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‘ “Those
out of the hoax, or {0 create cheay
rnotm'iety, are the only ones to dispute
ithe historical record of Booth’s death
tin & barn at the Garrett farm,” Mr.
‘iFay asserted. “‘David E, George was
tonly one of 20 different men who have
sought to create a furore by claiming
to be Booth. Recently while lectur-
\ing on Booth’s death at the tomb, one
of my audience who gave his name ax
"William H. Regan, said he embalmed
the body of George. Asked whether!
he thought it was Booth or whether
sthe dead man had any proof of his
identity, Regan said he believed no'f.é
INevertheless, George’s bhody was em--g
balmed and shown over the country in |
A commercial show scheme.”

The version of Booth’s death ac-
cepted by the cusfodian of the vic-
tim’s tomh is as follows:

“John Wilkes Booth eluded his pur-
suers for 11 days. He was fed by
Thomas A Jones in the meantime in
a grove along the Potomac. Iieuten-
ant Baker of the Searet Service, who
had often seen Booth, and his men
were watching the fugitive.- When he
¢rossed the river he was suspected
‘and chased to the Garret farm.

“Baker and his men surronnded the
house and after some parley they as-
certained that Booth and Herold were
in the barn, They demanded several
times that he come out. Colone! (‘on.
ger’s men were surrounding the harn.
They threatened to set fire to the harn
.and Herold emerged and surrendered.
Booth refused, saying he would ‘die
lin the last ditch. The harn was set
afire,

“Boston  Corbett, a sergeant, saw
‘Booth through a crack and disobeying
orders, shot him. e was brought out
by Conger’s men and died in fhree
hours. The body was brought to
“Washington and identified by various
jmen who knew Booth. One, Dr. John
| I. May, identified the hody by an ugly |
wound on the neck from an operation !
performed some time before, Against |
his physician’s advice Booth ins’sted
jon acting, and reopened the wound,
iwhich healed hadly.
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‘Fakers Who Thrive
On ‘Relics’ of Booth
ExposedByH.W.Fay

SPRINGFIELD, Il—(By Ass0-4
ciated Press).—Five alleged skulls
of John Wilkes Booth, assassinator
of President Lincoln, are on exhi-

bition in/the United States, and
20 ‘“Booths” have died, according
to Herbert Wells Fay, custodian of
Lincoln’s | to here. Recurring
reports that Booth lived 38 years
after President Lincoln’s death and
later committed suicide,, are char-
acterized by Mr. Fay ag§ wild.

“Those Those who wish to make
money out of the hoax, or to cre-
ate cheap notoriety, are the only
ones to dispute the historical rec-
ord of Booth’s death in a barn at
the Garrett farm,” Mr. Fay assert-
ed. “David E. George was only
one of 20 different men who ha.,ve
sought to create a furore by claim-
ing to be Booth. Recently while
lecturing on booth’s death at the
tomb, one of my audience, who gave
his name as William H. Regan, said
he embalmed the body of Georgze.
Asked whether he thought it was
Boh and whether the dead man
had any proof of his identity, Regan
said he believed not. Nevertheless,
George’s body was embalmed and
shown over the country in a com-
mercial show scheme.”

The version of Booth’s death ac-
cepted by the custodian of the vic-
tim’s tomb is as follows:

“John Wilkes Booth eluded his
pursuers for 11 days. He was fed
by Thomas A. Jones in the mean-
time in a grove along the Poto-
mac. Lieutenant Baker of the
Secret Service, who had often
seen Booth, and his men were
watching the fugitive. When he
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crossed the river he was suspect-

ed and chased to the Garrett
farm. \

“Baker and his men surrounded
the house and after some parley
they ascertained that Booth and
Herold were in the barn. They
demanded several times that he
come out. Colonel Conger’s men
were surrounding the barn. They
threatened to set fire to the barn
and Herold emerged and sur”/
rendered. Booth refused, saying
he would ‘die in the last ditch.
The barn was set afire.

“Boston Corbett, a sergeant,
saw Booth through a crack and
disobeying orders, shot him. H,e
was brought out by Conger’s
men and died in three hours. The
body was brought to Washington
and identified by various men
who knew Bod6th. One, Dr. John
F. May, identified the body by
an ugly wound on the neck from
an operation performed some
time before. Against his physi-
cian’s advice Booth insisted on
acting and reopened the wound,
which healed badly.

“Booth was buried under a Fed-
eral prison and an accurate! de-
tailed report made of position
and condition as required. Later
Edwin Booth, actor-brother of the
slayer, obtained an order allow-
ing him to see the body, hoping
that a mistake had been madae.
He viewed the body and identi-
fied it as that of his brother. He
also called in dentists who iden-
titieq fillings in the teeth of the
body, which made identification
positive. Edwin Booth claimed
the body and burried it in thg
family burying ground at %altk
more in an unmarked grave.

LINCOLN TOMB CUSTODIAN
DENIES BOOTH SKULL STORY

SPRINGFIELD, Ill., April 11—

(By Internati 1 News Service.)—

Reports thét he' had the skull of

John Willkkes Booth were denied here
erb

today by ‘Wells Fay, custo-
dian of Lireel’s tomb, when shown
reports that he had offered the skull
of the emancipator’s assassin to the
curator of the county historical so-
ciety at Hanover, Pa., for $500, = .



