and one so vicious and so desperzte cannot be engrafted into our politi-

cal system.



This conviction of mine has steadily gained strength
since the Civil War began. &very day's experience confirms it. The
President, during the heated season, occupies a country house naar the
Soldier's Home, two or three miles from the city. He goes to and from
that place on horsgback, night and morning, ungusrded. I go there un-
attended at all hours, by daylight and moonlight, by starlight and with-

out any light.”



