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Reading.   Penn.   Ihursda,y.   April   2?.   I`?t65.

I  }i,are  just   seen  :.!r  Iiyon,   a  United   States  detective  officer,   from  whom   I
get  the  following  relative  to  the  Booth  affair.

The   r`3T)ort   t:flat   Boc)th  came   to   Reacl.ing  on   t:ie   train   is   cor  ect.     ??e  `.ras   in
Bea.din6r  all  day.

The  man  t?}at   recognized  him  infctrmed  tletective  Lyon  of    .is   being  in  town,
and  that  he  }mew  it  was  Bootli.

Hr  Lyon  irmediat.31}-.   in  corr]iiarry  \./ith  :.:r  :`Iiller,   another  detective.   i)ro-
ceeded  to   tr:`,ce  3iim.

The;   finally  traced  him  to   tile  de-.r)ot  anrl  a,scertained  t:.rat  a  man  answering
his  description  had  i;.ot  on  t`.e   train  w:lick  `narl  .just  left.

The   fc;cts  w,,.re   ir.Tnedi€!.tely  mau`e  kno\'tm  to  i:r  G  A  Nic`nols,   Sui)erintelident   of
the  road,   and  an  effort  `,'.'as  made  to  telegraph  to  Port  Clil`,ton,   the  fir.st  telegraith
station,   but   the  op.`;rator  not  being  about.   an  engine  `.'ras  fired  up,   ar,d  ?.:essrs.   Lyon
and  i:iller,   toget`r.er  with  the  man  who  `!iad   seen  Booth  proceeded  `Lit   full   si]eed.  to  over-
take  t:rie  regular  train.

They  did  ovel.ta.'`:e   t`f`e   train,   b.lit   at  I'ort   Clinton  wt3re   inforTied   that   the  man
descl.ibed  ha].  got   off.  t:rue   train  t:.ieri-i.   `Dut  whether  he  `'rent   to   the   Cata7rissa  tT.aim  or
ncft  they  co-`ild  not  ascertain.

A  dispatch  was   setit   to   Tanaqua  to  the  ct,onductor  of   t''`Le   tl.aim,   and  in  the
meantime  Port   Clinton  was   thoroughly  searched.

Upon  the  arrival  of  trie   tr?i.n  at  Tamaqua  t`'i.e  coniur.tor  telegrt`ii.ihed  ,.is
follows:   ''T`{ie  :nan  is   on   the   tr,rim.''

Another  dis.Ttatch  was   se-rit   to  the  n-jxt   station  for  fu2.t:ier  informfi,ticn,  with
orders   for  ?`Lis   detention.

T:`iis  T.orning  at   S   o'clock  Detective  Lyons  I.eceived  a  telegl.am  from  Con-
ductor  Brig:rit,   dated  Catawissa,   saying,   ''IN+o   such  rr,an  cane   throng``n  on  my  train."

MI.  I,yons  states   that  he   is   satisfi3d.  t}Lat   t:rie  rran  is  Booth.

',that  measures  are  beirkf  ta`fen  for.  his  arrt3st  are  kept  pl.ivate  for  obvious
reasons .-

The  follo`.`/ing  is  a  description  of  the  iierson:     A.ooiit  i-ive-ir.e..t   eig:it   inches
n  hight,  black  eyes.  black  ]ialr.  cut  short  and  inclined  to  curl:   short  black ms-
ache:   had   cotton  in  `L`oth  ears:   .'.ore   a  \',':.iite  felt  liat;   :iind  a  =r]i.joe  of  crape   on  the

arm;   wore  a  Lincoln  badge   on  t`iie   rigl.`t  bl'e`'`st   in  mournin€-.?:   and  :'iad   on  a  bl{ic:{
rock  coat  with  corrmon  blue  military  pants.

SECO}`D   DISP.ATCH

Readi.[ig.   Pa.   Thursday.   Ai`,ril   .?.),   1865.

To   S.   BRA.JFORD.   esi):      On  my  retij.rn  fror.]  -t'ot,tsville   the   repr`-3sentations   to



me  last  evening  were   such  t`trat  I   se-nt  a  special  eligine  to  Pottsvi:le  after.  the  up
evening  pa3' enger  t-rain;  but  t'r.`e  man  had  left  the  train  at  Auburn,  before  the
telegram  could  reach  it.       He  then  walked  back  to  Port  Clinton  after.  darTK:,   and.
stole  his  pai`sage  to  Tamaq-iia  on  one  of  our  coal   trains  last.  night.     He  is  ]iow
caught  at  Tamaqua,   `irhere  `J7e   telegraphed   to  loo'rL  out  for  liim.   and  `'.Jill  be  held  until
identified.     There  has  been  ground  for  suspicion  that  it  is  Booth

--G.  A.  Nichols
Supt.  Philadel``ihia  a]id  Reading  Railroad.

THIRD  DISPATCH

Philaclelwhia,   Thursday.   April   20.   1865.

The  following  dispatch  was  received  this  evening  from  a  lawyer  at  ReaJ`ling:

''The  dispatch  of  yesterday  was  somewl`.at  erroneous.     The  st`ateT.ent  given
by  the  citizen  of  ?eailing  referred  to.   is  t:')at  he  has  no  acquaintance  with  Booth.
having  seen  him  but   once   seven  years   ago   in  a  theat3r  in  Baltimol.e.   and  not  being
able  to  identify  him  novr.     ¥e   saw  the   suspected  person  in  a  saloon  on  Tues'Jay
night.   in  company  with  anothel..   drinking  freely.     Learning  that  the  man  intended
leaving  tcmrn  for  Pottsville  at   6  p.in.   yester(3.a.:`r.   he  got  uTton  t`rie  train  after   it
had  started,   and  recognized.  t:/ie   individual.  who  a,ppeared  Jery  inch  confused  at
meeting  lJiim.       He  asked  the   citizen  wliether  he  vras  going  up  in  the  train.     Uiion
`nis  answering  that  he  was  not,   the  man  sa.id  that  he  would  be  back  in  F`ead:ng  in  a
day  or   two.     The  citizen  then  left   t:rie   trchn,   an`J   corrmunicated  t:'iese  facts  to  a
Government  detective  of  t?tis  place.  by  whose  ag',incy  he  has  sirm,e  been  arrested,   and
is  now  awaiting.  I.ecogriition  at  Tanaqira."

FCURTH  DI SPATCH

Rending`,   Thursday.   April   20,   1S65.

The   citizen  who  "recognized  Booth"  was  ta:ten  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace
this  afternoon  to  make  af ..idavit  of  his  ]mo\`/ledge.     He   swears  no\I;  that  he  .`La.s  only
seen  Booth  once,   aiid   that  wa.s   seven  years  ago;   and  also,   that  ]ie  does  not  believe
the  person  pursued  was  Booth.     Heretofore  he   stated  iiositivcly  that   it  \.;as  Bo.`>t`ri,
and  that  he  ]mew  ..tim  inti:rately.

-----New  York  Tribune.  Friday,  April  21.  1865.

IRE   1)ISAl)VA}ITAG]   OF   I.00KING   IIIRE   BOOTH

FI.om  the   Boston  Advertiser,   Ai)ril  23.

James  L  Chapman.   son  of   Sheriff  Chapman  of  Pittsfield.   :.]`qss.,   beat.s   so
strong  a  r_,semblance   to   t}ie  as:`assin  Booth  that  he  \`7as   stortiied  thre3   times  while
traveling  on  'Tedues,day.   an.5  ml`e   to   establish  `riis   identify.---_.`-. ----- !rew  Yol.k  Trib.,ine.   Monday.   April   24.   1665.


