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¥AS THE ENID SUICIDE JOHN WILKES BOOTH ?

By J. M. French, M. D.

In the month of October, 1911, I was called to the city of Enid,

, by the dangerous i1llness in the General Hospital there, of

my oldest brother, a veteran of the Civil War. I remained with him un-
til hie death #hen 1 arrenged for his funeral services and burial,

shich were conducted under the auspices of the local and viecinity
el
yoete of the 5. A. R., of which he was a menter.

Returning to the city after the burial, 1 went with some of the
members of the post to the office of Mr, Penniman, the undertaker who
nad conducted the funeral, where we discucesed some mattere pertaining
to my brother's death and burial.

As we were atout tc leave, one of the Grand Army men remarked that
ne nad often wished to visit this undertaker's cffice, in order that he
might see hie "mummy," as he :alled 1t; adding that perhaps "the doctor"
mizht 1ike to see it tco. And so Mr. Penniman, acceptins the suggestion,
invited us all toiallow him into a room in the rear of the building,
wiere his embalmring work was done, and some of his cstores were kept.

Along one side »f thie room was a glases show case, reaching nearly to

*he top of the room, sarranged in separate compartments with glass doors,
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h were exhibited the caskets and other undertaking wares. At the

further end of this r

Q

om was oneé compartment which differed frox the
others in having 2 wooden door instead of a glass cne. In appearance this
¥as a wooden box some eight feet in helght, with a cover hinged in the
middlé, g0 that the upper half could be turned down to expose the con-

ténts:- somethinz like a coffin standinz on end, only somewhat lcnger.
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An attendant now cane forwari and

compartaent and folded down the upper half,

gtartled and altogether wondering zaze,

unlocked the door of this
exposing o my somew.at

. 3.
o0dyY

the embalmed or mummified

of a man, in a standinx position, with

head

abundant black

hair deeply tinzed with gray, a skin so dark

and dbrown

a8  to suxzest the result of some eaxbalminz process, ani eapty sockets
where eyes had deen.

I supprose that Ylank amazement mucst have showed itself in ay face,
for 1 had no idea of the nature of the Thing which we had been drought
there to see, nor 3id T any more comprehend its meaning or siznifica
now that it was dbefore my eyes. To the Hthers, the 'sight was eviden:!
nothins new; or at least they ixnew somethinx of the nature of tnhe objlect
which was defore us; and so, as all eyes were fixed on 3¢, and ST -8
seemed to have anythinz t2 say, 1t was left for me to Yrecak thie silenc
and ask, "What 18 this ?"

The undertaker eyed me kecenly for a minute, and then, seeinz from
the expression of a3y face that I was evidently in ulter iznorance 27 shat
was before me, he replied, "That, sir, is the bdadvy 3¢ John Wiikes Booih,
the mirderer of Abrahaz Linceln.”

Now I was but a s=all boy when these things happrened: but .owing *»
the fact that all of ay four drothers were soldiers in the Union-ar=zy. I
had .a distinct rememdbrance of the principal events of the war; and none
2% these stood out with greater clearness than *he asasaazgination of
President Lincoln I had brought with me throuzh all .the vears a vivid
meaory of the day wnen the news of the assassination of Lincoln spread
througﬁout the Norta. I remembered the hushed silence, the pale faces, and

the loo%as of horror that showed themselves in the faces of all those who

heard ¢he ewas $haos dgv: pemembered the

wave of indiznation and wrath
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that swopg over the caunt.y,Awith the half-crazed determination to be
avengzed for the foul arime; remembered the story of the box in the
theatre where the Preczident sat; of the actor Booth, as he crept up un-
awvaresg and fired the fatal shot, then sprang upon the stage, shouting
dramatically, "Sic semper tyrannis," and theam disappeared from view;
remembered the hunt for the assazsins - for Seward was wounded as well
as Lincoln killed, and 1t looked for a time as though there had been an
srzanized plan to destroy the Government; remembered the capture of
dersl: and the shooting of Booth by Boston Corbett at Garrett's barn;
remenbered the stories that were given out to the public as to the burial
¢ the body of Booth and the trial and hanging of Herold, tozether with
the other conspirators who #sere implicated in the tragedy.

I remenmbered, too, that even at the time when these thingzs took
place, and all down the years since that day, there was and always has
been, an undercurrent of undbelief, a dim and unaccountable suspicion,
never coming boldly to the front, but creepinz out here and there unawaresg
that the body which was dburied that day was not that of Booth, and that
the murder of Lincoln was never avenzed by the death of the assassin. Now
and then stranze rumors had reached my ears concerning this one and that
sne who claimed to have heard of Booth in the flesh, or even to have seen
him in this place or that. Eut all these wild rumors had passed from my
my mind, receivins but little attention, as they were looked upon only as
the vaporings »f some notoriety-monger, who would fain build up for him-
celf a reputation by overturninz the established truths of history. °

And now here was a man who showed me a mummy, and said, quiletly and
with assurance, "This 1s the body of John Wilkes Booth, the murderer of

Abraham Lincoln." Ysu cannot wonder that my blood was stirred, and that
in conversation with the undértakor, I told him that I proposed to go to

the bottom of his story, and satisfy myself whether or not it was true.
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In carrying 1t thie determination; I spent what time I could in con-
vercsatieon with ¥r. Penniman during the brief remainder of»my stay in Enid;
T returned Yo my home, 1 gave much time and study to the work of
exinnings, and fcollowingz 0w ..e winding ways of the
‘trange story of thie man of many names whose body wae before ue, through

toe l1*ferent clues which were ziven me by the undertaker, and many others

1t +as !rdeed an unusual story. For whether thie now gruesome body
trat ~f John ¥ilkes Eooth or another, the evidence was beyond question
trat 1ts mortal  tengant had deperted this life on the 13th of January,

at the Orand Avenue !Hotel in Enid, where he had registered under the

e ~f Zavia Z. Ceorge. This however was cnly one of the many different
me 3 vhich he was ¥nown at different times and in different places.
T Foat unoan of these was John St. Helen, and by these two he seems to

“cen ¥newn for a longer time than by any other., His death was plain-
and the btody was brought to the undertaking rooms
“or burial. At first the man was supposed tb?e,:nly a common pagper. In

rets were found a postaze stamp and a few coppers, and he had no

The boly was identified before night, ty the ald cf the dally papers,
tie ‘nstrurentality of a Methodist minister of Enid, whose
»1Te rad known Tavid E. George in another city tefore her marriage, and

he was supposed tc be at the point of death

.
o
o
f
0
)
§
o™
0
0
/]
(o))
ot
=~

**at he was John Tilkes EBooth, and that rhe had killed Abrahar Lincoln, the
]

srestest —an tlat ever lived. S0 when she saw in the papers the account

~f nis death, 2he &t once sent her husband to view the remains, and 1if

=21l to bring about the icdentificatlon of the tody. As the minister

1

vrtered the room where the undertaker was working over the body, he ques-

+toned hir -"Young man, do you know whose body you are working on?’ The
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vyears, and whomn it would be dangerous for him to meet, for fear that hile
real identlty would be discovered. His lawyer therefore, after considera-
Vble otéort, eucceeded in making satisfactory arrangements, whereby he ans -
wered to the Court through his council, and by raying the necessary ‘ines,

was adble to remain at home himself, and thue avold the dancers he fearec.

Soon after this he became critically 111, and was supposed to be at

the point of death. His attendinz physician sent for Mr., Bates, tellins

hiz that St. felen was 4dying, and wished to see him alone. All others
withdrew, and St. Helen, yet conscious, but 8o weax that he could speak
only in broken, whiepered words,sa!? to him, " I a= dying. v name 18

John Wilkes Eooth, and 1 am the assassin of Abrahaa Lincoln. Get the
h, of New York City.

ult of his improved mental condition, his phyeical forces rallied, and
he finally recovered. In due course of tize, he made a full and circun-
stantial confession to-his friend, giving in detall the story of his
crime, the circumstances of his escape, and the history of hie subsequent
wanderings up to this date.

For éome months previcue to the assassination, he had planned to
kidnap the Presiden}, and take him to Richmond as a hostaze of war. But
yith the fall of Richmond and the surrender of lLee, such a course became

aanifeeti} 1mprnct1cablé} and he saw nothing to do

d

t to accept the in-
evitable, and leave the South to her fate, bitter and dissppointinz as
tnat would be. Al ;
Coming to Washington =t thie time, he stated that he was in conver-
sation with Andrew Johnson at the Firkwood Hotel, and that in conversation

xith him, he exprezsed this idea, a2nd stated his intention to follow 1t

out. I quote now substantially from his own words, as reported by Mr.

Eates. -
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"Vice Freatdent Johnson turned to me and sald, in an excited voice

4

and with apparent anzer, '%1ll you falter at thie supreme moment?'
1 cold not understand his meaning, and stood silent, when with pale
face and :utvwring\llre, ¥Mr. Johneon asked of me, 'Are you too faint-
hearted to kill him?'
"As 3od 18 my judge, this wse the first suggestion of the dastardly

ced of taking the 11fe of President Lincoln, and it came as a shock to
me. For a moment I waited, and then sald, 'To kill the ?resident is cer-
tain death for me, and I explained to Y¥r. Johnson that I had been affested
1 in coming over the LEast Potomac Bridge that morning, and
that 1t sould be abesolutely imposeible for me toc escape through the mili=-
ary line, should I do as he suggested, as this line of protection com-.
letely surrounded the city.

"Rerlyins to me, Mr. Johneon ssid, 'Gen. and Mrs. Grant are in the
{ty, the guests »o¢ President Lincoln and family, and from the evening
rap-rs I have learned that Fresident Lincoln and wife will entertain Gen.
Jrant at a party to be given in their honor by President amd Mrs.
Lincoln at Ford's Theatre this evening.' At my suggestion, the Vice Presi-

zesured me that he would arrange, and see tc it himself, that Gen.
and Mra. Grant would not attend the theatre with the President and his
“amily, and would also arrange for my certalin escape.

"I replicd, 'nder those circumstances and assurances, I will dare to

strike the blow for the helpless, vanquished Southland, whose people 1

“r. Johnson then proceeded to srrange that Gen, Grant should should
be csuddenly called from the city that afternoon - which jou\will remember
was done. He further arranged for a countersign or password to be given by
Booth and his companion, in case they should be stopped bythe guard at the
East Potomac or Navy Yard Bridege. And 1t is a matter of history, that they

were permitted to pass this bridge,_while the next mman coming, who was in
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suit of 4im, sas turned dback.

The story zf.tne agsa3sination 1s a familiar one. After firing the
fatal shot, in leaping from the Trecsident's box to the stage, Eooth's left
apur cauzht in the draperies, and threw him, his left shin bone striking
azainst the edze of the staze, and breaking the small bone about six inch-
es above the ankle jnoint; but as the larze bone was not dbroken, he was
at1ll able to walk, though with much suffering.

Tn the confusion that followed, Booth succeeded in escaping from the
ataze, anl belng closely followed by Herold, fled across the Navy Yard

Bridre

xnich they were permitted to pass on giving the pass word which
had been 1mparted to> them by Vice President Johnson.

Pgaaine through Surrattville, they came towards aorning to the home
°f Or. ¥uid, a physicilan with Southern sympathies, who set the broken leg,
ani allowed the two men to rest there until the next afternoon, when they
went on their way. Fassing through Bryantown, they came some time in the
nizght to the home of Captain Cox, a well-known planter and Sou;hern sym-

pathizer, who sent his overseer, Franklin Robey, to conduct them to a

o

lace of safety in a pine thicket near by, where they remained some days.
It w#aa this overseer, whom 3t. Helen speaks of in his confession as
Ruddy, or Robey, or some such name," bdut wshose real name, as Mr. Bates
atated tH> me ‘n a personal letter, was Franklin Robey, who played a most
prominent part in the escape of the fugitives, according to the statement
of 3t. Helen to Mr, ﬁatos. He declared that the overseer was instructed
by Col. Cox to assist them to escape, and that he undertook to put them
across the country and into the hands of the Confederates, for which serv-
ice Eooth agzreed t> pay him five hundred dollars. While arranging for this
undertaking, Robey left them in charge of Col. Cox's brother-in-law, and

was absent for several days. When he returned, he roported that he had ar-

ranged with a party of Mosby‘'s men under Capt. Jett anc Lieuts. Bainbridge
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in! Ruzalics, to meet then at the ferry on the Rappahannock river, between
Fart Conway and Fort Royal, and take them to a place of safety.
\

After expertiencing many adventures and undergoing much danger, they
finally reached the Rappahannock: and all accounts agree that they were
nmet at the ferry by these three men, who conducted them across the river,
and took them to the home »f a ¥r. Jarrett, where arrancements were made
for thea ¢o renain ‘or a few lavs. Put a~cording to the accounts “iven out ’
::?ei‘ra:es =any years afterwards, and published in the Century
dazazine for January, 1330, this meeting was wholly accidental, no pre-
vious arrancez:ents having been nade.

After crossing the river, EBooth claimed to have discovered that he
nad left his diary, with several pictures, letters, and nther perssnal
rapers, on “he H>ther sgide, and sent Rodbey back after them, with instruc-
tisns to drinz them to hit at Jarrett's barn, where he was to stop. After
théev nad been located at Jarrett's, Herold was sent on with the Confeder -
ates to Eowlings 3reen, to get a shoe for Eooth to wear on his injured

£595t, the »rizinal on< having been left at #r, Mudd's. Eonoth was thus

left alone at Garrett's, both Herold and Robey being expected to return

that night - which, accordinz to St. ‘len's story, they did. Eut that

(=]

afternoon Lieut. Ruzzles ~ame back to the hiiing place of the fuxzitives,
and warned Eo>th that the Federals were hot on nhis trell, and that any lon
zer stay there would be unsafe, Therefore - and here the story told by

3¢t. Helen differs radically from the accepted version of history - Eooth

*

get out in the afternoon alone, beinz met in the woads{a short distance
away, by Eainbridze and Rugzles, with an extra horsee, and.conducted o. his
way to safety in the southwest.

Herold and Robey eturned that night as had been planned, and not
finding Eooth, decided to stop until morning, when Herold wouid follow on

after Booth, and Robey would return home. But it was the unexpected that

7
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happened. A 1ittle past m'dnight, the place was surrounded by a party of
Federals in search of thefuzitives, with the regult that Herold was cap-
tured, and Robey was shot by Eoston Corbett under the impression that he
vas Eonth the assassin. The diary and personal papcre of Booth which
Robey had been sent dback to obtain, were found in his pockets, and served
to confirm the belief, which has gone down into accepted history as fact,
that Eooth was the.nan who was shot by Boston Corbett.

ia for the real aseassin, his escape was now easy, since the pubdblic
mind was now turned entirely away from him, content in the belief that he
wa2 already dead, and nhence no further search was made for him. He made
054 h's escape into the Indian Territory, znd thence into Mexico, where
he remained for some time, and then returned under the name of John St.
Helen to Texas, where he w#as livinz when his confession was made.

The story of his after life may be dbriefly told. He lived_in many
places in the Vest and Southwest, known by different names and following
11 fferent occupations, for thirty-eight years after his assassination of
President Lincoln, a wanderer over the land, followed by a never-ceasingre
morse, which became more intense as the years went by, and the friends of
hies former life dropped out of his sight and knowledze, until finally, age
cominz on, hile health failinz him, and left without funds or any means of
support, he committed suicide at Enid as has been related.

There were many points of resemblance between this man of many names,
whom I have called St. Helen because that is the earliest name by which I
have been able to identify him, and Booth the assassin. There are many
testimonies as to the great similarity of their personal appearance and
mental characteristics. The recenblance hetween the tintype given Sy
St. Helen to Mr. Bates, and the picture of Eoéth taken just before the
assassination, is very marked. To make the proof moﬁ%n=f2:=:?'howovor. it

would be necessary to present satisfactory proof of the identity of the
two pictures - which has never been done, at least to my knowledge.
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=vilence ~f a fracture ~f the left ler above the ankle, similar to that
sustalned by Booth in his fall, has been found in the body in the Enid un-
dertaking rooms, and 's shown by a recent radiograph, accordinz to the
eTent of M¥Mr, Pénniman, nade to me. There 18 a scar on the neck of the
Fnid nummy, which 18 claimed to corresprond to one which 1s known to have
existed on the neck of Booth, and by which 1t was 1dentified by Dr. May at
the autcpsy. But according to the published descriptions, there 1s a cop-
» F 5

- Lovaleeorw. K TR

gideratle d!fference in thgﬁs:ar in the twc cases. However, there 1s a

strong caee .made out for the.clalm that the Enid esulcide was in reallty

John Wilkees Eooth. If one accepts the evidence at 1ts face value, the case

It must Pe rezmembered, however, that the story as 1t has been told

, 18 in the main that which 18 furnished by those who

etters to those persons who were =till living, who were supposed to have

c:ai k¥nowledze »f the zreat trasedy, and the actors therein.

One »f those t2 whon I thus wrote was John H. Traylor, who is named

b7 Mr. Bates in his bonk »n"The Sscape and Suicide of John Wilkes Booth,"
"

-

1 nemed as having known both himelef and John St, }

.

elen during their rec-

tdence !n Grandterry, Texas, and the lmrortance of whose ‘testimony was

"y
w
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vy increazsed by the fact that he was afterwards mayor of the clty

¢ Lallas, Texae. I asked Yr. Traylor i1f he believed that the statements

-
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of Mr. Eatés were substantially true; 1f he knew John St. Helen, as stated
by Mr, Eates: 1f 1t was generslly belleved by the people who knew him
1heré, that 3%¢. Helen wss 1n reality John Wilkes Enoth ; and especlally,
if he‘hlmself 80 Belleved. T sent the letter with 1little expectation of

hearing from it; but thouszh forty years had rpassed away since the 1incl-

dents referred to had occurred, I was f:rtunateAtg‘tave my letter reach
him, and to receive a prompt reply from him. His letter was dated =2t San
Antonion, Texas, March 20, 1912, and was in substance as follcws:-

"Dr. J. ™. Freénch:- Yes, I kncw Mr. F. L. Bates when he resided in
Grandberry In the 708, and I think he was and 1&g honest in hie impression

as to John St. Helen being John Wilkes Bososth. BPut T do neot think so, not

1 « 9 . Y e . = -~ . y 1 . 2 3 ~1 H v
at all. Sti1ll, =y acqualintance with him was superficlal znd slight. Ze was
what you would call a fast, whisky-drinking man, but I think wsithout the

Yours Truly, Join Y. Traylor."

1 welcomed this ietter as a bonanza. It substantiated the outstand-
ing facts as to the 1life of 3t. Helen in Grandberry, and hls friendship
for Mr. Pates, together with the general understanding that he cleimed to
be the assassin of President Lincoln; while at the came time it made ev! -
dent the fact that these clalms failé.to be convinelng, st least to some
of those who knew him best. I nay add that the general trend of the

letters which I recelved from many sources was such as to accumulate a

mass of evidence which tended tc increase nmy doubts.

N



T soon came to realize that there were three main points in the story

as told, which called for careful investigation, and a satiesfactory answer
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le at once and forever, the question of the truth or

faleity of the claim of the Enid sulcide that he was the assassin of

The first point relates t2 e con;liclt' of nndrew J:hneon in the

plot gg_~1f&gg_%1qgjgﬁ. Thorough investigation of every item bearing on
thie claim, was made during the course of the three important trials dbear-
ing on the assassination, durlng the three years next'fsllowing the event:
nazelv, the trial of the conspirators by a military tridbunal immediately
after their capture; the trial of John H. Surratt in the civil courts of
Washinzton sozme three years later; and the 1mpeachment and trial of Andrew

ne 2enate of the United States in 1
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In the cource of these three tr'als, every scrap of evidence bearing
upon the relation of Johnson tc the assassinaticn was brousght to the
front, clcsely examined under z brizht searchlight, and subjected to the
closest scrutiny by witnesees, council, Judges and Jjurors. Especiaily in
ohnson's own trial, his complicity in the crime waa broadly hinted at,
and every effort which the most unscrupupous ati’ity could suzxgest, was
made use of to this end. But no scrap of evidence, no shadow of proof,.
nothinz whatever which when thus examined, supported any such claim, was
ever found. Nor have the years that have passed since that time brought to
h¢ zny such evidence. Rather has the passing of the years served to
rlace him in a more fayvorable light before the American people than that
which he occupied Quring his life. . Andrew Johnson may not rank among the

: I

greatest of our presidents, but there 1s no cause to tﬁinx him an assassin
s’

-

The secon? point to be considered, relates to the force of the proof

presented, that the man shot was John Wilkes Booth. We shall need to d!-
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S(x : : g
viie this gublect into &#4%e A1 ferent 1tems, and consider them one by one .

Ttem one. Some one wae shot at Garrett's barn, either by Boston Cor-

-~ S — o

t or by nls own hand, This 18 everywhere admitted, and nowhere disputed

n shot wae elther Booth, or some other man. St. Helen claimed

-
L

-
-
' |
<
-
3
)
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r Robey, who thus suffered a vicarious death for

real crimtnal, Of coursdit may be claimed that there 18 a theoretical
210111ty ‘hat 1t may have heen some one elge; but so far as I know, neo
. clatm has ever been made, and the possibility is extremely remote.

t!cally the choice 1s narrowed down to these two.

Tten two. The man who was shot had a broken leg. This is the concur-

tegtimony, which 8o far as I know has never been dlsputed. All the
ue accounts »f the capture, however much they may differ in monor
tatle, “gree that the man had a broken leg. They also zgree that Booth
oken leg. And nowhere has any claim ever been made that this waad
true of Robey the overseer. |

Ttem three, Accountg of the capture differ greatly. Each of ‘the

rrincipal witnesses told the story from his own atandpoint, intent on
making himself the lion's figure in the capture - and incidentally, that
ne was entitled to the 11on's chare in the prize money which had been of-
fered by the government for the capture of Booth. There 15 one point,
“agever, on shich they all agree; and that 1s, that the man who was shot
talked and acteld in a manner which was utterly ;ncomprehensible on the
thoary that the victim was Robey, an innocent man, in the full possession
>f hias faculties; while both his words and his actions can be raadiiy un-
lerztond 1f the man was Booth, the assaséin of iha‘;reaidont, under the

A Tvence of drink, and knowing that his death was ca;tain it 6aptgred;

Ttem four, Cutside evidence falls utterl _to corroborate cl i3

thnt Robey the overseer bore any prominent part in the eeég.po"o'f‘ Booth and

Herold. oOne thing Robey did, and anly one. That was, to gulde the ruslﬁ.
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tives from Captaln Cox's house to the pine thicket near by. After that nLe
drope out of the etofy completely and forever. Not only 1s th
ieﬂ'AJa:'lt.‘Lrace. of -hir.‘, but +here ‘s conclusive proof that no such person
as Robey or any one corresponding to him, was with them at any period of
th‘ir eacapo; There was no prelininary trip to make arrangements with

Mosby'e men to take charge of Pooth and Herold. There was n ne sent

.

Pack by Booth after his dlary and private papers. No such person could
have escaped detection under the bright searchlight which was throw: uron

svery incident connected with the escape, at the trial of the congplirators
The whole story was made up out of whole cloth.

Item five. As for the cxamination of the body of Eooth Yefore tle

F . Y . - -~ p (s b » » * o ~ \ B
burial, i1t muet de admitted that !t was far from telng as careful and com-

plete a8 1t should have been. Much w#as omitted that should have been done.

Many factes must have been learned which were not made use of. The records
of the autopey wero'singularly incomplete. But notwthstanding these de-
_fects, after a careful study of all the avallable facte in the case, it 18
1mpoeaibl§ tc escape the conviction that the evidence wae still sufficlentw

ly complete and convincing to justify the identification of t;; body as
that of Booth beycnd 3 reasonable doubt. Yet at that time n:;hiﬁg vould
have pleased me better than to have been able to prove Lcyau;.é doudbt that
St. Helen's story was t;;o, and that he wae in reality John Jilkgs Bsoth.
But =s little by little the evidence came in, little by 1tttle 1t plled
up on the other side; and I saw no way in which my des!re could be galned,
except I were torwear green giassés. in order to cheat myself into Lellev-
ing that the world was groon; And thie I was not willing to do.
~ The body of Booth was identified by the broken leg: by the scar on
'§§4;;ﬁ tgn baek of the neck; by the lettorl "J. W. B." tattooed on the back of
};@3 ,hin'fidii hand - nd wonderful though it speems, these letters were never
g to bo on the hand of the Enid auicidc- ana 'y the gzeneral appear-
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appearance of the dan, And when, four years later, the-body;ﬁns taken up

#ith the consent of the govérnnent and carried to Baltimore for burlal 1n

the family 1ot of the Booths, 1t was i1dentified by the dentist who found
in the mouth of the corpse the gold tooth which he had made for Eooth,

. Also at *his time the broken leg was examined by *he widow of Ir. Mudd,

b who testified that the fracture corresponded exactly with what her mstand
told her at the time as to the fracture 7% the leg which he had set for
Booth. a

tem six. The man who was shot at Garr 8 _tarn wss mortally #sund
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and ‘soon died. This alsos was universally adm Y 2ver ed. W -
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me in the shape of a personal letter. from the son of Robey the oversecr,



‘n which he gave me all the information I could desire, and that without
nle naving any $de¢a to whom he was writing, or for what purpose -the infor-

ation was desired. It was not written to me personally, but to a friend

a ol
ﬁég;;;'in ay interect. It was dated at Pisgah, id., 1912, and ran-as

#.11owot- "Lear Sir:- Yours of the 26th 1s at hand. In regard to your
Juest £or informat?on concerning the desth and burlal cf my father, thes

1s but 1tttle to glve.He 21led November 17, 1896, and was burled at Newtown
ctery. He dled of Pneumonita. Since the close of the Civil War, he spent
e 11fe n farning. Ye wzs a land renter, and died on the farm known as

- ’

- - v 0.0 i

1 g & % 1 e '
verl;, »n Nanj)emoy Creek, belconging to the late Mitchell Murchett's

fect strangcer, tazke in the life and death of my father. Hoping that

13 nay give satisfaction, i1f cother information is needed, hope you will
U e pere v,.;--._'.'

3 -~ - . "
Yours respectfully, Hubert F. Robey.

8 letter left nothing to be desired. Coming from an authorative
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plcion,and dealing with facts which
to the world, 1t definitely removed the overseer Robey from any
recssible connection with the fatal tragedy at‘Garretf's barn, and proved
beyond doubt the falsity of St. Helen's‘claims that he was John Wilkes

2. It left no room for questioning the accepted statement of history,
t.at Booth, the assassin of Lincoln, was shot on the morning of April 25,
1362, and dled soon after. There is therefore no escape from the conclu-
elon that the Enid suiclde waé not Johnn Wilkes EBooth; and that the body
which I zaw 1n the Enid undertaking rooms, was the body of a'pretender,

and ..ot that of =1 assassin.

THE END. ' >



