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COLNIAN  CONTROVER
challenge of the a,uthenticity Of t,he a

1n  letters  being  published  in  the  Atlthtlc
ly  has  been  made  by  no  less  an  authority 'th®n
ngton  Ford,  who  probably  stands  as  high  in` historical   scholarship   as ,any   living   American.     Mr.

Sedgwick,  the  editor  Of  the  magazine,  replies  that  ha
'  t.hdr`oughly  appreciates  the  responsl.bility  of sponsorthg

She8e  letters  a,nd  that. he  made  what  he  considered  a
eattsfactory investigation.    The  letters  were  6ubinittod

-   to Ida, T&rbell, Carl Sandburg, in. Barton and Oharler
\Moore, the last for years Keeper oi Manuscripts &t th.
Library Of Congress, and these were convinced that the
letters  are  genuine.

th:h#}:tger£¥:°sfedT#k°rfi:h#tosreth]:t:::ttr6°:e]:ythi
i`i' 'hlstory  of  the  documents  and  is  convinced  from  the
` ` ,story Of their descent to the magazine that they must

~`tbe-`genuine. '   Mr.  Ford,  comparing  the  writing  with
'` cther` unquestioned  letters  of' Iiincoln  written  &t  the

rfane ^ time, `makesh the  point _ that--the  edtlng,  wh#eL`
in|#dt!::'pgr?essfnr:[g:¥ddirgirin£/usoftiiemanywa,y8

th which old pope.rurbe prcoured:   Faded ink?   He
`tohaln8  the  process  through  which  we  may  ta,ke  &\
document  whtten  a  month  ago  and  secure`.the  exact
degree Of ladlng desired.   And why, he asks. is lt thde a
l]ilqupsoqdc `e¥aninatign shorvyB these letters never weer
folded,  when at+ -the time  th_ey  were  presuined to. haw,

have been riaued  othei-
trds   aer,I+-*    '.._-'___            -\`*ise?     I)elivered   person.lty?     He   dismiBsea

`\

not  plau§lbl..                                            _,__  ,^++a.

qu whtten they could

L||Ou9JV,,,
th an interesting controversy.   The lett,erg  are rfu
mt.   If genuine, invalu8ible.   rm. sedgwlck odndti
ray t)e mistaken,  but  he  is  convinced    The taat,
§o  reputable  an  editor  as  Mr.  Sedgwlok  and  so__         ..         _       ,1_`   n^,1

Portent.    If  genuine, mvuuupit:.    +xu.  ww.o`,.,_ ____.  _
he  may t)e mistaken,  but  he  is  convinced    The taat,__      -_I_._I -,-,- A   t^

scholar  a,nd authorrty  as Mr: Ftord
appreciate  their  responslbuity

a in historical
or6ughly

tr.ov-ersy au the more interesting


