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Missive Given to Star by  Minnesotan,  Copied From

[\`

Confidential Files Of U.S.,` Shows Kidnaping, Not
Assassi`nation, of Lincoln Was Plan.

suppressed  fo:°P6#£§-hot;r]s988'yb±hteb°g¥|grfup°eList,D&t'|€€tt%:. written ' by  John•`Ivilkes  Booth  on  the  eve  of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  given

1£
ibli,cation `here today almost on the anniversary of the  great. polil,ical tragedy,
hich  falls  on \Tuesday.                                                                           G

It` was  revealed for the  first time  by  Col.  C.  E.  Hinton,  veteran-rdinnesota
`,,hewspaper  man,  who  ieceived  a  copy  of  it  from  the  secl`et  service  man  who

E:fii£:]j*£f[:°Fdri?tekcn°:;{}deedngt:a[ofretch°erdesx±:€e:::g:Vteh:Teet::.„¥:ayYaasnhan#°£:
`Selieved  to  have,`been  destroyed.
i     .  Iifeath of  his  old  co.mi`ade a  few\weeks  ago  had  unsealed the  lips of  Co]onel|

[{nton.              `8               Here|sthecopyof  t,he.Letter                                            L

_,HeI.e is the letter,  a.opied verbatim  even to mlno'r mistakes and incoherendy
ue  to  t,he  agitat`ion  o'f .the  arch  assassin:

Mcun  WhoL  Gave
Mi$8ivd to  Star.i

Other  Coxpied  lB

`   =r-  ~tfrotiasulls  JS'Purl

ln  a  foreign  ``'ar,   I,.

Right  or  wrong.  God  judge  me.
not  man!\   For be  my  motive  good I
or  bad,   of  one  thing  I. am  sui.e, :
the   lastiflg   condemnation   of `the
•No_rth.  `   J

I   love   peace   more.than  ,life-
have  .loved   the  Uniori  beyond  ex- I
pression.     For  four.  yea,rs  have  I
waited,  hoped  and  prayf}d  for  tl}e
dark  cloud  to  break,  and  for  the,

ie:t;raai{tio|:no:eoru:'::igebres:n:Fiinn|3.,,
all   hope   for  peace   is   dead!     My
pray'ers ha+e  pi`oved as  idle as  my
hopes.     God's   will  be  done.    I   g`oi
to  share  the ,bitter,  the  bitter  end.

I  have  ever  held  the  South  was
right.      The   very   nomi,nation   o£
Abraham`  Lincoln.  four  years  ago
spoke-     plainly     war~war     upon
Soutnern   rig`hts   aiid  .institutions.
His   election  proy-ed  it.

Await   an   overt   act?     Ycs,~till
you    are'   bound    and    plqundered?
What  folly!    The'  South  wds  wise.

-Who   thinks   of ,arguments  of Ipa-
{ience  when   the  fifigers'\,'of  an  eri-

~?my  press  tlle`tr{88el`?rJ   '        -,,de~`+~

say,    "Country,   right  \pr   wrong,"
but   in   a   struggle   such   as   'orirs,.
where  the  brother  triest  to  pl`erce
the  brother:is `neart,`  for\ God's <sake
c.hoo§e  tlie  right.

When a co\unLry  like this  spurng
justice  Iron  h.er  side,  she  forfeits
allegiance to -every  honest freemd`'pr
and should leave him untramme]e'd
by any fealty  forever to act as  hi£
conscienc.e   may-  approve  and   jus-
t,ice  t.a  the  neoDle  of  theLrvQrth._=.

C.i,E.  Hintor!  (above)  is  the  ma][
who  revchlcd -today   through  The

E#\¥Se?tre:hwathiJcahfivEs[kugpr¥s°#

::L..tot:£T:v;:EE:#w±isi:fr|a::

ig¥g:£mp£:oef:!!gvfefr*uehr°trgkaevnefE|i-

was `tne -tedehlng_-of  Our  fore
to Jgtqua  at+ ¥rong`

ei.6.    The  study  af  our  early  his
I.ory   will   not   let   us   forget,   qn{
]'nay  it  never.    This  country  wal
formed for the white men, ti
tbe  black,  I.and  looking )'upoir
a:an  slavery  fi.om  the  same`,`
point` held b}r the noble fran
oui`  C6nglitution,  I,  foi-  one,
ever: considered it one of the

i&est  bless
and  us,

gs,  both  for  them
od  Over  bestowed

fav6red  nation.
Witness   heretofore   our,  w

and  power;  witness  their  de
and  ` enlightenment `  above,
race.    elsewhere.      I.   have
among  it the  most  of  my  lif
have   seen   less   harsh   trea
fr6m  mister   to   servant   th
have   bche}d   at  the   North
fa,thel`  to  son.

Yet, heaven knows no one wouli
be  wllllng  to  do  more  f6r the  co
ored  race  than  I,  could  I  but se
a  still  better  way .to  better  tbct
condition.    But  Mr.  Llncoln's  po
lay is only preparing. the  way  fo
their. total annihilation.

ryha  Becom'es Virtue.
The  South  is  not  now,  nor

it  ever  been  flgthting  for  the
titiuatlon    or   slavery.    The
hattld  (Bull \Run)   did   away
t,bat  idea.    Its  causes  since
have,-been   as   noble   and,) great
far   than   those   that   urged   ou
fathers  on.    Even  should We  allov`f~`

:¥e¥hewecroenFc::.n€r:te[tseabnedgtFnnj{una#
tic©  have  made  the  wrong  bee
the  right  and  they sta,nd  now
fore the wonder and admiration
t,he world as a noble band of pat
\otlc  heroes.    Hereaftei.  reading
theirt  deeds,   Tkermdpyla'g~ will.-
for®aptten.

\.To¥nh%nro[wna:d#h;nwtfeacamp:urdre;:£
on  our  Western  bordei`,  and  tins
falriy  tried  and  convicted  of  trea.
son before an impartial jury, I was
proud   of   my   little  she,re   in-  the

£n:¥my:etyri:uteraa:i:ethte¥::::R=t§:u±]tfgnn::ff
Vice   to   become   a   virtue  \Sim+pl
b®causo  more  indulged  in.

qExterminatlon or S|a,very'
I  thought  then  -as  nowi  the  abt

]itionlsts  were  the  iinly traitors  in
tn. land and that the whole party
deserved fate as poor John Brown;
not  because-  they  wished  toi  ab'ol-
tryh ehvery,  but  on acc'otint of th
m®aGa   theyL   have   endeavorod`  t®
effect   that   abolition.     If   Brow
Vere 'Ilving   I   doubt   whethei`,. i
h!rmctt `would  set  s]a+ery  agalri
the  Uniap.    Mngt  or'many  in _the
Nortfa   do   and   operiiy   ctirse   the
Unich  if  the   South  is  to\  retuxp
and  betain  a single  right  guarah!
t6od  to  them  t}¥  every.  tie  wP{ch
waft  once  revere`d  ale  sacred.

"o  South  can  have  no  choice.`It  1I €xtermiaation  or  slgvery, ifor
tbems®lves-w,orce  than  death.  to
draw  from:  I  know tiny  choLce.

I  har`ro  ^studied  }iatii {o  diheov®,r,
+ upe8  what  grounds  the  tl
a__BLg_t`9`!6Lse?_egg:Eaa:_p9_?p_a8ti



u I.    very    name,"   and   the   Declaration   of
nderroe  both  provide  for  se-

>'^peBsi:n{his is  no time  for. words.    I

`  Write  in  haste.     I  know  how  fool-
•:tsh   I  shall  be   deemed  for  under-

f¥:kd!:en:eesr¥±%:±n=gs?t;`P£:ie£Ei;eTh¥;i§.:
?tyhere   my   profession   has   gained
;,`#o: aan
':&::

income  of  more  than  $20,-
year  and   where  my  great

I:Eonal ambition in my profession
such  a,  gi`eat  field  of  labor.

No  l`Tlends  i'n      nth
:   On'the  oth-er hand the  South\ha``f3
never  bestowed   on   me 'ona   kind
word--a   pl,ace   where-  I   have  no
friends  except  beneath  the  sod,  a
place  w`here  I  must  either  become
a  private  soldieL-  or  a  begga.r.
`   Tot  give   up ,au  the` former  fol`
the  latter,  besides  my mother  and
Sisters   whom   I   love   so   deal.|y,

¥ih:ul:h
I.`:'1

4##o

they  so  widely  differ  ,from
opinion,  seem.s  insane;  but

d  is  my  judge.'.;`   I  have  never  been  upon  a  bat-

tle.field,. but  oh,  my  countrymen,
you  could  see  th\e\  effects  of  the
rrld'  war  as-  I  have  seen  them

ln   every   State   save   Virginia,   I
know }-ou would think like me and
would  pra,y  the  Almighty  to  ere-
ate  in  the  Northern  mind  ct  sense
of  justice  and  right,  even  though
it  possesses  no  seasoning  of  mer-
cy,  tha,t Ilo would dry up this sea
¢f blood between us, which is daily
growing  wider.

Alas,   poor   countrir,   is+  She   to
meet` her  threatened  doom?    Four
years!   `1  Would  give  a  tnousand
lives  to  see  her  remain  as  I  had
always  known-powerful  and  un-
broken-and   even   flow   I   would
hold my  life  as  naught`to See  her
as   she  was.     Oh,   my  friends,.  i£' the fparful scenes of the past four

5rea.rs  had  never  been  enacted,  or

ifutiFE::ahmasf::in¥%:cEutw:fn::
atyake, I   with    what    overflowing
hearts could we bless our God and
pray for His  continued  favors.

Howi\I  have  loved  the  old ,flag.
can  nevel.  now  be  known.    A  few
years  ago  the  entire  world  could
boast  of  none  so  pure  and  spot.
less,  but  I  have  of -late  been  see-
ing  and   hearing  of `b]oody  deeds
Of  which  she  has  beeri  made  the
emblem   and    would    shudder,  to
think     how     chang`ed     she     has
8rovyn.

Oh,  how  I  have  longed to break
fl.ori the midst of blood and death,
thqt  circle  round  her  folds,  §poi\l-
ipg her beauty and tarnishing-her

E;oennor,£au:£:,.g:gp:¥#tdh3:es::\
into   crtlelty   end   ,oppi-esslon,  -ti
now,   €n   my   eyes,   her   once   re
strlpes\.seen} like bloody gashes  i
the  fang  of  heaven.    I  look  upo
my early admiration of he`r glorie
as a  dream.                    I        -~

is  riow  for  the  South  alone,  'nor
do I deem it a dishon'or to \attempt
to  make  this  man  a  prisoner  t'o
whom  she  owes  so much  misery. I:

If success attends me,  I  go pen
niless  to  her  side.    They  say  sh
ha,s  fotlnd  that  "last  ditch"  whlc
the North has so  long desil`ed &n
been  endi§avoring  to  force  her  in,
forgettin'g they are brothers and it
is  impolitic  to  goad  an  enemy  to  '
madness.     Should  I   reach  her  in `
safety   and   find   it   true,   I   will
proudly beg permlsslon to triumph
or.'dle  ill  that  .18.st  ditch"  by  hel`
side.

A Confederate doing duty  ori his
owirn   rQsponsib!tity.

Sic  Seinper  Tyrannls.
J.  WILKES  BOOTH.

At   the   time   of   the   writing   Booth
®xpocted  only  to  wound  the  pl`esident
and  kidnap  him.

The   story   ot   how   Colonel   Hinton
came  into  possession   ®£ -the-lett.er'-is
released   by   the   death   a`   few   weeks
ago`of  the  man  who  gave  it  to  him.

This  inan,  according  to  Colonel  Him-
-ton,   was   Lawrence` Scinoolcraft   Sher-
man`}   known  among  his intimates  as

the chief of the Northern
Pacific  railroad  detective -service:

Sherman  roomed with  IIinton  in  the
early  '80.s  !n  the  old  Winter  block  on/
Washington avenue  here.

He  had   been   in   the   Hnkerton.  de-
tecti`re service  and  liad  helped  to \quell
the    "Molly    prcGuires"    in    Pennsyl-
vania.      Later    he   had   been   in   the
postal   seivice  J'and   other  government
secret  se.rvice. rr according  t,o  Jlintop.

"Sherrria,n   spoke   to   me   one   day,"
said   Colonel -.Hinton,   "of   a   letter   he
had  seen`in  the  igoveinmerit   records,
a  letter  wliich  had  interested _him   so
much  that  he  made  a  copy  of  it.I This
was  the  letter  he  gave  me.     I  copied'
it  myself  Put  was  s,worn  to  secrecy  in
rego,rd` tor`the  Lmatter  until   SUC.li  time
as  it  would  no  long,er  embarrass  Shei.-
man,-  or  until  his  death.

"Although   the   existence _ of
of   such  a   letter   from   Wjlkes   Booth
oT.   its  (list.overy   in   his   effects   has  al-
ways    been    denied    by    government
agents  so  fai`  as  .I   have  learned,   the
letter   rim-gs   tiue   to` me   and   has   the
hysterical  tone  that  might  be   expect-
ed  of a man  under\ stress`Of great emo-
tion   oi'   resolve   a.`'   vyell   as.the   high-
flown  quality  of  the  bo-in  actor."

_r __iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii_-
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