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EDWIN  BOOTH  AND  LINCOLN
•BNyWITH  A

A

UNPUBLISHED  LETTER
EDWIN  BOOTH

me   Centucy  Hngazlne,   April,   1®09
T the time of the assassination of Lin-

cold,  Edwin  Booth  was  in  Boston.

Th::ELr#::.Ea#,:rl:mhiLo:hpah,1ehft.enr#i:
servant  came  into  his  room  in  the  morn-
ing,  before  he  was  up,  and  told  him  his
brother  had  shot  the  President,  his  mind
aoceptcd  the  fact  at  once;  for  he  thought
to himself that his brother, was capable of--------------- _ ---------- `--, ``_  -_r_---_-

`ur.ffi¥     J±§dteiu:C* [at :::d jaun§: :cO:'£:Sf :Cat:°§nt.ru:LOO::

the  forchcad by a l`ammer."
As  is  well  known,  the  great  actor  was

nearly   crushed   by   ttiis   experience;   but
the  aflcction  of  his  friends  sustained  him,
and   after   nearly   a   year   he   was   com-
pcllcd  by  public  appeal  to  return  to  the
stage.

We  are  pcrmittcd  to  print  below,  with
Slight omissions,  a letter of Edwin Booth's,
written   immediately   upon   the   death   of
Lincoln,   to   General   Adam   Badcau,   his
close  friend,  who was one of  the witnesses
at  Edwin's   first  marriage.     Badeau  `vas
wounded  in  Ma}.,  1863,  and  in  July,  just
before  the  riot,  u.as  taken  to  New  York
and  carried  to  Bcotli's  house,  being  borne
to  Ilis   bed   b}'   the   brothers,   Edwin   and
Jchn   Wilkcs.      Early   in    ]865,   B;dcau
was  taken  to  New  York  after  an  att.ick
of   camp    fe`.er,   antl   John    Wilkes   ``..is
again   at   his   t}rother`s   I`ousc.  .   But,   .is   a
matter  of  i,ii`t.  Jol`n  `Vilkes  and   Edu.in
were  not  `.er.\.   intimate,  and   did   not  see
a  great  denl  of  eni`h  other.     It   ``'.is  u-all
undcrstootl  bet``.con  them.  am]  in  the  fam-
il}..   tlii`t   the}.   l`t'l{I   ``.itlel}.   `]iffereiit   `.ic``.s
coni..miilg      the      ``.:`r.          (See      "F`.tl\`.in
Booth."     p.1Ec     227.     i.`lite{l     h}.     I.:`I\`'im
Bo()th  Grosstlinii. I

E`l``.in   B().}tll``  rt.Lr:lrtl   I.{)r  tl`(.  St)lltllern

peof.le    \`.as    lllost    Silii.cTc.    b`It    lit.   ``.as   .1

strong  Unionist  and  was  a  great  admirer
of  Lincoln.    No  one  can  read  this  letter
without the dccpest sympathy with, and re-
newed admiration  for,  the great actor and
large-hearted  man,  who  rose  up  after  a
staggering  blow  to  continue  bravely  his
career as the leading tragedian of his time.
This  tragic  letter  seems  to  us  one  of  the
most important personal documents in our
history :

Iicttcr   Of   Edwin   Booth    .a    Col.    Adam    Badeau.
Written  in  Boston. Sunday,  April  i6  (i865),  mailed  in
New York,  April  [7  (t865).

Envelop   eddrc8scd:     ``Col.    A   Badcau   I.ieut   Genl
Grants Hdqr8 Washington D C "

trad   pencil   indomemcnt,    nco  in   Booth'8     widl)g,
" Cart Gen Ord Richmond Va "
`    The original lctteT is now  owned by William  H.  L4m-
bert,  Philedclphia.

Sunday  April   16th
MY  DEAR Iho

For  the  first  time  since  the  damnable
intelligence  stunned  me  .... * ....
am. I  able  to write and  has(en  to acquaint
}'ou  of  my e`xistence  as  it  has  been  so long
a  time  since  I  last  wrote  }'ou,  making  mc
afraid   [Sjf]   my  silence.`    You  know  Ad,
liow  I  have  labored  since  dear  Mary  was
called  from  mc  to  establish  a  name  tllat`m}.  child  and  ,ill  m}.  frie`nds  wd  bc  proud

of :   }.ou  kno``'  how   I   have  alu'a}.s  toiled
for  the comfort &  ``'elfare of m}'  famil}.-
tho`igh   in   `..iin`   ns   ``'ell   !.ou   know'   how
to`'.il   I   l`.i\.e  been   f ron  the  first  moment
of-  this   {],ininetl   rebellion,   antl   !-o`i   rliust
feel  {leepl}.  the  agon}.   I  bear  in  being  th`is
blns.e{l  in  .ill  Ill.`.  hi}pes   *   i::-   *   +   *   .   *   *

Ahs!    l`o``.    I.rightful    is   the   spect.1cle,
```hat  sh.ill   hci`()me  of  iii`e   *   *   a   *   *   *   *
*   I   *   *   I   *   *     Poor  `Iotl`cr!     I   L7o  to

\'c\`'   `.tirk   (ti  tl.i}.--    exTiei`tinLr  to   rii`d   l`er
eitlit.r  tl(.:lil  or  d}illLr.     I  '`.c  remainetl  ht.rc
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thus   long   ,1t   the   adi.ii`e   o{  ,friends   ``.ho
thougl`t  it  necess.ir.`J  that  I  sli{l  be set  right
before   the  public  of   Boston   to   ``.h'om   I
o``.c  so  much  of  .ill  that  is  dear  to  me-
t.ou  know  oLir  friends  `+'ho  lo`'ed  &  .1p-
preciated m}' } I .ir.`. so ``.elL and as man}' ``.ho
ha`'e  ever  been-e`.cn  in  this  most  a``.f`il
ho`ir  my firm  and staunch  i ricnds.    Abra-
ham   Lincoln   ``'as   m\.   Prcsideht   for   in
pure   admiration   of   I.tis   noble   t'areer   .`'
l`hristian   principles   I   did   ``.h.it   I   ne`...r
did   before-I  t.a/t't/  &  FOR  HIM!     I  \i..is
t``.o   da}.s   ago   oiie   of   the   happiest   men
alr`.e-Grant's   magnificent   ``.ork   .ici.om-
plished.  *   *   *  &  s``'cet  Peace t`irnilir  her
radiant   f.icc   ag.iin   `ipon   our   co`mtr.`.-
No\`'  ``.hat  am  I?  ` Oh!  how  little  tlid   I
dream   m}r  ho.\-,   \`'hcn  on   Frida}'   night   I
``..is  as  Sir  Etl``.artl   }Iortimt'r  c.`i`l.lining
"\Vhere   is   m`'-,honor   no``'?"      "^\Iii`m-

tains  of  sh.ime'.ire  piletl  `ii.on  me!"  tlmt  I
``.as   ilot   ai`ting   but   utterinLT   tlic   fc:irf`il
triith.     I  ha`'e  a  gre.it  (le.il  to  tell  }.ou  of
m}.self  &  the  be.iutif`il  pl.ins  I  lt.1tl  for  tl`e
f`]t`irc-all   bl.ist{.tl   nti``',   b`it   lii`ist   \`.:lit
until  iii}.  mind  is  iiit;rc  settlt.tl.     I  .im  li.ilf
cr.i/,}.    iio\`'-       `-ti`I    \`.ill    he    pleasctl    to
kno.``'    that   the   deepest   s.\.mp.ith};'   is   c`.-
prcssetl   for   nie   here-.ilitl   b.\'   Iitint.   iiiorc
siiii`crel.\.  than  de:ir  filtl  Gt.`..  Alitlre``..

God  bless  }.ou,
N 1,11 -

In    the    clltirminLr    `.ol`.mc    I)I.    r{```(ill`'i`-
tions   ,in{I   lcttcrs   tjf   her   f:itlit.r,   pultlisl`t.`I
b\.    I.:tl\\.in.1    I}t]otl`    Grt)ssman,    tlit.ri.    is   :i
lt:ttt'r  of   I.:tl\`.ili's  tif   Nt`i\'{.mhcr   I  I.    [8(i(),
in   ``.liit`h   li{.  i.liccrfLilL.\.   I.{`nmrks:   "  I   \.titt.tl

(i()I   I,ini`olii)   .t'   ()tlit'r   .I:i}.       tlit.   first   \.(it(`
I   t.`.t,r   l.:,S,:   :in,I    I   s"l`l`,,i(.   I    ;,in   ,,,, ``.   :I,,

/\'llt.ril.:in   |.i'i,-|.n   :111   ('\(.r,   :1+    I    ll:'\.t,   (.\.t.r

hp`.n    in    l`t':irt."        f\n`l`    \`.r-J[tii`Lr    ii`     I8t{r,

1`{.    rt`l.t.rs    tti    ll:l\inL'   :`ls(i    "\titt'il    I'.)r    I,:I`-

``,,I,1`S   rt.i.lt.l`ti"`,,. "

\Ir.   \\'illi:m!  `l!isph`.Im,   ``.ritillL'   ill   '1`111.:

(`l..`..I.rR`..   t.iir-`o`.t`Ii`ltt.r.     I8.I.i.   ti'lls   tl`t.

st('r\..     \\.Ili\.l\      I.`,'l\\.ill      I!„()tll     I'ill''(,l'-     '''1'1

i," -.,, f    ,,i`    `,t`,ing    ,h,.    ,it.`,    ,,f    ,,rt.+i,,,",,

I`l''\`,,I'1`S  (`1`1'`>'   `,,''   ,':trl\    ill   '1,,.   ``.;,I:   ..llt.

;,,,    s,:`rt,I ,,,.,, r     ,,,, i,:l,,I,l`,,i:,    ,.r,„u    `,.``.

`.,,rk.    :t,,,I    \`.,,i,,,`   ,,t`   ``.:,i   `t:t ,,,, i,,L'   ' ,,,,,, t.

1`,:,".,„"  ,,I  :,  `.;,r, ,`,i,,   i ,,,,,, I.   I ,,., "t`\ 1` :,,,i;,
I:tilr,,:,,I   s,:,,i ,,,,  :,,  .I(`r`t.)   |`i,\,   : ,,,, I   i"`,   :,i

I,,'   ,r:,i,,    ``;L`   :ill ,,,,,,,,,,,,, `,..    :,    ` ,,,,,, I-'   I:,,1`

i:,,i,,I:   I.r," ,,,,,, 1.  ,l.:,r   ,,J   :",,Jt,,l'r.   ,`t,I,I ,,,, t`,,'

and  ``.ould  lm`'c  i.illen  bet\`.con  tnt.itt.  had
I`ot  I;`l``.in  i`.1`iL-ht  him  b.`' the i`olhr  ttt.  tl`e
coat  ai`d  landed  hiiu  ii`  safet.`.  I..`.  his' sid..
The  bo.`.,  \`:Iiom  Ed``.in  h.id  i`i.\.t.r  scct`  be-
fore,, e`.it]entl}.  rec(iL.ni/.ed liii``, .ii`'d holding
o`it  his l`alid  said  to  hiiii,  |`l`at  ``.:`s  .1  nor-
Io\`'  esi`.ii.a,  Mr.  Booth,i .i|i`l  tli:`iikt.{I  him
``..irml.`..      T``.o   ``.ecks   latt'r    I.:Ll``.ill    rc-
cei`.e{l   a  I.t(er   I.ron  Gencr.il   Atl.im   Ba-

'tlca`i   ii`   ``.hii`h   the   latter   I``t.I`littlicil   tl`at

Robert  Lilicoln  h.itl  told  him  tl`,1t  it  ``.as
his  life  that  h.id  th`is  bd.i`  a:``.t.`I."

Asked   rei`entl.`.   il.  he  I('i.`)IIt.``tt'Ll   tlli.  ill-
t`itl..it.   LIT.   Rtihcrt  T.   I,.ili``tlln   rcTllit..I :

`..l`hc.  ai```{iilnt   is  essoitti;Ill\.   ``tirr```.t,   bu(

it   is   iitit   at`i.`IT.tit.   in   its   `It.I:(ils ..... L`I`c

ini.itlt.llt  {)i`{``lrrcLI  \l.hilt.  .1  LrT()`I|.  tit.   I.:`Sscl`-

Ht`rs   ``.crc   htt.   .it   lliHl`t   i``iri`l`:`sillL'   tl`cir
Slt..fti`ng-i`:ir     I.I:`i.{'s     I.r..Ii`     tlit.    ``.iii`l`Ii`tlLr,

``.liti  stiiii`l   iii`   tl`c  sl:iti`m   itli`tt.orm   :it   tlic

ellfr:Lnce   tif   tl`c   i..ir.      'l`ht.   I.I.itl-.iri`i   ``.as
:lho`lt  tlm  li{`iL:lit  of  tl`e L`.ir  «{)t)r,  ;ili`l  ll`i.rc
``':`s  of  i`ti`]rsc  .1  n:irrti``.  sii:t`.t'  Ilt.t\`.t`t`Ii   tllc

pl.itt.I)rm  ``.1i`tl    the   i.:IT   h)tl}..       'J`l`t.rt.   `v.1S
stil``tL    ``r"`.tlinLr`     :`ntl  `  I     ll.1|l|)i.Ilt.`l     t{l     I.C

iirt'sS{`{I    I.}'    it   :iLT:`inst    the   i`ar    lm`l}.    \`.liilc
``..1itinLr    1``}.    tllrll.      .111    tllis    Sit`I:ttit).I     the

tr{1in   ltt'Lr:in  t{)  I`lti`.t`,   :llltl   lt.`'  tl``.  in()lion   I

``'{ls   t``.istetl   I)ff   !1`}.   I.{'t.t,   :ii`il   l`;i`l   ilroii|it.il

s,,,t)l'``.I,;,I,   ``.itl,   I.`lL't   tl,,\`."``.:,r,I`    i,,,t,   ,I,t.
tiiit'n    sp:ii...    niitl    \`..is   |it.rsoi`:`lI}.    lit`li.lt.sS.

\`.h{.Il  ttl.\.  i`t).it  ctiltl:`r  ``.:`S  \.iLmrtni.`l`'  st.i7t'`l.

intl     I    ``.:is    ti`ii`.kl}.    |i`illc.{l    `1|`    :Mi`l    t``it    tti

.1   st```llrt`   f(I()tillLr   ()11   tht.   |ll:Itl.nrnl       `'|lull

t,,r-,,i,,L'    t,,     tl,:,,,k     ,,,).     rt,S` .,,,, r,     I     a:,``.     i,

\\.:'s      I.:(l\\.ill      li()('''l,      \\.Il''St.      I;1\.'.      \\.;IS     I)i

1 .,,, I,.`(,   \\.I,11   k'l,,\\.n   ',,   tl'( .... 111.I    I    (.\'„I.`*'.'1

\.    i:r:,,i ,,,, It.    I"    I,i,,,'    :,",1'    i,,    ,I"i,,L'    `,,,
`:'llt''l   lli',11,\.   Il:ln't.."

\\',.    :,rt.    : ,,,, I,"ri/,',I     ,,,, `,,r,,'``,     11'''    `':'''..
-,t ,.,,,.    r,.I.",,l\ .,,, :,,I,.   i,,    I"i ,,,.    t',;,,     I,:,'\`.i,,

1! ,,,,, I,  `` .,.,,,,,,  \\':,`l,i,,I:,",   ,"  ,i ,,,.,,, i,`   ,,,,.

I,",'`    ,,I-I,:`   I,r,,,I,,.I   .I,,I,,,    \\'ill,.`   ``l,I.,,    i,

\\M'  (l'.li\I.I.'.'l   '„  t''(.   I.;„l'il\.       I..''r   'l''.-\;'k,
.   l`,.i`;,,.\.   ,,i`   ,,`` .,,,. :,I .,.,,,. j,,L'   `"    ,:,,"i,i;,r

(.   ," ,,,, i` ..,..,, ``i"   `t.in   ,,i`   ,`r" ,,,,. `r   .,"-
>,.I,I,`       :I      I,I,``i,i:,,,`      ,,,,, I,;,,      `:,,I       ,.r,; ,,,,,.

..\I''(,r   111',   '':I.-,(.(1\.I,`'1\\  i''    lt„„'''    '''.\'.I.   \'.I
.",,'   i,,   \\,:,`l,il,*,,„,   ,.``.,`1` ,,,,,, I ,,., " ,,.,, `..

I.:''i'tl'    \\l''.n    1'(,    \\  :1\   \'1'1''''(1'''.'1,    :''''1    '(.\'i`-

I:'.,I    :1`    I,,    lli`   :'l,`"It',,,    I:'`,k    ,,I    l''"\\.I'.,lL!r

1'   ,I ,,.,. r,' ,,,,..       '1,.   ``.:,`   ,r,.; ,,,,, I   ``i,I,   tr.:''
.I,,",,.`,    : ,,,,,, ll.,:,i`n,.`,   ",,1\.   :,   ` ,,,,, I   ,i ,,,,..-

T„l.,  Fl,„.,,lt.


