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While John wilkes RBooth may not have had previous

knowledge of the plot.to burn Lew York it ies certain that his as-
sociate, Lewis Powell - or Payne, as he was called - was acquainted
with the diabolical scheme, for after his arrest in 2pril, 1865, he
confessea that he hac been selected to set fire to ons of the ho-
tels on that liovember night, but had refused on princéble to act,
his reason being that while he was willing to teke the life of =z
high official of the Govermment for the good of the cause, he would

not join in anything that would tend to the needless destruction of

property and the sacrifice of innocent 1lives.



