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The History of the Letter
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SHORTLY after the close of the war William

H. Herndon, Mr. Lincoln’s law partner in
Springfield, while visiting in Chicago, hap-
pened to meet Mr. Pinkerton at the home of a
mutual friend. Knowing that he had laid
bare the plot to destroy Lincoln at Baltimore on
the way to his inauguration, Herndon pressed
the detective for the story. Pinkerton related
it in detail, and later, in compliance with
Herndon’s request, promised to put it in writing.
This, however, as appears from numerous let-
ters to Herndon, he deferred from time to time
till the summer of 1866, when, to use his own
language, he “sat down and put the whole story
in record form, so that there might be no ques-
tion as to the material facts.”

In his letter transmitting the MS., Pinker-
ton_asked Mr. Herndon, and Leonard Stweit, the
only other person 1o whom 1t was to be shown,
1o treat as confidential all matter therein that re-
lated to the affairs of the Philadelphia, Wilming-
ton and Baltimore Railroad; and that the name
of the broker who occupied a room adjoining his
own in Baltimore be withheld, on the ground
that its publication at that time in comnection
with the exposure of the plot might tend to the
man's injury in business circles. A further
reservation was that all statements regarding
Ward H. Lamon were also to be treated as
confidential. As the necessity for withholding
names or facts has passed, there is therefore no
reason why the whole story should not mow be
given to the world. The MS., whick covers
thirty pages of legal-cap paper, has never been
out of Mr. Herndon's possession or mine since
t reached the former by express August 23,
1866. ;

Introduction by 1da M. Tarbell

Rlx:{x':l&}:‘r}:()N: In the long succession of sinis.ter
and the ire crowded the months between the election
Bane \\'hi‘“}?uguratlon of Abraham Lincoln, there was
his w‘,“_tc. more effectually §tartled the Nprth than
the night «)Jf()[‘:rgcy from Harrisburg to Washington on
rumars of v ¢bruary ?2, 1861. It gave substance to

o violence which had been rife for weeks. The

cautious deplored it as a sign of panic which they be-
lieved unjustified. The radicals hailed it as proof of
their own suspicions. Almost nothing, of course, was
known by the public of the reasons that had led to the
spectacular performance. .

Gradually, since the war, bits of information have
come out from the actors in the story unmtil it has
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been possible to piece it together with fair accuracy.
We know now what an accumulation of warnings
came from different and unrelated persons from the
time Dorothy Dix gave to Mr. Felton what was
probably the first and most conclusive proof of what
was hatching. The part of Allan Pinkegton has been
told in an incomplete fashion, but nothing at once so
authoritative, so informal and convincing, has been
published as the following letter of Mr. Pinkerton,
written only a few years after the event, with the
perfect freedom of one whosimply wants to get down
whatever he remembers, not for publication, but for
the information of a friend.

This letter is altogether the most important doc-
ument on the episode yet published, and probably
the most important in existence. Its history is told
in the introductory note by Jesse W. Weik of Green-
castle, Indiana, from whom it was secured. Mr.
Weik was William H. Herndon's collaborator in his
Life of Lincoln, and to him Mr. Herndon left his large

collection of materials for that Life.

IDA M. TARBELL.

Allan Pinkerton’s
Unpublished Letter

PinkerTON'S NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY
ALLAN PINKERTON, Principal
G. H. Banas, General Superintendent
.

PHILADELPHIA,
August 23, 1866.

Ww. H. Hernbpon, Esg.,
Springheld, Ill.

EAR SIR: Early in January, 1861,

I received from Mr. S. M. Felton,

at that time president of the
Philadelphia, {J’Vilmington and
Baltimore Railroad, an application re-
uesting me to ascertain through my
:]etective force if there was any at-
tempt on the part of the Secession-
ists of Maryland to seize the large steamer
of the company used in ferrying their
trains across the Susquehanna River
at Havre de Grace, as also to burn the
bridges of the company between Havre
de Grace and Baltimore. If I recollect
right, I commenced detective operations
for this purpose in January, 1861. You
will probably find this under the heading
of Reports of A. P., at the time set when,
accompanied by several of my operatives
(detectives), I left Chicago for Baltimore.
Upon arriving at Baltimore, I distributed
my operatives around the city for the
purpose of acquiring the conhdence of the
Secessionists. One of these detectives,
named Timothy Webster, accompanied
by a lady, was stationed by me at Perry-
mansville, a station about nine miles
south of Havre de Grace on the Phila-

delphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore
Railroad, where a rebel company of
cavalry was being organized. Webster,

as well as the lady who accompanied him,
succeeded admirably in cultvating the
acquaintance of the Secessionists in that
region. Webster’s reports were more or
less interesting, showing the manner in
which the first military organization of
Maryland Secessionists was formed, and

the promises re-
peatedly made by
Governor Hicks
of arms being
furnished to them,
and, if my memory
serves me right, of
arms actually fur-
nished; their drill-
ing at Belair, ete.
Webster was after-
wards executed by
order of Jefferson
Davis at Rich-
mond, Virginia, in
the spring of 1862,
as a Union spy,
and was the first
who paid the pen-
alty of his life for
that fascinating
but hazardous ser-
vice.

[located my own
headquarters at
Baltimore, under
the name of John
H. Hutchinson, as
a stock-broker, renting offices for that
purpose. Here 1 formed the acquaint-
ance of William F. Luckett, also a
stock-broker, having offices on the same
floor with my own. The reports of
my operatives A. T. C., C. D.,, C. W,,
and M. S. clearly indicated to me the
state of feeling in Maryland at that
time, and how embittered and poisoned
it was, showing that the Secessionists
were prepared to do anything which
they deemed necessary in order to break
up the Union. The first intimation of
a design to molest or do violence to the
President-elect came to my notice some-
what accidentally, but one circumstance
after another corroborating my frst
impression came gradually to light. It
was not, however, until about the time
Mr. Lincoln was due to leave Springheld

to be inaugurated that the plot cul
minated in decisive informanion that he
was to be assassinated upon his am

and passage through Balomore
that time the Baltimore Imliu- welt
entirely in the hands of the Secession
element, their chief being George I
Kane, a rabid rebel, who was subs
quently a long time imprisoned at o
McHenry, and, after being released there
from made his escape into the lines of the
Confederacy, and became a brigadier-
general in the rebel army. e s ama
with some fine feelings, but thorot
Secession in his sympathies, and, to tha
extent, unscrupulous.

whl

R. LINCOLN’'S pul)“»lml progrd

was for him to leave Harrisburg v
1 » . y t
the North Central Railroad, going dire
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' Baltimore, and landing at the Calvert
'reet station, at which point he and his
ie were to  take carriages to the
Lurtaw House, and thence to the Camden
!reet station, where he would take the
Lltimore and Ohio train for Washington.
he distance between these stations is
httle over a mile. No provision what-
¢t for his reception had been made by
W public committee in Baltimore. The
* Union men there were entirely over-
vd l)v the .\(-n'ssinnists, and d;l-rc(] not
“ke any demonstration. It should be
e v mind that James Buchanan was
I hlling the Presidential chair, and
¢ whole Nation was practically without
tection; while rebels were arming in
ny l|lr('\‘l!l)ll. It was but a few weeks
¢t Mr. Lincoln passed through Balu-
"¢ that the Sixth Massachusetts Volun-

h the P. . &

¢ Wy arou 'lh}

the city, apparently as if «ve svere lo v f eone’

teers were mobbed in that city, although
they were an armed and organized troop.

N ORDER to show how easy it was

to assassinate Mr. Lincoln, attention
should be called to the condition of the
country, especially of Balumore and
Maryland, at that time.  An indication
of the feeling among these people may be
obtained from the incident of the young
man referred to in one of the reports of
my operative, A. T. C.,and who was to be
one of the i ins, as frequently using
the words of Brurus: “It s not that |
love Casar less, but Rome more,” when
his conscience roused him to a contem-
plation of the awful crime he was about
to commit. He seemed to regard that
sentiment as the proper expression of a
justihcation of his course.

Everything was in readiness about the
tme Mr. Lincoln was to start from
Springheld. The plan was skilfully lad,
and would have been effective had 1t
not been discovered in time to prevent
its execution. Chief of Police Kane had
intmated that he had no special police
to spare for the occasion and could not
detail many of the regular force, burt
would send what he could of them. One
of the leading spirits in the plot was a
barber, whose name I do not recall, but
it can be found in the report of my
operatives at that ume. His place of
business was under Barnum's Hortel, the
headquarters of the Secessionists from
all parts of the country. There every
night, as I mingled among them in the

and corndors of the hotel, I could
hear the most damnable and outrageous
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sentiments uttered.  No man's hife was
safe i the hands of these men.  The whole
municipal pewer of Baltimore as well as
all the courts were under their control.
These bulhes alwavs armed, and
would not the
provocation to \Inml ||n\\ll H | nion man.,

wWer

hesitate on \||u||||‘\l

lg \LLOTS were prepared at a secret
meeting in which those who drew 2
certain kind of card
themselves bound to assassinatre the presi-
dent-clect.  Fach one believed that only
one  of these marked cards was drawn,
although 1 behieved  that
there were at least six or eight who thus
bound themselves to strike the fatal blow,
no one of the number knowing that am
“Ir
time when this was to be done was just
as Mr. Lincoln would be passing through
the narrow vestibule of the depot ar Cal-
vert Stl\'(‘l station to enter his carriage.
A row or heht was to be started by some
persons outside the buldimg, to quell
which the few policemen i the depot
would rush out, thus leaving Mr. Lincoln
entirely unprotected and at the merey of
o lllnl) (lf Sn CSS10NISTS, \\hn were I]ll nto
surround him. A small steamer had
been chartered, and was lying, in one
of the bays or streams running into
the Chesapeake, to which the assassins
were to flee, and 1t was immediately
to’put off for Virginia.
Taken as a whole, it
was a capital plan, and
much better conceived
than the one which
hnally succeeded, four
years later, in destroy-
ing Mr. Lincoln's life.

were to uvll\l\l(l

.||\\.I\ S

have

one, save himself, was so chosen.

AVING tested my

mformation and
found it reliable, 1 de-
cided to communicate
the same to Mr. Fel-
ton, President of .the
P. W. & B. Railroad,
who was and 1s now a
thoroughly reliable
['nion man, and one
who has proved him-
self true during the
worst hours of our
N;l[i('l]’s (rl)“l)l('.\" l"
reporting the matter
to Mr. Felton, I said
that while the informa-
tion was his, or that of
the railroad company,
l \1’“](] Se¢ no o reason
why it might not be
imparted to Mr. Lin-
coln or his friends,
so as to avoid the peril
that threatened his
passage through Balti-
more according to the
schedule then arranged
and published in the
newspapers  through-
out the countrv. A
man named Wood was
at that time acting as
agent or manager for
Mr. Lincoln and his
sutte until their arrival
in Washmgron. At a
subsequent rime |
asked Mr. Lincoln who

this man was.  He answered that he did
not know him, but he had been sent by
friends to hll that and
Ill Imll .I”H\\l nl |l|l|l lnnln SO

of the

SO position,

Jdn e I\Il‘ll\'l

the  man upon whose  shoulders  the
Nation's destiny then rested.
Mr. Felton wrthout  any hesitation

.|\\\nl('|| o my ]v[u|n>\.|]_ .lll«l (lllt\lul
me to [‘llnl'n] to \(\\ \‘HIL_ L'\\]\' Oover-
take the Presidental party, and apprize
Mr. Lincoln of whar T had discovered

\ccordingly, on the day of Mr. Lincoln’s

arrival i New York, Fearnng to leave
Baltimore myself i case of anvthing
vital occurring which might need my

mmediate attention, [ osent one of my
lady operatives, Mrs. Warne, who for
many vears had been o charge of my
female detecnve foree, and upon whose
judgment discrenion 1 ocould rely,
with o letter to my friend the Hon
Norman B. Judd, of Chicago, who was

and

then accompanyig Mr. Lincoln, and
was with him m New York.  Knowmg
the dithculty Mrs: Warne would  have

in sccuring an interview with Mr. Judd,
I gave her a letter to my friend Mi

now General —E. S, Sanford, of New
York, vice-president  of  the  Adams
Ixpress Company, and also president
of the American Telegraph Company,
requesting him to arrange for her an inter-
view with Mr. Judd. This was accordingly
done, and Mr. Judd, having read my
letter and obtained from Mrs. Warne
what additional information he could,
came to the conclusion that he would not
apprize Mr. Lincoln of the developments
until after the arrival of the party in
Philadelphia. 1 then notihed by
telegraph from New York by Messrs.
Sanford and Judd, and also by Mrs.

was

it

conhding and mnocent nature of

Warne, to sayv nothing 1o anyon, il
T

.Illl\.ll nl. llll‘ l'l’('\l(h'll!l‘ll party | AT
so, and through the agency of Nt (.,
I Burns mer Mo Judd ar the s¢ 1,
Hotel on Chestnut Streer, \y Felton
the president of the POWOS B Rl
accompanying I'he »
\Iii\\lI!(l \\IIII |‘(H|'|l. .Ilhl l'lt e Was g
or less excitement he Toval ma
waiting  to congratulate  and
their Chief Magistrate
to Mr. Judd the particulars of th
the onlv other present by
Mr. Felton, N Judd was ar once doy
impressed with the danger that \um..il
surround Nlr. Lincoln, but he said he
much feared he would be unable tond,,
that
which was what T urged, mny
that of Ny
him leave Philadelphia chat mght by
midmght express for Washingron,
passing  through  Baltimore
hours before the time when he waould 1,
l\l‘(\l('tl. \Il Jlltl(' ‘lll\\\lll(l that \\iw
Lincoln’s contidence in the people w,
unbounded; that he did not fear un
violent outbreak, and that he hoped, |
his pacihe poliey and conciliatory me, ..
ures, to bring the Secesstomsts back
their old allegiance. There was no doul
in Mr. Judd’s mind of the correctness of
his information, and his manner and -
pression convineed us that his deductior
were rehiable and accurate. After furth
discussion, he desired that I should -
company him to the Continental Hor
for an mterview with NMr. Lincoln him-
self, to which I consented.

\&,’||I'.\ we reached the Continentd!
Hotel a dense crowd of people had
hlled every availableinchof space inCher-
nut Street, struggling for admission to the
hotel where Mr. Lincoln was holdme
reception, and it was with the utmos
dithculty that we were able to gam
entrance into the bulding. Tt w
almost, if not quite, eleven o'clock
the evening before Mr. Lincoln was bl
to disengage himself from the crov
and jomn Mr. Judd and me in the former’
room. Though plainly exhausted fron
the fatigue of travel and receptions, |
me in his usual kindh nd
oracious way. | unfolded as rapidh
I could the various bits of miormato
I had gathered, all tending, as [ contendd,
to prove the existence of the alleged I-I-‘»v
He asked numerous questions, espectdl
as to the sources of my information, amn
appeared to be deeply interested m the
developments.  Finally  he turned
Judd and, addressing us both, mquin
what course we thought he ought
pursue. 1 urged upon him that as
Washington train would  not I
Philadelphia for an hour he had ampl
time to take i(. and thus would b
enabled to pass through Baltimore hels
the conspirators would be lookme 1
him. I'his he Armly and positnve
refused to do, saving he had an engs
ment for the next morning to raise
flag on Independence Hall, and l'lJ“
had also promised the anizens of I'em
them at themr capt!
h.lll

ro meet Mr. Judd in Philadelphig o o).,

me Street

wWeloop

‘ COMMNG 1

person

centleman  to change  his

dea,

|‘(|lulll\ .||\<'. |N|HQ to by

:Il‘('l('tl

svivania to meet
i Harnsburg; thar he
engaged this to Governor Curtin,
was determined to carry out
aram even if in so doing he knew heweul

lu»\lll t

thar pr-
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his own life.  However, after the

« e m Harnsburg on the following
Che was willing, he said, to make any
nable change m s program Nlr.

nd 1T thought  best. e then

nted to the following:  After raising
flue on Independence Hall the next
e ar sixe he would breakfast at
hotel, leave by special train for Harris-

i cieht o'clock, meet the Governor

I the Legislature, and, after his recep-
n there, the for
Taladelphia by spectal traim, in time to
anect with the mudmight Washingron
placing himself entirely in our

leave n evening

amds Throughout the entire nterview
cemed to be perfectly cool and col-
ced. o Later, durning the vears of the

i, | became unusually well acquainted
wh lim. Whenever he visited the Army
Potomac, I mvarably met him;
1 fact, my tent was more of a place of
ort for him than even that of General
\eClellan's, and T never saw him calmer
nd less disturbed than he was that night
t the Continental Hotel.  In fact, he
d not appear to realize the grave danger
which threatened him, nsisting that f
nee he reached Washington there was
no further risk; that Mr. Buchanan would
won vacate, and he felt that he could
ith perfect safety rely upon General
ort until thar time for protection.
[ ndoubtedly this interview, culminat-

Fothe

in his expressed  determination to
out the program both at Phila-
and  Harnsburg, even at the
vpense of his hife, made a deep impression
\Ir. Lincoln; for it will be remembered

it the next morning, when he ran the
mon Hag up the staff over Indepen-
ence Hally inca burst of patnotic fervor,
cxcliimed: **Now, my friends, can
country be saved upon this basis?

Fhe promise of cqual nghts in the
oclaration of lll\lklu ndence I can,
will consider myself one of the happirest
enom the world 1f T can help to save it.

i
.‘|'|||.|

[t 11 cannot In \.l\(’tl upon lIl.i' |vllllt'l|\|4 ’
will be truly awful. Buoif this country
mnot be saved without giving up that
nnciple, | sav, | would
ither be assassmated on this spor than

urrender e

was .II\HII' 1o

I,‘l\[)l\i; A\ Lincoln resolute, 1 rold

him T thought T could make the neces-
varrangements for his \_|l'l-||‘|\\,|-_;| from
“VH I'llli' on Ilu cvening
ough Philadelphia and Baltimore to

l’: l”n\\ mg

Lishineton, beme well acquamted with

otheers of the roads over which 1t

I bhe necessary for him 1o travel
e leaving hime and promising to
trm  to set \ll. lllnl«l. 1t Was now

o, started onr to hnd my
nd Colonel Thomas A
ent of the Pennsvlvama Ralroad.
Arranging tor
pectal tram to brime My Lincoln from
tshurg to Phalade Ipha. Learnmg that
mel Seart wWas out of then
Phad 10 M. G, C. Franciscus. supet
ndent of the Plhaladelphia division of
toad The iy bemg all excitement,
i some tindig  \h
s andy e facr, did not suceeed
"Ml!'lll' ||.<|<||L

Scott, vice-

o ItwW o

\\Hll ll\'l\

town, |

dithendey
)
Knowme him o
e and Toval mang 1 had no hesita
n "”m:' him what | desired N
el mswered l').tl ln would maks

teqpmred arrangements for the spevial

s

train for NMr. Lincoln, adding, however,
that there were some difhculties in the
wav, because there were so many special
trams due to leave Harnsburg for Phila-
(|(||\|vi.| ||l.l| same l\(l\iHL'; |Hll l|l.|t l)('
would arrange that Mr. Lincoln’s should
|N tln‘ I.l\l to |: ave, .md \\nlllll ~I(|(4:.l\'l~
lh( (il'lll\ \\'ll\ll }I.lll “l(lllllll |||\. SO
that none of them should reach Philadel-
phia vl after he had left for Baltimor
I'his bemng sansfactonly adyusted, T then
hunted up Mr. E. S0 Sanford, president
of \mencan  Telegraph Company,
and arranged with him to detail the proper
parties, when Mo Lincoln should have
left Harnshbure i the evenme. to cut the
telegraph-wires leading out of that place
i cvery direction, except the wires of the

the

ratlroad company, which were necessan
to the movement of the trams

further provided that none but
operators were to be at the wires, and that

l' WS
trusty

no despateh should be sent over the hnes
save such as related o the runnime of the
trams.

I)'\",\”'ll\ dF 0 SIN "l\ln\L the next

morming M Lincoln made s speech
wn Indepondence Hall and ransed the fHag
\n hour Later e Judd, and
notthed him of the arrangements T had
made durmge the mehe
\h

Harnshorg,

met

|I Was the Naastey \l
hould,

A\ ”lllll‘l\\

herween us that I immcoln

iist hetore leavine

ed rapidly

hrougn the depol

to his room at the hotel under pretense
of indisposition, and then shp awa
without the knowledge of anv of s
party save Mr. Judd. Mr. Lincoln had
mnsisted that none should be acquamted

with his  secret  departure bur \lrs
Lincoln Ihis he said could not be
,|\||||ln|, as, nll](l\\l\\’. \In‘ \\-llll\l ‘\\
very much excrted over h|\.||\\l nce. “l.ul

just learned that morming that General
Scott and Senator Seward had also dis-
\u\tlui d |‘|nt o assassmate \‘l I.Ilh'nll\
as he passed through Balumore, and had
emploved certam New York pohce otheers
to ferret out the same: that the latrer had
h'lllhl SOMc (\hllll\‘t Hf \ll\’l\ d ]‘l-ll. I\IIY
not outhned as ours, and ver
of suthaient werght to impress upon Gen
eral Scotr and Senator Seward the danger
to Mr. Lincoln af he persisted i carrving
out s published program. Accordingly,
\ll <|\\.|l\| \l\lcg.nul hl\ son Il!\]!ll\‘L
to nonfyv \y
urge

SO ‘lq.lll\

Lincoln of the conspiracy .

and to him o change s
the "h \n]\l\' clect

\l ton

adding thar he

route,
to which
thanking
tion,
bur

T ;‘IH d.

Seward the sugees

and micht do so,
I\‘l N IN "\ o

W\ ashimernon

not gimnvane hm oanm

\\‘1! n ||l \\“||I\l ATVt m
it he deaded 1o change s program
\ccordimme  to the published

\ Lincoln lehr

mornme of the 224 reachme Harmsboae

schedulc,

the

Phnladelpha i

m ||ll\ LELARTY
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D(j{l\(i the day I arranged with Mr.

Felton the program for the passage

through Baltimore and on to W ashington.

I'his was that Captain Burns, Mr. San-
ford’s conhdential agent, Mr. H S

I'hayer, and Andrew Winn should, at
the proper time, cut the necessary tele-
graph-wires, the same not to be reunited
till Mr. Lincoln had reached Washington;
that in the evening, shortly before the

departure of the regular train from
|'hl|;ld('||\|ll;l to \\.nhlnarun. l was to

send Mrs. Warne, accompanied by Mr.
George Dunn of Newark, N. |, to engage
two sections —the rear ones, if possible
of the through sleeping-car to Washington
for a sick friend, while I myself, in com-
pany with H. H. Kenney, Esq., now
general supernintendent  of the Phila-
delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Rail-
road, was to meet Mr. Lincoln with a
carriage at the West Philadelphia depot
of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and convey
him from there to the depot of the former
road, so that none of the employees of
that road, with the exception of Messrs.
Felton, William Stearns, the general
superintendent, and Kenney, should know
aught of the important traveler whe was
to -pass over thar line.  Mr. Felton
arranged for the detention of the train
a short time by instructing the conductor
that the train should not leave the depot
until he received a package from him,
JFelton, addressed to “E. J. Allen™ (the
name under which [ went in the ] .mnn.xl
C .lplt al) at Willard’s Hotel, Washington,
which packaze he should hand to the
conductor of the Baltsmore and Ohio train
for delivery in Washington.  Of course
the p.uL.l"t contained nothing but a lot
of unimportant papers.

\ R. LINCOLN received me very
kindly,and appeared to beas cool and
free from excitement as I ever saw him.
He wore an overcoat thrown loosely
about his shoulders, without inserting
his arms in the sleeves, and a black Kos-
suth hat, which, he told me, some ardent
supporter had presented to him durin-
the campaign.  He rook
a seat with Mr. Lamon
and myself, Mr. Kenney,
the superintendent of the
P.W. & B. Railroad, shar-
ing the with rlu
driver overhead.  As 1
wias too ('.nr‘}' for us to
approach the P. W. &
B. depor, Mr. Kenney
Ild(l [h(’ (lri\‘l‘l' t;lk(’
around the city unnl it
just about time rto
the dr]n»l fve
minutes after the tram
was due toleave. We left
the carnage at a dark
spot a short distance
from the depot; and, Mr.
Lamon keeping a hieele in
the rear of Mr. Lincoln
and mvself, the latter
leaning upon my arm,
and stooping somewhat
so as to diminish his
height as much as possi-
ble, we passed rapidly
through the deport, en-
tered the sleeping-car,
and within two minutes
—Mr. Kenney, mean-

sceat

us

Wwas
reach

“All the ni
us //:/\r\ and stories
no one heard him but Lamon and me

while, having delivered the package of
valuable papers to the conductor, John
Litzenburg=—the train was in motion,
and we were speeding along towards Bal-
timore.  None of the party slept any.
\t Havre de Grace, on mv return inside

the car, after having been out to see if
my signals were all righe, Mr. Lincoln re-
marked:  “They say we are at Havre

de Grace, and are moving along well. |
understand we are on time.”

Although Mr. Lincoln did not sleep,
he was by no means restless. [ could
not then nor have | since been able to
understand  how any under hke
circumstances, could have manifested
such  complete mental composure and
cheerful spirits as he exhibited during
the entire journey.  On arriving at the
Baltimore and Ohio depot in Baltimore,

had wait of about half an hour.
Here I again left the car, but remained
outside only long enough to satisfy my-
self that everything was all night. It
was now '.ll)()”t "()”r ().\"I()l‘k. \\‘h('n l
returned, everybody in the car seemed
to be asleep but our party. Presently
the train rolled out of the depot, and
we were at last bound for Washington.
\ll the night through Mr. Lincoln, be-
ine unable to sleep, had been telling us
jokes and stories, of which he seeme:l
to have an endless store, in a voice so
low noone heard him but Lamon and me.

one,

S THE train neared the Capital City

(it was then daylight, and we were
making the necessary preparations for
our orderly appearance on our arrival
at the Washington depot), Mr. Lincoln
yawned, and, turning toward Lamon
and me, said with a smile, “Well, boys,
thank God this prayer-meeting’s over.”
Then he told a story to emphasize the
fact that he was now at the end of his
perilous journey and no longer needed
our aid or companionship. A steamboat,
on one occasion, ran into a sand-bar in
the river with such force, and became so
deeply embedded in the obstruction, it
was found impossible, with the methods

‘oht through Mr. Lincoln, being unable to sleep, had been telling
but in a voice 50 loww and subdued

and apphances then in vogue,

o move
her.

I'he only other remedy left w,. o
wait—and no one could tell how |,
that would be —tll the high wyy,,.
should come and float her away. \¢, .
while there happened to be a revivy|
the church in a villyg, |,
shore, opposite the point where th, hel;

Yielding to the enrreyy,
of the church people, the captain on,
day consented that a praver-meeny,
might be held in the cabin or Large roon
of the boat. The meeting had nor pr

gressed very far unal the vessel, vield,
to the movements of the crowd |
the additional weight at one end, bhey

to lurch shghtly, and presently shd 4
the oftending sand-bar. In an inv,
she floated away mto the deep war
At that particular moment an old broth.
with eyes closed, was on his knees send
ing up a long and fervent petition 1o 1),

progress at

less \(\‘\'&l I;l\'

Almighty. The caprain’s joy knew p
bounds. Without waiting for the ol

brother to finish his prayer, the forme
mounted a chair, and cried out at the 1o
of his voice, “Get off this boat,
d——d one of you; this praver-meeting

ended.”
Al THE depot, awaiting us as the tran
rolled in, were Mr. Washburn,
Illinois, and Senator Seward.  We then
proceeded at once to Willard's- Hotel,
where Mr. Lincoln registered his ow
name and that of Mr. Lamon and
self, and was assigned rooms, though ni:
those he expected he would have, as
had arrived somewhat in advance of th
appointed time. During the morning,
after the news of his arrival had spreud.
there was more or less excited talk. F
men were willing to believe he had actuall
reached the city, and many were the il
and bitter imprecations I heard heapel
upon his head while mingling with th
crowds in the hotels and public places of
that rebellious city. Its people, as a rul
appeared scarcely more favorable to th
Union than in Baltimore. Mrs. Lincoln
accompanied by Mr. Judd and the res

C\er

of the party, fol-
lowed 1n due time
Before they left Hur-

risburg, the news h
been telegraphed allov
the country of the
arrival of the Presida
elect in Washington. |
passing through Bul
more, they met withan
thing but a cordial rece|
tion. At Mr. Lincoln
suggestion, | returned 1
Baltmore  that atra
noon for the purpose
learning whether the
who sought his lifemtl
city  might not amen
their plot so as to .
tempt to destroy him
the day of his maugur
tion; and I accordin:
rem.nncd there ull after
thelattereventhad tahct
place.

[ havethusende avored
to give you a brief his
tory of this matter s !
comes tomy recollectio

Yours truly,

ArLpAN PINKERTON




