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me  Secretary  of  the  Elks  I.odge,  jJecorah,  Iorn  I.eported  in  January/\that

Gc3orge  E.`Smith  had  been  a  member   there     in  1905  and  had  moved  to  MilThraukee.

He   stated'  that  George  Smith  had  a  brother  by  the  name  of  `iv'.  R.  Smith  at  \'I'arsaw,

`i-I`isc.           hater  wir'ing  \f'-.  A.  Smith,   George  E.  Smith  iires  located  anlwas   inter-

viewed  at  iiearbc>rm February  8,  1921.      At  this   interview  Airj  S'mith  stated  that

be  had  met  David  E.  deorge  in EI  Reno   in iqp/        errd got  quite  interested

in  him  as  he  seemed  to  be  mush  different   than  the  average  man  one  met.    Smith

says  he  loaned  George  money  several   times  and  altog5.then  possibly  let  him have

$150.00;   that  in  return  George  was  to  nrake  a  will  in  favor  of  Arma  Smith,  Gec>rge

Smith's  wife.         Smith  claims  that  he  thought  George  had  consider.able  property

up  'till  the  time  of  his  death.      He  says  that  Gcorge  alvrays  talked  of  the  farm

he  ouned  and  the  insurance  he  had  and  other Smi.th  says  he  received

a  wire  from  Georg'e  a  few days  before  the  assassination  asking  for  money  and.  that

he.   ismith),  sent  him  $25.00.    ghat  after  the  sllicide  Penniman  notified  him  by

wire   to  come  to  Enid  and  that  wiien  he  arrived  in Enid  he  begrn  at  once  looking

into  the  affairs  of  the  dead man  to   see  just  what  ]iis  property  consisted.  of.
€ai:`fi¥!'|}}£Ltrf#iLfr.  EaRE he  `'/ent  on  to  EI  Reno,  sa,w  some  of  his  frienis  there  and.  found

that  all  of  George's  estate    vras  a  matter  of  his  owri  imagination.         A-Hr.  Smith
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claims  that  he  had  never  had  any  conversation  with  George  that  would  lead  him

to  believe  that;  he  was  John  t\-/ilkes  Booth  and  that  no  such  idea  had  ever  c)ccured

to  him,   (Smith),  until  after  I,fas.  iferper  stated  t}iat  Geoyrge  had made  such  a

confession  to  her.       Smith  claims  that  lJermiznan  and  he   tal]sed  over.  the  pr.oposi-

tion  of  e3chibiting  the  body  and  thoutht  they  could  make  a  fortune  doing  that

very  thing.      V/hen  he  found  that  suc}i  couldn't  be  done  and lea,rued  that  there

wa,a  no  estate  he   thought  that  he  had.  masted  enou±fo  money  on  old  George  and

decided  to  go  home.         Smith  says  there  vras  nothing nysterious  about  his  actions
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at  the  time  art  that  any  one  who  had  been  very much  interested  in  actually

getting  his  story  could  have  easily made  cormections.
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