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Is   it.Booth?

`.i     {+

The   impress,ion  Growing,   From  Evidence,   Circumst£,ntial   and
Otherwise,   that   the   Suppose€l  Remains   of  Da,vid  E.   George
.A,re   none   other  than  the   rema.inB   of

John  Wilkes  Booth

T'iho   ass@Lsp,inated-President'  Lincoln  Almost   thirty-eight   ye{irs
a.go,     The   Face   of  the   Corpse   Comptired  with  Pictures,   of
Booth--The  Li.keness   Striking.

Efom  the   first,   the  Wa.ve  ha.a  not   believed  th,rtt   it   ±s  pl'ob9-
ble   t,h,it   David  E.   George  who   committed   suicide,   as -Stated  in
these   columns,   an(i  whose   rein,9.ins  now  repose  in  the  Pennima,n
undertaking   rooms,   w€:a  the   remains   of  J.   Wi`lles  Booth,   the
as8a,Ssin  of  Ab|.Sham  I.incobn;   however.,   it   is   pcJssible.     The
evidence   of  lf rs  Harper  a,s  to  the  .fact   that  George   confessed  to
her   in  El   tteno,   at   a.  time  he  expected  to   die  that  he  was  none
other   the.n  Booth,   t,he   a`ssassin-,   in  connection  with  the   Strik-
ing   likeness  to   the  a.sf.assin  and  the  genel.al   demeanor  of  the
man   in  producing  parts   of  Shakespeare',a   pl@,ys   c-i.nd   songs
a.,round  the   sa.loons   leads  to   a  pctsaibility   in  this   ca.Be.

It.is   a  Well.known  fact,  that   the  government  was  veHeip  ;-7rL-C/+<4J
Suite  sure  of  the  death  of  .Booth,   a.t  least  it  never  pa,id  the
rewa.rd.  offered  for  his  ca.pture,  yet  the  national  history  of  the
a,ffa,ir  indica.tes  thi]:]t  J.   Wilkes  Booth  was   identified  beyond   all
I.e£)fT,onable   dou-bt  pl`evioug   to  his  buial   in  the  Arlington   cemetery
a,t  Washington,  ,and  his  people  have   since  moved  the   remains
to  the  Booth  burying  plot   in  the  Baltimore  cemetery.

The  most   rein,-!rkrqble   circumstance   Surrounding   the   dead.rna.n,
as   links  to  his  indentification  a.a  Wilkes  Boothv,   is  the  fa,ct   that
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twenty-*ix  years   of  a,ge  when  the  as3assinf.tion  took  place   and
riixty-three  years  old  in  1902,   if  livin£^,   which  is  the  exagt
a

4 ?a-:::-
the  writer   remembers   of  ref.iLding   a.n  a.rticle,   ci-ed.ited   to   the
e  Atla,nta  Constitdtion,   that  J.   Wilkes  Booth  still  lived

of  Geol`ge   a,s   found   in  examining  his \paperA,Several  years   ago,
or  it  might  be  ten  years
and  was  at  that   time  in  Miss Bsippi  where  he  had  been  recogniz-
ed   beyond   doubt.-     Now   it   E}.ppe:lps   from   some   of  the   talk   and   con-
fe8sion!   of  George  that  he  lived  in  Missi33ippi   a:;out   six
years .

George  left   a  will,   which  is  now  in  the  hands   of  his  friend
Smith,   who   agl`eed  to   operi   it   on  his   returri  fl`om  EI   Reno.     Per-
haps   the,trill  will  give   some  light   on  Geol.ge's  past.life  or
it  rna.,y  contaLin  a,   confession  a,s   to  his   identity.

It  would   indeed  be   remarks.ble  a.nd   st,f3rtling   if  George
F.hould  prove   to  be  WilkeFi   Booth,  `-but   in  the   langua.ge `,of   Col.   ¢
Bryan  it   is  16   to  1   tha.t  he   is  not  Booth.

If  it   is  Booth,   why  did  he   come  to  Enid  to  pa.sri  i-n  his
checks  volunta,rily?     Thel`e  iB   only  one  an.wer  at  hand  for  the
quest,ion.     He  probably  reEid  in  cam  eastern  i],aper  that  Enid  was
distitute   of   a   cemetel`y`¢Tmd   did,  not   i4.rig,h  to  be  buried.     'Be   it
remembered  that   one   o'f  his   la`st   requests   of  1{e,ndlctrd  lfumont
wa.S   tha,t   if`he   wcTs   fou.n.d^   dea,d   just`  to   throw  him   out   the   ba,cH I



The  Enid  Daily  Wave
-Jan.\J17,1-903

;,',

way.     MI.a.   Harper,   the  wif`e-of  the  Methodist  minister  of  this
city,   is  quite   confident   that  George  is  no  other  tha\n  Wilkes
Boot,h  and  there   are  rna,ny  oth.ei.a  here   of  the  srime   opinion,   their
judgment  being  based   on  t,he   comparisons   and   a.ctions   of   the  m€m
previous  to  his  death.

One  thing   is   cert9,iri,   the   rema.ins   now` lying   emba,lined  in  the
Pennima,n  undertaking   roc)r{1s.  should  not   be  'ouried  until   the  identity
of   th6  man   is  rna..de   cleal`.

Upon  his   return   todcT)y   fro`m  EI   Reno,   Mr.   Smith  was   seen
by   a,  Wa.ve   reporter  a.nd   from  him  learned  thri.,t  while  Mr.   George
h'ad   at   one  tim-e   owned  oonsiderr?.ble  propel`ty  there,   it  has   all
been  dissipated.

Thile   there  he   stw  Mrs.    Simmong,I,   with  whom   Georf.`LJ  b.o`arded
while   there,   and.she   corroborf;`LtTes   in   detail   the   story   ,3.fT`  told
in   mTi.urrLi.a.y's   Wf]ve   by  lrirrs.   Harper.

}`ilr:I   Smith  is  now  in  telegra,phic   communication  with  parties
in  New  York   a.nd   elsewhere     in  rega]rd  to  the  matter,   a.nd  le`ives
this   evening  at   5;30   for  Kansas  City  on  the  same  er`rand.

He  ga`ve   orders  to  ]``,rr.   Penniman  to   care   for  the  body  unt.il
further  notice,   and  it  will  not  be  interred  until   something
more   definite   tha.n  a.t   present   is  known._

He   scqys   the   deceaE3ed  had   intimated   to  him   at   times   a   story``
simila.r  to  the  Wave's  report,   lout  he  is  entirely  in  the  diirk.
That   deceased  told   cont,radictory   st.ories   a,a  to`his   ag`e,   but  had
lived   in  T\ufrississippi   and  Texa:a,   and  had  traveled   ext,ensively,
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the   east,   ]`,¢r.    Smith   is   a  TTLember   of   the  U.-C.   T.,   No.130,   Des
Moines,   Iowa,   and   of  the  Elks   a,,t   Decorah,
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