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I  had  occasion,  some   three  years  ago.   to  warn

I,tlr.  Seward  of  plots  maturing  then  against  the  lives  of  leading

loyal  sta,tesmen  in  dif±-erent  cities  of  our  rej?ublic,  intelligence

of  which  hat  reached  me  here.    His  reply  has  acquired.   ±`rom  recent

events,   such  a  painftil  interest  that  I  feel  justi±-.led  I)y  the  pre-

sent  occasion  in  readirig  it  to  you:

I)epartment  of  State.
i,'vTashington,   July   15,1862

"There  is  no  dcnbt  that  i.ron  a  period  anterior  to

thg  breakin€i  out  of  ,the  ill.surrection.  plots  9,nd  conspiracies  f or  pur-

poses  of  assassination  have  been  frequently  formed  and  organized.  And

it  is  not  unlikely  that  such  an  one  as  ha,s  been  reported  to  you  is  now

in  agitation  among  the  insurgents.     If  it  be  so,   it  need  fu.rnish  no

ground  f'or  anxiety.    Assassination  is  not  an  jmerican  practice  or  habit,

a,nd  one  so  vicious  and  so  desperate  cannot  be  engraft©d  into  our  politi-

cal  system.



L Fnis  conviction  of  mine  has  steadily  gained  strength

since  the  Civil  \',Tar  began.     Every  day's  experience  corfi.irms   it.     'Jthe

President.  during  the  heated  seasori,  occupies  a  country  house  I:Ssr  the

Soldier's  IIome,   two  or   three  miles  from  the  city.     Ilo  goes  to  and  from

that  place  on  horseback.  night  and  morning`,  unguarded.     I  go  there  un-

attended  at  all  hours,  by  daylight  gr]d  moonlight,  by   starlight  and  with-

out  any  light.w


