
Castle de  Bayleuse
et   Saus   Souci
Ifo.   £0   Bed ford   ,3t

Atlanta.   Ga..
Dec.     ,`~.,1'     19,!-`--i.

Dear  I`3.:iss  :i!ilared.

I  received  your  letter  and  I  am  glad  my  last
letter  added  a  mite   to  your   joys  fo.'`   speaking
the   truth,   the  whole  truth  and  nothin,q  but  trie
truth.     I  will  in  this  letter  endeavor  to  si]eak
more   ill   detail,   and   I  hoLoe   add   more   I=1ites   to   yotil.
5 0 .y s .

Abrahain  I]incoln  was  killed  at  Tord's  Theatre
the  night   of  April  14.1865.   by  John  +.7ilkes  Booth.
six  days  after  Gen.   Pobt.   J31.   IIee  had   surrendel`ed.
I  am  glad  to   say  this-the   Sout'n  and  its  leaders
had  no  i]art  or  i3ortion  in  his  assassination.     It
was  purely  a
Booth,

lTersonal.  matter  I)etween  I.incoln  and
Iiincoln  hung  John  Y.   Beall,  Booth's

intimate  frie.nd  and  told  a  .lie   in   re`c,;:and   to   the
hangin.g  and  iiaid   t'ri.1   -iteri31ty  by  his   deat`fi.

Feb.    ;`2nd.    I`+..30.At.   my  Bro.   and   myself   landed   in
J}.tlanta.   Ga.     Our  firm  was  Baylor  €.  Baylor.   Civil
&   Consulting  ?:ngrs.     '.7e   came   from  Virginia   to
Ge or gis .

I  was  naTned   for  Eon.   Henry  Bedinger.  I',{inister
to  I)enmark  u:ider  rJresident  Buchanan.     Henry  Bedinger    -i
was   my  fat`fi.er'8  dear   f`fie['id   and  my   father  named  me
or  him,

I  was   born  Jam.7t'ri.             at  Food  End.   Va.     1ty
ather  was  Piobt.   'i7m.   B8ylor.   and   my  ;mother  :`Iai.y
atherine  it`.loon.

I  married   jirine   Shirley  of  Vb.   Oct.   27.18SO.
e  have   two  children,   a  boy  and   a  girl,   hot?!i
arried  .=md   live   in  Atlants.

I   sa`.'\/-in   the   facr'osee   Lemoc   rat   (Iiacrosse,
isconsjn Brick  PomeroT7.--Editor)    some   time   in   or

the   story  of  Booth.I  Beall  and  I..incoln
had   knovm  Beall  before  rind   during  the  war.     His

other  lived  ln  ny  native  county  Jefferson  and  was  a



a
C-,

i   distant   relative   of  mine.

After   I  ?ot   the  paper   I  went   to   my  home   in
Charles   Tovun   (now  '.?est  Va.)   9`nd   called   on  I.:rs.
Beall  and   shovred   to  her   the  article   in  the  paper  and
asked  her  what   she  had   to   say  about   the   truth  or
falsity  of  the  article.     £'ifter   cai~efully  reading
the   article.   she  frankly  sail:,   aj  i.a.L'   as   I   can   i;`o
lit   is   the   tlutl-..

the5::.:rs:£&o`i::±::gart}d}e'``:?:.a::r+a:t3£':h:.,+,:rd8±Ee::€e
terminate  this  friendishii`j.   Booth  living  in  ?'aryland,
5irLcl   -,-Li;7   ;Soil   in  .the    Confederate   Ariiry  with   the   ±'otomac
t3iver  between  them  almost  wee';=ly  letters  passed
betwe`3n   the:,1.      I,.Iy   son   \I/as   1,.v-ou!ided   in   the   forehead
by  a  ball,   .I.,'hich  made   the   bone  press  ui)on  .the   brain.
and  he  became  unable   for  regular  army  service.   and
was  found  on  a  mission  to   liberate   the   C.1.,i.
prisoners  on  Johnson's   Island   and.   was  c9Ftured
on  the   eve  of  its  accomplishrnent,   carried   to   a
yankee  i]rison  from  J7hich  he  escaped. ,   After  his
escape   he  was   fou.ALd   in  :few  Yorl{.  one   rainy  day
with  a   a.S.£i.   grey  coat   on.   every  buttc>n   in   it.i
iilace,   a   C.S.A.   Captain's     Co."Liission   in  his
iriocl-=et.   v+'eariiig  a   raincoat  which   covered   all  'his
uniform.   eI{cept   one   foot   and.  +_is   grey  :frantaloons,

:::=tl:S:gga3:3: ' g2:  ::i::  `br;u:dmET:?ai;ocgifT 'a:3s
round  guilty  as  a  Southern  spy  and   condemned   to  hang.

=.I:rs.13eall   now   >?oes   to   3oot'ri   and   asks   hil   to   save
her  son  f.ron  the   ,?illows.    Booth  tells  her  he  will
move  I_eaven  and  Earth   to   do   so.     He   goes  with  her
a`iid  meets  Lincoln   and  Booth  does   the   talking.   ?.Te
tells  Iiincoln  he  would  be  a  f ool   to  hang  John  Y.
Beall,   a  d---  fool  for  Beall  was  flo   spy.   and  from
all   the   evidence   given  he   could  not  be   tried.  as  a
SPY.

lincoln  then  pl`qced  his  head   on  the   table   for
a   few  mo-me[its.   :'`,nd   then   said   to   her   a-I-id   to   Booth,
"He   shall  not   Ue hung .

i.Jith   this   assurance   fi-om  Lincoln,   she  rot.ul.ned`io  ]ier  home   happy.   after   thanking  T3ooth  for  his
true   frieridshii`,i   to  her  son   (Jno.   I.   3eall).

I

__._ :i._. -_.-L



The  next  da

3,

Beall  was  hung.     She   said  she   could
fel     Seward-  and   Stanton  hadtell  no  further.  but  felt  Seward  and  Stanton  had

prevailed  upon  kiln  to  break  his  word  and  to  hang
her  son.

Then  Booth  began   to   lay  :r,lams   to   assassinate
Lincoln,   Seward   and   5tantori.

I  have  :',tr.   Baylor's   signature   in  the  presence
;  r  f  a  notary  i.3ublic   of  Fulton  County.  Dated  Jen.   5.
i  lc,£5 .

(Sd. )   Mildred   Tjewis   f3uther=tird
Editor   Scrap  Book'  Athens,   rra.


