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WHAT THE WITNESSES SAY

Interviews with Some of the
Rescued.

CARRYING BODIES OUT

sixteen Dead Recovered Up
to 2 P. M.

WASHINGTON, June 0.—Ford’s old Opera
FHouse on Tenth street was wrecked this
A great many persons were killed.
just

morning.
Up tonoon it was impossible to state
how many. It was just before 10 o’clock this
morning when the accident happened. For
several days workmen have hesn excavaling
fer an electric plant.

This excavating was responsible for the ac-
cident. The workmen had undermined the
walls of the old opera house. The building
jtself had been condemned a long time ago.
but sentiment had left it untouchgd. The
opera house is xnown in history as the the-
‘atre in which John Wilkes Booth assassinated
Fresident Lincoln.

There were over 400 Government and other
clerks in.the building at the time the catas-
trophe oocurred. Although some escaped
with their lives, scores of them were more or
jess injured. Many who were taken to the
hospitals may yet die of their injuries.

The Emergency Hospital wae soen fiiled be-
yond its capacity with the bodies ot the dead
and dying. Other hosbitals were also pressed
into service. The injuries to those who were
pot killed outright are of tne severest charac-
ter. Fractured arms and legs and erushed
heads are among the majority of the hurts.

The news of the accident spread: over the
city and surrounding country quickly and ex-

| citement was intense. The scene of the dis-

aster was soon blockaded with persons.
Thousands of excited persons ran aboutlook-
ing for friends and relatives,

Cavalry Ordered Out,
At 10:450'clock eight dead bodies were taken
They were removed to the
Gen. Scho-

out ef the ruins.
Morgue, but were ot identifled.
fleld ordered out two troops of cavalry from
Fort )Ieyor—]ixst across the river—ard -two
companies of infantry from the arsenal to the
damaged opera house.

The Secretary of the Navy also ordered out
all the paval medical officers stationed in
Washington, and also opened the Naval Hos-
pital to receive the injured. The Command-
ant of the Navy was directed to render all
the assistancs in his power in caring for the
injured. :
Perhaps Eighty Dead,

At 10:50 o'cleck it was feared that there
were eighty bodies under the ruins, and great
offorts were making to get thegp out. The
first of these to be extricated Irqz the mass
of timber and debris was Howard S. Miller of
Ohio ard an unknown man who was horribly
}le died before reaching the Emer-
Among others taken there

mangled.
gency Hospital,
with serious injuries were the following:
some of the Injured,

FrED CLAVERT.

CHARLES METCALF,

S. D. DEWEY.

WiLtiAM LECOLTURE.

F. N. TEST.

KUGHLER.

PENNINGTON AMES,

CuARLES R. MILLER.

C. F. HATHAWAY.

R. M. PATRICK.

3. A. STEWART.

M. ¥, Sius.

fLouis Dusary.

@. N. McLAvGHLIY,

Up to 10:50 o’clock tem dead bodiss had
been removed. Few or nene of them could be

jdentified. One of the workmen, a colored
man. who was employed in excavating the
cellar. dug his way out about 11 o’clock with
the assistance of these around him, and was
soon able to tell something of his experiance.

Said he: “JItold them yesterday that the
aréehway would fall, for any time any one
walked over the floor it would bend. There
were twonty men working with me when the
aceident happened, and I don’t know what
has become of them. I think that many o!
them have been killed. for the heavy timbers
and other building material rattled down
upon us like hail.”

At 11 o’cloek the remains of a young man,
not identifled. were taken to the Morgue. This
made the number who had been killed
oleven, with the brobabilities that every few

minutes would sdd to the list, for those buried
under the ruins were being searched for dili-

gontly.

The police and fireamen maile great efforts
te reach them, and were assisted by the
militia. The blockaded streets added to the
grent Trouble in eclearing the scene. The
cavalry arrived about 11 o'clock to beat back
tho excited crowd.

Wenkness Caused Collapse,

The top floor collapsed through weakness,
caused by excavating the cellar helow, and in
its fall carried down the other two fluors,
and with them the clerks employed, there.

| noise. followed by
sound.

After the floors crashed to the groun i)
walls weve left standing. but they were be-
ieved ro be in a very insecure condition, and
it was feared that they might topple over with
still more serious results,

When the floors fell in the terrifle report, as
though of an explosion, could be heard many
blocks away. Dust, smoke and ashes wrose
from the disordered mass of timbers. while
from the broken windows in the walls elerks
were trying hard to reach the ground safely.

They gesticulated and shouted to persons
below to save them. In many instances,
driven frantic by their danger, they leaped
headlong from the third story, and in these
cases had limbs badly broken. The floors had
been heavily loadod with records and docu- |
ments in the Records and Pensions division of |
tha War Department. The clerks employed
were all men. I

Clerk James M. Stewart was one of those
whe jumped. thereby saving his life. He
leaped from a rear window of the second
floor just as it began giving way.

1le said that there must he over 100 clerks
under the falling walls, and considered it mar
vellous that any had been brought out alive.

He was employed with others in the Sur-
geon-Geeeral’s office. He thinks the pension
clerks were among those whorared the worst,

Clerk Stewart. continuing his story, said:

“The first indication we had was a snapping
a tremendous crashing

“Then there was a great cloud of dust.
Loeking areund I saw the third floor falling
quiekly. Immediately a cloud of dust arose
sodense that we could not see through it.

*The first intimation I had of the fall of the
second floor was when I started forward to
render help. when I found myself facing a
chasm. Below was a mass of crushed and
struggling humanity, and I jumped.”

The efforts to save the wounded were hrercie,
but painfully slow. The cries of the infured
clerks were heard above the rush and roar.

Clerks Tell Their Stories,

Cliffo Lowe. the son of Juige |
Suprame Justice of lowa for many years, had
a deep cut in the back of his head.

1 was at work on the t floor.” said Mr,
Lowe, as the blood streamed from !}

* Suddenly I heard a terrific noise and began
to run, I was cauglt, before I
reached the door and pinned down fora mo-
ment, but with the help of an iron bur I man-
aged to extricate mysell.”

T. S. Lowry of 609 Third street, bleeding
from numerous cuts on his face and head and
his clothes torn to shreds, was painf
ing down Tenth street. e said:

"1 was at work on the second floor near the
door of the room in which were about one
hundred other clerks. Suddenly T was on-
veloped in & mass of ruins. 1 managed to
struggle out. I know not how.”

C. A. Huper of 2.032 I streat was
cutup and bruised condition. Iie was uncon-
scious and said he was at work on the second
floor when there was a erash and Le found
himself buried ina mass of lime and timbers.

Ile managed to extricate himsell ina few
moments, Only about sixty ol the 45U clerks
were able to escape, he sail,

At noon connected accounts as to the cause
of the accidént wera partially obtainatle.

I'he excavations, which were the immediate
cause of the collapse, were being made at the
instaneo o! the War Department, for the pur-
vose of putting in an electric Light pl

The insecurity of the building had been ra-
peatadly reported.

Tor a long time past whenever a heavy
loaded wagon has gone by the building
seemed to sway backward and forward, as the
clerks desecribe the sensation.

When the first rumbling warning of the ap-
proaching coliapse came, the clerks on the
third floor. to the number of eighty or 100,
rushed to the windows and jumped for the
roof of an adjoining structure. Some of
them thus escapeod.

we, who was

s wound.

however,

ily ereap-

in a badly




. & colored clerk appointed
from Virginia, was seen ata third-story win-
dow. He was warned net to jump. but despite
the protestations of numbers of peeple he
elimbed out. and. lowering himself from the
sill, let zo. Hefell upon a covering at a Jower
door and slid off into the cohble-stoned alley,
striking on his head, and was instantly killed,
His head was mashed to.a jelly, nnd the cob-
bles for a distance of several yards were be-
spattered with blood.

The Walls Left Tutact,

Although the walls of the buildaing are in-
tact, the interior, from the top floer to the
basemeant, is cut out as if with a gigantie
knife. Heawy:1iron rafters and girders are
bent and twisted as though they were wire.

Every few, minutes a dead body or a woun-
ded man was breught out during the morn-
ing, placed in an ambulance and sent to the
Morgue or Hospital.

When the noon hour arrived eleven had
been taken out dead and the work of re-
moving others was still in progress.

Heroism of a Boy.

One of the bravest and most daring inei-
derts of the calamity was performed bya
colored boy, 19 or 20 years of age, by the
name’ of Basil Lockwood. As soon as the
floors collapsed and the dust eleared away,
realizing the danger of those at the rear
windows, who were wildly attempting to
climb out, and, calling for aid, he climbed up
& large telezraph pole as high as the third
story and lashed a ladder to the pole, vutting,
the other end in the window. By this meaus
ten or fifteen were assisted down the ladder
in safety.

Gen, Erant Talks of the Disaster.

The question of the responsibility of the
accident was of course earnestly discussed,
even while the work of rescue was progress-
ing.

Assistant Secretary Grant was one of the
first officials to visit the scens of the disaster,
and immediately gave orders by telephone
and mounnted messengers to the officers of
the department te render all possible aid.

Gen. Grant sald to & reporter, speaking |

under pressurs of great, emotion: “Iam ap-
palied at the magnitude of the disaster. Itis
fmpossible for me to say anything as to the
cause, for I know ncthing of the condition of
the building.”

Chief A, G, Shunt Killed,

The dead body of A. G. Shunt of Gettys-
burg. Pa., the Chief of the office, was dug out
of the ruins at 12:10 o'clock. -

Business, public and private. was practi.
eally suspended, and the crowd around the
demolished building keot increasing. The
drug storesand many of the business houses
have been transformed into emergency hos-
pitals, and almost every physician and sur-

geon in the city is in volunteer service. The |

majority of the clerks wore veterans ol the
WAL,
~ At12:30 o'cloek another dead bndr. that of
H. 8. Wood. reached the Emergency Hospital,
‘About the same time the mangled body of a
clerk by the name of Jarvis was taken from
the debris. He had been ‘crushed to doath by
s great mass of lumber. -

S More of Those Iajured,

he following persons. sl seriouslv. hut not
tally Injured, were taken to a neighboring

L
l‘.nlnlth.
A. N. Gerault and — Elurllu of, Fort

Seott, Kan. ..'

=— Bhadbolt of lllnourl. a colored man.
Officer Pody of the police forco was badly

um;&w t!u accident wlﬂo muﬁnc othm

Tho building stocd on Tenth strnt. north-
west, between E and F streets, and not far
from Pennsylvania avenue. There wera 475
persons, mostly Government clerks,employed
in the building. and nearly all of these were
at work when the building fell.

An exeavation for an electric lizht plnt
was being made in the cellar of the structure
—a three-story affalr, and. according to the
best information obtainable, the workmen
this morning had dug beneath the founda-
tion supports in the front of the building.
weakening them to such an extent that the
walls gave way before they could be jacked.

This explanation of the cause of the acei-
dentis the one advanced. but it-seems some-
what strange in view of the fact that the top
floor gave way first.

Men who were in the bulldlnsz say the erash

came without warning. Those on the top
floor were suddenly precipitated to the tloor
below, and the weight of falling timber and
furiitture carried the second and first floors. |
with it, |

Fortunately, only the forward bhall of the |
floors gave way. The outer ends of the floors |
and the rear part of the structure rernained.
The walls did not fall

Within an hour the news was known all
over Washington, and hundreds of anxious
relatives and friends swarmed to the vicinity
ofthe old theatre. Women appealed anxiously
to every bystander for “information about
some particular person, while men came with
tears in their eyes and impleringly besought
the policemen to let them through the pelice
lines that they might obtain some knowledge
of thelr friends and relatives,

A general fire alarm was turned a few min-
utes after the erash and then all the ambu-
lances in the city were summoned. As quickly
as possible the police and firemen fermed a
reserve brigadé and ready hands assisted
them to take out the killed and wounded.
Police and army ambulances, cabs, carriages

| and vaehicles of every description were pressed

into service for carrying away the dead and

inidred.
Fousd Near an Historieal Spot.

Those who were early on the scene found
the body of a celored man in the alley In the
rear of the building, whera John Wilkes Booth
had his horse tethered the night he “xilled

Lineoln. THis wae George M. Arnold. a well
known colored clerk. He had been lastseen
at a third-stery window.

To the oceupants of each floor there seemed
but one crash. and each thought that his floor
fell firet. Instantly the whole builaing was
filled with blinding lime dust. - Running di-
rectly through all of the floors and in the mid-
dle of the buliding was a light well, ten feet
or more long and nearly as many wide. The
fatal area was in front of this, leaving a space
of six or savenp feet in width undisturbed on
both sides,

Many Narrow Escapes,

There were many very narrow escapes from
death.
rested directly upon the line where the floors |
broke away saved themselves, while the desks
at which they sat were precipitated down the
awful chasm.

Others who were wslklnz across the room
heurd an omnious sound and stopped justat
the vary threshold of death. W hen the crash
ecame, those who survived heard a mighty
scream of anguish from their comrades as
they sank out of sight, and then- groping 1n
the darkness they found their way to safety.
trembling in every joint with the pallor of the
dead on their faces.

but in a few minutes after the crash came the

began to arrive. Within a very few momen

or more men stripped o
jumped into the building and began throwing
out the wreckage in front and under the
floors which remained standing in the rear.

Wreckage by Wholesale,

It was apparent at 1 o’clock that it would

be two or three hours before the mass of
debris can all be cleared away and the exact
number of those who went down in the crash
known. :
_Near the front wall of the building still re-
mains a great mass of wreckage which has not
yvet been explored, and its position is such as
to leave no doubt that several bodies will yet
be found beneath it.

Ween the ¢rash eame there were supposed
ro be in thé building, besides the clerks, eigh-
teen messengers and twenty labsrers, making
a total of over 500 persons,

Those who were most seriously injured
were attended to immediately, while the
others, groaning and erying from the pain of
broken limbs, lay beseeching the doctors to
dress their wounds.

The crowds at the main hospital greatly
interfered with the work of the physicians,
and Dr, Kerr determined to put them out,

Load after loaa of the wounded, blind from
the debris, and with limbs broken and
maimed, were dumped at the door.

They had to remain outside for some time.
as the force and facilities of the hospital were
unequal to'the emergency.

As quickly as the surgeons. who twere rein-
forced by the young men graduates ef the
city, could do so, they examimed and dressed
the wounds, and patients were then sent up-
stairs to more comfortable quarters.

It was with great difficulty that the poliee-
men could keep the relatives of the injured
out of the building, while outside their agon
izing eries could be distinctly heard by the
poor unfortunates who lay heipless.

Priests and ministers were soen on the snot,
and when admitted repaired to the cols-of the
imjured, where they administered spicitual
consolation.

Six(een Dead up to 2 P. M,

Bixteen dead- bodies had reached the
Morgue up to 2 o’clock, More Yvictims of the
accident were momentarily expected,

The Hospital Lists,

A tour of the city hospitals resulted in ob-
taining. the following additional details re-
specting the arrivals of dead and injured:

Emergency Hospital, twenly-two injured;
four dead; names not taken.

Providence Hospital, E. Leger (Miss.) head
cut and injured internally:

W. 8. Gustin (Ohio), left arm broken.

National Homaopathie Hospital—Clifton
Lowe (lowa), scalp injured.

Bl'recdmen’s Hospital—Dr. James H. How-
ard (colored, Maryland), sca!lp cutand internal

A number of clerks whose desks |

No women were employod in the bulldlu(z. !

wives, mothers and daugnters of the victims gy,

injuries. He is a graduate of Hoeward Univer-

sity and married.
Garfleld Memorial Hospital —
Thomas (Sedalia, Me.). arm broken.
The Government Blamed,

The destruction of the old theatre this-
morning, involving a frightful loss of life
ameng the clerks of the Surgeon-General's
office of the army, ealls attention to the fact
thatthe Government, itself, is chiefly respon-
sible for the disaster. Itisin the opinion of
many, guilty of murder, just A8 much as if it
had fired a gatling gun into the ranks of the
clorks.

For yeara it has been the poliey of the Gov-
ernment to rent the worst tumbledown -
traps !n the eity of Washington for thohoum
of its survlus employoes of the vartous arts
ments, while the War Department® ris’
located in ene of the most magnific ce
buildings owned by any Government} ?he

S o S z e

John H.




office have been packed away im an old
dilapidated building that had outlived its
usefalness, Hince the time when John
Wilkes Booth jumped out of one of its
back windows after having assnssi-
nated President Lincoln, time and agzain
the building has been condemned and
numberless letters and personal appeals have
been made to the authorities to remove the
clerks from thelr dangerous situation. Not
onlv was ‘the building unsafe. but scores of
afdavits have been made that the sanitary
condition of the bullding was dangerous.
Another Disaster Fenred,

It has been the common talk among the
War Devpartment clerks for the past
twe or three years that there would
be a disaster some day, and
relatives of several clerks who have died of
fevers and like .complaints have openly
charged that death was caused by the flithy
and uphealthy condition of the building.

The Gevernment hears, but heeds not. An-
other fatal calamity is impending that bids
fair to be a thousand fold worse than that of
this morning. The Government printing
office is on the point of fulling down, and has
been in that eondition for years.

This is not a wild statement or guess work,
but the cold truth, and it is8' to be found on
record efficially in tho shape ol sev-
eral reports of Congressional commit-
tees testifying to the fact that the
many hundreds of emvloyes in the

big printing shop are in daily and hourly
peril of instant death, because the old frame
structure in which they werk will some day
surely collapse under the weight of the great
rresses and the thousands of tons of paper

and boo
Warnings from Congressmen,

Senators and Representatives in Congress
have several times brought these startlineg
facts to public attention in impassioned
speeches, but the warnings have not been
heeded,

The money for a new printing office has
been appropriated, but owing to the wrang-
ling among the real estate speculators re-
garding the selection of a site the money re-
mains in the Treasury and the printers re-
main in the tinder,  box at the risk of their
lives.

The Government saems strange.y ebtuse on
this subject, and a dozen instances of reckless
disregard of lile could be cited. A few years

ldir that had been a dozen

officially condemned was rented

use of the city Pest Oflice and was

ied until the wa could be heard to
crack above the neise of the office, and an-
other temporary home was furnished until
the new mu b 1ilding shall be finished.

The relatives of the clerks k ay are
loud in their denunciation of the reckless
disregard of human life shown by the Govern-
ment authorities who are emselves located
in fine new bu

HISTORY OF THE THEATRE

§Ft Was Originally the Old Tenth Street
Baptist Chureh

The puilding which was w ted to-daywas
now the ,Army Medical - Museum. It was
originally the old Tenth Htreet Daptist
Chureh. It was a medium-sized structure,
and was vainted white. About forty years
ago the Ford brotiers of Daltimore pur-
chased the property and transformed it into a
theatre, 2

The interior was entirely removed, but the
old walls were laft standing. It was used as
& playhouse until several years later. when it
was destroyed by lire.

A spacious Drick ea-
tre on the site of the old building. It was in
this theatre that President iinecoln was as-
sassinated en the Good Friday night ot 1865
by John Wilkes Booth.

fter this event the Government closed the
theatre and flpally bought the property for
about $1350.L Again the interior of the
structure was remodelled and adapted to the
use of the Surgeon-Geveral.

1he museum proper occupied the three
floors of the building. While it was criginally
established for the purpose of investiga
the wounds and diseases incidental to w
scope has broadened so idly that it lately
included all interesting objects of medical
and surgical study.

It was said to be the only museum of its
kind in the world. l.abor and money had
been expended on it to an almost unlimited
extent. There were no less than )00 spe
mens arranged with great care and system
within the walis ot the museum.

A large collection of human crania were ex-
hibited in the anatomical section for the pur-
pose of the study of ethnology.

In the miscellaneous sections were, among
other exhibits, the latest appliances for the
treatmant of diseases,

The second floor of the building contained
the medical library of the Goverment, a li-
hrary which was said to contain more medieal
literature than the Dritish Museum or the

ational Library of France.

Theentire building was usualls | with
a foree of clerks and officers em d in ex-
amining and compiling the records pertain-
ing to the Medlcial and lospital department
of the army. "

A strange coincidence is that the old theatre
is wrocked on the day of the funeral of Edwin
Booth, brother of John Wilkes Booth.

any

Dead




