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Feb.17,1903

J.   Wilkes  Booth.

A  New  York  Woma,n   C1`a.ims  him  as  her  Father,   a,nd   a.1so  Part   of
his  Estate.
I

The  Mystery  Deepens.
/

New  York  I>apers   Sta.ted  That,   George,   Alias  Booth  IJeft   a.n
Esta,te   of  $50,000,   but   50   cent^q   is   Close   to   the  Amount.

There  has  been  congidera,ble   sensational  writing  indulged  in
by  penny-a-liners   over  t,he  suicide  of  D.   E.   George   in  this  who
confessed   to  hawing   .been  J.   Wilkes  Booth.     The  New  York  papers
said  the   suicide   shot  himself  in  the  head  a.t  EI  Reno   cTmd,   that
he  left   and   estat,e  of  $50,000.     Before  us  is   a,„copy  of  the  Utica,
N.   Y.   Saturda.y  Globe  which  makes  the   above   statement   in   connection
with  a   cha,pter  of  grave  doubts  as  to  the  death  of  Booth  on  the
Garrett   fcrirm  in  Virginia..     Owing  to   these  mislea.ding-publications`
in  the   eastern  papers,   in  I`egard  to  the  estclte  left  -by  D.   E.   George
a  woman  cia.iming  to  be  Booth's   daughter  has  wri.tten  a.letter  to
lt[ayor  Hensley  of  EI   Reno  with   an  eye   to   claiming  the   esta.te   of
the   decec-.Sed,    bhould  he  prove  to  have  been  Booth,   which   sea.,rcely
amounts  to  50  cents.     In  fact   a  share  in  the   estate  was  more   in
the  mind  of  the  writer  than  the  proper  cc?,re   and  buria.i   c>f  the
cia.imed   father,   hence,   the  1,IJa,ve   does   not   t:i,Ike   a.ny   Seriou`q   I,took    ,
in  what   the  letter-conta,ins.     However,   the  Wave`will  publish    ,
a?me.     Here  it   is:--

REayor   of  El   j'{eno.
New  Yol`k   City,   Feb.11,18\®3,

Bea,r  Sir:
You  will  plea,se  pardon  me   for  tal{ing  the  li.berty  of   address-

ing  you,   but  `if  a.I]   the  pa.perg  are  telling  the  truth   a.bout   the  man
who   committed   suicide   in  your  tel.ritory,   D.   E.  49eorge,   if  he   is
res.,1ly  John  Wilke,r,  Booth,   he   is  myLfa..t`ner,   and   iif  there  is  no
other  identity  proven  belie-ve  him,   for he  is  telling  the  truth.  \
He  was  mal'ried  to  my  mother  long   after  the  assassination  of  Lincoln
in   the   state   of  Tennessee.     His  WiFe's   name  was  Louisa.  Booth   a,`nd
my  name  is   after  one  of  his. sisters,   I  believe  the   only  one  he
held,   and   one   of  my  mother's   sisters.     Iiaura  Ida,  Booth  lie  my   name

f|¥ev.,if::¥;urn:g£:rTrh3::3ri:etE:dy:afa:5;g.in|t::v::r::ho:¥`-::,t£:::
he  went   away  two'months  before   I  was   born.     This   story  may   seem
r!tl`ange  to  you,   nevertheless  it   i;a  true.     I  have  a,  .step-brother
who  `SaTw  them  married`,   a,nd  if  this   is  John  Wilkes   Booth,   I   am   en-
titled  t`o   some   of  his   estate.     The  papers  mentiori   Severa,1   towns
cg_,s   the  plcr]ce   of  his   suicide.      The   Globe   Democrf}t   places   it   a.t
Guthrie.      jfnother  clipping  speaks  of  Enid,   and  a,mother  of  EI  Reno.
I   ha.ve  never  `oeeh  in  the  territory,   and  do  not  understa,nd  where
t,hese  pl\a,ces   ar.e  loca..ted.     There   is   no  use  of  my  writing   So  much
until  I   find  out   something  more   f`rom  the  people  who  know  every-
thing   a,bout   the  rna.tter.     As   soon  as  you   ansv`er  this,   I   ca.n  give
you  all   the   informs.tbn  th=it   you  wa,nt.     My  peoiJle   a`1l`   live   in  the
P>outh,  .a.nd  they  know   all   Gtsbrrfut  what   I   am  telling  you,   and   can

give  you  all   the   information  you  wa,nt..     Plea.se  do  not  give  this
to   the  pa.pers  aft  I  `do  not  wish  for  a,ny  notoriety.

Your.s  Respectfully,
Mrs  Chaff::g¥::¥±8:ty


