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Gentlemen: lN  REPLylNG  F}EFER  TO               1

JUN  7   1§i6

ALL  STATEMENTS  OR  AGREEMENTS  CONTAINED  IN  THIS   LETTEFi  ARE  CONTINCENT  0N  STRIKES.ACCIDENTS, FIBES  OR  ANY  OTHEf`  CAUSES  BEYOND  OUB  CONTPOLANDALL
CONTBACTS  Af`E  SUBJEcl.  TOAPpf`OVALBYTHE  SICNATURE  OFA  Dul.Y  AIJTHORIZED   EXECUTIVE  OFFICER  OF  THIS  COMPANY        CLERICAL   ERRORS   SUEIJECT  TO  CORRECTloN.

Referring  further  to  your  letter  of I,lay  l9th  in
which  g'ou  asked  that  We  determine   if  John  `,Yllkes  Booth was  ln
How  Orleans  dilrlng  the  months  of  September.   October.   November  and
I}ecembor  of  1862.

ffo  have  made  an  exhaustive  research  of  old  news-
paper  files  at  the  Louisiana  State  museum  and  we  have  discovered
nothing  that  wDTild   indicate  that  Booth was  in  New  Orle®nB  during
the  period  mentioned.    We  have  also  called  upon  the  local  new§-
paperB  to  aid  us  in  this  work  and  they  also  report  no  success.
In  addition  we  have  taltod  with  a  local  ptrysician.  now  83  years
of  age.  who  has  lived  in  I?ew  Orleans  practically  all  of  his  iif®
and  was  here  at  the  time  in  question.  This  old  gentleman  is  sonb-
what  of  a  historian.   but  he  was  unable  to  give  us  any  lnformatlon
that  ro`Lild  be  of  value  to  us.

The  old  nowspa;pers  that  inre   inspected  carry  a  wealth
of  chronological  data  in  comection  with  the  assassination  of
Lincoln:  the  preparations  !mide  ty  Booth  to   insure  his  getaway
after  the  crime;  the  marmer  in  which  the  assassinatien  was  accom-
plished:  the  escape:  the  "spicion  directed  toward  Surratt  as
having  attempted  to  take  the   life  of  Secretary  Seward  as  well  as
having  acted  as  an  accomp`Llce  in  the  Lincoln  assassination.  There
ls  also  aLn  account  of  the  arrest  of  Surratt's  mother  and  s|st®rs:
and  in  the  local  museum  there  ls  a  print  depicting  the  hanging  of
A.nrs  Surratt.   If  a  reproduction  of  this  print  would  b®  of  any  value
to  you,  we  have  permission  to  photograph  it.   though we  are  afraid
that  the  result  would  be  negligible  owing  to   its  size  and  present
cord 1 t ion .

There  is  also  contained  in   the  old  newspapers
editorial  comment  dealing with  the  Lincoln  crirre  which  might  be
interesting as  reflecting  the  South's  attitude  toirard  the
assassination.    .i'Je  are  at  liberty  to  rna,ke  copy  of  this  or  any
of  the  other  material  mentioned,   if  you  consider  it  relevant.

It  might  be  of  interest  in pa.ssing  to  quote  an  article
which  appeared   in  the  }Tew  Orieang  Picayune  of  April  30,1865:
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"Early  in  last  December   (ls64)  Edwin  Booth's  rest
successful  engagement  at   the  Trinter  r+arden.   :`Tew  York.
tormirrated  with  a  dramatic  festival  for  some  charitable
purpose.   on  which  occasion  was  presented  Shatcespeare's
play  Julius  Caesar.  Edwin  played  Brutus;  Junius  Brutus
played  E{arc  Antony  and  J.  Wiltes  played  Cassius.   Their
mother  was  present  in  a  private  hex  and   received  marked
attention  in  congratulations  upon  possessing  three
such  sons.   9ho  audience  was  coxposed  of  the  ellt®  of
ltew  York  City."

6-3-26

SHE:ETNO.         2

7]7`Je  reoret  that  we  carmot   be  of  aLssistance  to  you  ln
tracing  Booth's  movements  during  the  closing  months  of  1862.   If
he  were   in  New  Orleans  during  this  period   it  seems  reasomble  to
assure   that  9one  mention  would  'have  been  made  of  his  vl8it  either  in
the  theatrical  notices  of  that  day  or  later  ithen  he  came  into  the
public  eye  a8  an assassin.
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